
Oman hands bade Yemeni weapons 

DUBAI (R) — Oman on Saturday handed bade to Yemen ail 
mfliiaiy weapons and equipment which Yemeni exiles brought 
with them when a two-month civil war ended in July. An Omani 
Defence Ministry spokesman, quoted by the official ONA news 
agency in Muscat, said the weapons and equipment were loaded 
on Yemeni military planes and naval ships which left for Yemen 
early on Saturday. ONA did not specify the type of weapons ar^ 
equipment, nor say when the Yemeni delegation arrived . 


secessionist stale proclaimed by former Yemen Vice-President Afi 
Salem Al Beidh on May 21 . Mr. Beidb fled to Oman. More than 
9,000 of Yemeni exiles, mostly soldiers and security servicemen 
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Tourabi in Kenya for talks with Msi 

NAIROBI (AFP) — Kenyan President Daniel A rap Mai met 
'" J ' Islamic leader, Hasan Al Tourabi, here Saturday 


i Sudan, one of Kenya's 


Sudan's 

for talks on the long-running civil 
northern neighbours. State radio said the talks were held at Mr. 
Moi's Kabarak residence in the western Rift Valley Province. The 
meeting with Mr. Tourabi. considered the power behind the 
throne of the current military regime of General Omar Hassan Al 
Bashir in Khartoum, raised hopes that a new round of talks aimed 
at finding a peaceful solution of the Sudanese conflict could be 
around the comer. Mr. Moi called for the government in 
Khartoum and the southern-based opposition to discuss peace in a 
“more serious manner” than they had done before. On Thursday. 
Mr. Moi said that he had launched a new initiative aimed at ending 
the 11 -year-old civil war in Sudan and was holding consultations 
with the Sudanese government to restart negotiations. Reports in 


peace committee on Sudan. 
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King reiterates his resolve to 
continue historic role in Jerusalem 

i HM instructs government to extend all possible help to Palestinians, 


= adopt steps to assure public of execution of projects 

PNA wants to take charge of all Islamic sites and Waqf 

lations between Jordan and in time and 


: AMMAN (J.T.) — His 

- Majesty King Hussein on 
Saturday reaffirmed his re- 
solve to continue to fulfil the 
Hashemite family’s historic 
role in the Islamic holy 
shri nes in Jerusalem and ex- 
pressed hope to see Islamic 
efforts to guarantee the best 

- conditions to safeguard the 
1. holy sites. 

The reaffirmation came 
' during a Cabinet meeting the 
. King chaired, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, re- 
7 ported. 

1 “Religious sovereignty 
over the holy places in Jeru- 
salem remains oar main con- 
cern,” the King told the 
Cabinet “We hope to see 
collective efforts on the part 
of the Islamic Nation to 
guarantee the best conditions 
that can safeguard these holy 
shrines.” 

The King noted that the 
task of managing the affair s 
of the Awqaf in holy shrines 
in Jerusalem is a historic and 
religious Jordanian responsi- 
bility and that the Arab sum- 
mit held in Rabat in 1974 had 
endorsed this role. “We have 
' performed our duties in full 
: throughout the years,”, the . 
King reaffirmed. 

The King stressed that the 
question of Islamic Waqf was 
so important that it was 
dangerous for anyone to tam- 
per with it. 

“Therefore, Jordan will go 
ahead and play its role so as 
to guarantee that all rights 
would be preserved and pro- 
tected because it is our duty 
and commitment to the mis- 
sion with which we have been 
entrusted,” the King said. 

The King also said that the 
state of “non-warmth” in re- 


tire Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLOVled 
Palestine National Authority 
(PNA) should not have any 
impact on relations between 
the Jordanian and Palestinian 
peoples. He instructed the 
'government to provide all 
possible help and facilities to 
the Palestinian people in the 
Palestinian territories to meet 
their needs. 

The King reiterated Jor- 
dan’s stand that the issue of 
confederal or federal or any 
other form of ties between 
Jordan and foe Palestinians 
was not an issue that should 
be contemplated at this point 


“Such an important deci- 
sion should come from foe 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
peoples themselves exercis- 
ing their own free will and 
free and independent 
choice,” the King said. 

In Gaza City, the PNA 
announced after a meeting on 
Saturday that it had decided 
to place all mosques, reli- 
gious schools and other Isla- 
mic institutions in Arab East 
Jerusalem, foe West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip under the 
auspices of its newly created 
Mamie trust ministry. 

The Islamic trust minister, 
Hassan Tahboub, was quoted 


as saying that the self-rule 
authority “authorised” him 
co take an inventory of all the 
sites. 

“We demand that Jordan 
transfer to us the authorities 
they have now” over the 
Muslim institutions, Azmi 
Shuaibi, minister of youth, 
told reporters after foe meet- 
ing. 

“This will create problems 
with Jordan,” he acknow- 
ledged. 

Jordan’s Islamic Trust, or 
Waqf, spends $9 million a 
year for the upkeep and em- 
ployees’ salaries at about 50 
religious sites in East Jeru- 
salem and the West Bank. 


Mr. Shuaibi said the 
Palestinians planned to pay 
the salaries of the Waqf em- 
ployees in foe future. 

The dispute came after foe 
PLO objected to a recogni- 
tion of Jordan’s historic role 
in foe Islamic holy shrines in 
Jerusalem in the Washington 
Declaration signed on July 
25. 

Jordan has repeatedly said 
that its role in the Holy City 
was strictly religious and that 
it firmly supported the 
Palestinians’ quest for politic- 
al sovereignty over Jeru- 
salem. The Kingdom joined 
other members of the Arab 
League last week to reaffirm 
this stand and support the 
Palestinians’ claim to Jeru- 
salem. 

Information Minister . 
Jawad Al Anaiii told repor- 
ters in Amman that the 
Jordanian government would 
adopt diplomatic and legal 
steps to ensure foe King- 
dom's religious role in run- 
ning Jerusalem's holy 
shrines. 

“This is a serious issue that 
bears dangerous consequ- 
ences and we will not take it 
lightly," Dr. Anani said after 
Saturday’s Cabinet meeting. 

In his comments to the 
Council of Ministers, the 
King also called on foe gov- 
ernment to adopt measures 
to ensure public satisfaction 
and to prevent all forms of 
discrimination and favoritism 
in dealing with public affairs. 

Such practices, foe King 
said, run contrary to Jorda- 
nian ideals and values. 

King Hussein^ said Jordan 
was facing a host of impor- 

(Contmned on page 7) 



HbM^fesly King Hussein on Saturday confers meeting attended by His Royal Highness 
with Prime Minister Abdul Salam M^jaU in a Crown Prince Hassan and Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker (Petra photo) 


Israel detains 
two Syrians 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel 
detained two Syrians who 
crossed into the Jewish state 
from Syria apparently by mis- 
take, Israeli security sources 
said on Saturday. They said 
two were being questioned by 
authorities but it seemed 
dear they had no hostile in- 
tent and had simply blun- 
dered across the border. 

Deported 
Algerian 
deported again 

DAKAR (R) — An Algerian 
deported from France as a 
suspected Islamic extremist 
was back in Africa on Satur- 
day after he was refused en- 
try by Switzerland, diploma- 
tic sources said. Abdnl 
Rahim Bahri, one of the 19 
Algerians expelled by France 
on Aug. 31 to Burkina Faso, 
arrived in Dakar, capital of 
Senegal, on Friday. Mr. 
Bahri was issued a Swiss visa 
in Burkina last Monday and 
frontier police at Geneva air- 
port told him it was cancelled 
-ndput him on the next flight 
to West Africa, the sources 
said. He was doe to return to 
square one on Sunday. He 
was booked on a flight from 
Dakar to Ouagadougou, 
capital of Burkina Faso. 

Tajik government, 

rivals agree truce 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The Ta- 

jik gove rnm ent and Islamic 

opposition on Saturday 
readied a ceasefire agree- 
ment in the conflict in Ta- 
jpostan, U.N. special envoy 
Ramiro Phiz-Ballon said 
here. The temporary cease- 
fire would come into force 
when United Nations military 

observers arrived in Tajikis- 
tan in right to 10 days time, 
Mr, Hriz-BaHon said on foe 

fifth day of U.N.-sponsored 

talks in Tehran.- 


PNA says talks on 
elections this month 


GAZA (Agencies) — 
Palestinian and Israeli team 
will open talks on the next 
stage of their peace deal — 
general elections in the West ■ 
Bank and Gaza strip — on 
: Sept. 28,. a member of the 
Palestinian National Aufoor- 
! ity (PNA) said on Saturday. 

I “The cabinet has named a 
delegation which will discuss 
elections with Israel on tile 
28th,” Azmi Shuaibi, head of 
the authority’s sports and 
youth department, told re- 
porters after the authority’s 
weekly meeting on Saturday. 

Israeli officials were not 
immediately available for 

comment. 

Mr. Shuaibi said a venue 
for foe negotiations had yet 
to be set but it could be 
Cairo. 

He named foe elections 
negotiators as Saeb Erckat, 
head of local government in 
foe authority, NabO Qassis, 
head of technical committee, 
Ali Al Safarini, who works 
on the election committee, 
and Zahira Kamal, a former 
peace negotiator. 

Under foe broad peace 
deal signed in Washington in 
September last year, Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) agreed 
to hold general elections in 
foe West Bank and Gaza 
Strip within seven months to 
choose a council that would 
run foe Palestinian territor- 


Barlier stages of the peace 
deal were implemented late 
and so foe date for elections 
also slipped but Palestinians 
accused Israel of purposely 
stalling on starting the polling 


talks. 


Sept. 10, in frustration, 
NA, which runs self- 
unilalerally approved 
to begin preparations 
sneral elections within 
months. 

tel says foe PLO must 


first agree on details for the 
elections before any step is 
taken towards holding the 
poll. 

£a foe first stage of their 
September 1993 interim 
peace deal, Israel and the 
PLO initiated self-rule in 
most of the Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank town of 
Jericho on May 4. 

In the second sage, foe 
sides on Aug. 29 signed an 
agreement giving Palestinians 
in the rest of foe West Bank 
control over education, 
health, taxation, tourism and 
social welfare. So far only 
education has actually been 
handed over. 

After several fatal attacks 
on Israelis by anti-peace deal 
guerrillas, Israel had warned 
it could refuse to go forward 
with further stages of the 
peace deal if the PNA did not 
hunt attackers who took re- 
fuge in its area. 

4-month budget passed 

The self-rule authority 
agreed a stop-gap budget on 
Saturday and formally 
approved a Norwegian- 
brokered deal designed to 
free more donor cash to run 
those areas under its control, 
PLO officials said. 

The $135 million budget 
would pay for self-rule in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho for 
the next four months, the 
officials added. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat later left Gaza for 
Cairo and a meeting there on 
Sunday of the Palestinian de- 
vefopment agenedy PEC- 

He was also expected to 
update Egyptian officials on 
tns talks with Israeli Foreign 

Minister Shimon Peres in 

Oslo this week and to meet 

U.N. Secretary General 

(Coo tinned on page 7) - 


Israel lifts 
blockade 

JERICHO (Agencies) — 
The Israeli army on Saturday 
reopened roads leading to 
this autonomous Palestinian 
town, ending a 12-hour clo- 
sure imposed after hundreds 
of Palestinian demonstrators 
burned tyres on foe outskirts 
of Jericho. 

The Friday ni§ht demon- 
stration came in protest 
against the arrest of 12 mem- 
bers of the Jericho-based 
Palestinian security services 
by Israeli police. They were 
being held on suspicion of 
roughing up fellow Palesti- 
nians outside the autonomy 
areas. 

Palestinian police in 
Jericho eventually cleared 
away the burning tyres and 
stone barricades blocking the 
town’s main thoroughfare 
Friday. 

The army lifted its closure 
Saturday morning after 
Palestinian police promised 
to prevent such protests in 
the future, Israel radio said. 

The army had said earlier it 
would lift the closure if 
Palestinian officials assured it 
in a meeting on Saturday that 
protests like those on Friday 
would not recur. 

Israel has from time to 
time slapped closures on both 
Gaza Strip and Jericho self- 
rule enclaves, set np in May, 
after violence or when it 
deems Palestinian security 
forces should “organise” 
more efficiently. 

effected. Israeli sentries at 
permanent roadblocks at foe 
entrances to the self-rule en- 
claves bar any traffic. The 
measure is a stark flexing of 
Israeli muscle despite last 
September’s interim peace 
deal- 

On Friday, the Israeli army 
arrested two members of 
Jericho’s Palestinian secret 
police, Israeli security sources' 
said, touching off tempera 


overnight 
of Jericho 

already high over prior 
an-ests by Israel of Palesti- 
nian security forces mem- 
bers. 

Prior to news of those 
arrests on Friday, Jericho 
preventive security head Jib- 
ril Al Rajoub accused Israeli 
secret police of torturing 
three of bis men they held in 
custody. 

Israeli Police Minister 
Moshe Shahal in turn denied 
the accusation, saying the 
three were being held and 
interrogated on suspicion of 
kidnapping a man from the 
American Colony Hotel in 
Arab East Jerusalem and 
spiriting him to Jericho. 

Mr. Shahal said Israeli 
police wanted to question 
Mr. Rajoub in the case, but 
he avoided saying whether 
there would be an attempt to 
detain Mr. Rajoub. 

Israel Radio identified the 
alleged kidnap victim as 
Samih Samarah. an official of 
the Voice of Palestine radio 
station in Gaza. Mr. Samarah 
denied he had been kidnap- 
ped. He told the radio he 
went to Jericho on his own 
and that be met Mr. Rajoub 
for one hour. He did not 
mention why he saw Mr. 
Rajoub. 

Israel has said it will not 
allow Palestinians to deal 
from Arab East Jerusalem, in 
matters pertaining to self-rule 
in Gaza and Jencho. 

Under the interim peace 
deal, Jerusalem's status will 
not be up for negotiation 
until permanent settlement 
talks begin no later than May 
1996. 

Since self-rule began in 
May, Israel has on several 
times detained Palestinian 
security men who tried to 
cross from Jericho to Gaza 
without Israeli permits. It has 
also detained a number for 
allegedly conducting police 
activities in Jerusalem. 



Clinton, Carter in ‘last’ 
bid to end Haiti crisis 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton despatched former Presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter and a 
high-level delegation to Haiti 
Saturday for one final urgent 
effort to orchestrate a peace- 
ful departure of foe ruling 
military junta. 

“TTieir time is up,” Mr. 
Clinton said in his weekly 
radio address from the Oval 
Office. “The remaining ques- 
tion is not whether they will 
leave but how they will 
leave.” 

Mr. Carter left Warner 
Robbins air force base in 
Georgia Saturday morning 
with Senator Sam Nunn, 
chairman of the Armed Ser- 
vices Committee, and retired 
General Colin Powell, for- 
mer chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. They arrived 
in Port-Au-Prince, Haiti, 
shortly after noon. 

Sources at foe U.S. embas- 
sy in Haiti said Mr. Carter 
was to meet first with mem- 
bers of the Aristide govern- 
ment, and later in foe after- 
noon with leaders at army 
headquarters. It was unclear 
which officials he would 
speak with. 

“Their mission is to make 
one last best effort to provide 
a peaceful, orderly transfer of 
power, to minimise foe loss 
of life and to maximise the 
chances of security for all 
Haitians and of course for 
our own troops,” Mr. Clinton 
said. 


“We still hope to end this 
journey peacefully,” he 
added. 

Mr. Clinton decided Friday 
to try one more diplomatic 
foray after Haitian army chief 
Raoul Cedras said foe Carib- 
bean nation’s military leaders 
were willing to receive such a 
delegation. 

White House officials 
cautioned that Mr. Cedras’ 
willingness to meet did not 
necessarily mean he was 
ready to surrender power. 
They said the delegation was 
authorised to discuss only 
one thing, the manner in 
which the Haitian military 
leaders would depart. 

The three will discuss only 
“the modalities of the depar- 
ture,” said William Swing, 
the U.S. ambassador to 
Haiti, during an appearance 
on CNN Friday night. 

“At this stage, to be either 
optimistic or pessimistic 
would be wrong,” said a 
senior administration official, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. “You simply pur- 
sue the option and see what 
happens.” 

Administration officials 
stressed that planning for an 
invasion was proceeding 
apace. Mr. Clinton visited 
foe Pentagon Saturday for a 
briefing on classified military 
preparations. 

Mr. Clinton, Defence 
Secretary William Perry and 
Gen. John Shalikashvili, 
chairman of foe Joint Chiefs 


of Staff, held a video- 
teleconference with Admiral 
Paul David Miller, comman- 
der in chief of U.S. Atlantic 
command and overall com- 
mander for foe Haiti opera- 
tion. 

Dennis Boxx, a Pentagon 
spokesman said the aircraft 
carriers USS Eisenhower and 
USS America Saturday ar- 
rived at their stations “in the 
region” of Haiti. With that, 
all the pieces of the potential 
U.S. assault were in place, he 
said. 

There was little sign of 
feverish activity in Port-Au- 
Prince in advance of the Car- 
ter mission, though there was 
a step-up in security as 
plainclothes police carrying 
automatic weapons patrolled 
the area. 

Haitians scrambled to 
board pickups, trucks and 
buses for the countryside 
Saturday morning. Bus stops 
near Port-Au-Prince’s water- 
front were jammed, with peo- 
ple carrying whatever posses- 
sions they had. 

Wives and children of 
several prominent coup sup- 
porters, including capital 
police chief Joseph Michel 
Francois, have fled Haiti in 
recent days over the overland 
border to the Dominican Re- 
public. One pro-army 
businessman wore a T-shirt 
sa ying “No to intervention” 
as Keneaded into the Domi- 

(Coa tinned on page 7) 


FIS demands full freedom for 
leaders; moderate Islamist killed 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Two leaders of the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) re- 
leased from jail and put 
under house arrest Tuesday 
must be freed totally within 
10 days, the bead of foe 
group’s leadership-in-exile 
said in an interview published 
Saturday. 

FIS President Abassi 
Madani and Vice-President 
Ali Belhadj should “remain 
under house arrest for no 
more than 15 days,” Rabah 
Kebir told the Arabic lan- 
guage daily El Kbabar. 

The pair were released 
Tuesday from a military pris- 
on in foe southern town of 
Blida, where they were serv- 
ing sentences for endangering 
national security. 

The move aimed to en- 
courage their party to take 
part in talks to end insurrec- 
tion spearheaded by the FIS 
which has left an estimated 
10,000 people dead in two- 
and-a-haff years. 

“We demand that they be 
given total and complete 
freedom.” Mr. Kebir said, 
adding, “we are capable of 
assuring their safety.” • 

They must have complete 
freedom of movement so 
they could meet with "all 
leaders of the party." he 
added. 

Mr. Kebir repeated the FIS 

position that it would not 

attend a new round of talks 
between the military-backed 
government and opposition 
parties, scheduled for Tues- 


day, saying “the FIS cannot 
make any decisions until it 
has called a conference (of its 
leaders)." 

Mr. Kebir did not say 
where Mr. Madani and Mr. 
Belhadj were being held. 

Meanwhile gunmen killed 
a leader of Algeria’s moder- 
ate Islamic movement Hamas 
and seriously wounded 
another official in an ambush 
in the east Algerian town of 
Constantine, the party said. 

• Ali Ayeb, a member of the 
Hamas executive, was shot 
dead and Boujatra Soitani, 
one of the parry's first lead- 
ers, was wounded in the Fri- 
day night attack, the parry 
said. 

Hamas is taking part in 
political talks, opposed by 
hardline fundamentalists, 
with the Algerian authorities 
to try to find a way out of 
nearly three years of violence 
in which more than 10,000 
people have died. 

A party source said the 
gunmen struck as the two 
men were near Soltani’s 
home. 

The killers' identities were 
not known. 

Armed Islamist groups 
trying to overthrow Algeria 's 
army-bucked authorities have 

threatened Hamas leaders 
several times with reprisals. 

Hamas has urged the au- 
thorities to negotiate with its 

rival, foe FIS. 

But Hamas leader Sheikh 
Mahfoud Naiin ah has bitterly 
criticised armed groups. 


some of who are believed to 
be hardline former members 

of ns. 

In a recent interview, the 
Hamas leader said: ".All the 
world should know that 
among the armed group are 
people who are nothing but 
brigands. Several networks 
have been broken up and it is 
known that they were impli- 
cated in drug trafficking. 

“They have extorted 
funds, beheaded people and 
set up their heads in public 
places, assassinated children 
and made blood run. We 
believe these groups are total 
strangers to Islam.” 

Ayeb, the party’s local 
leader in Skikda region in 
east Algeria, was the second 
senior Hamas man to be kil- 
led. 

Last December, Moham- 
mad Bouslimani, a party 
founder, was kidnapped from 
his home. He was found, his 
throat slit, buried at the foot 
of a mountain some 50 
kilometres southwest of 
Algiers. 

His killing was officially 
blamed on the Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA), viewed as the 
most radical armed faction 
opposed so ialks between the 
opposition and the author- 
ities. 

Meanwhile a member of a 
party which opposes the 

peace talks, Rally for Culture 

and Democracy (RCD l, died 

Friday after bein g shot 
the RCU "said Saturday. 
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PARIS — The dramatic 
overture by Algeria’s army- 
backed leaders towards a 
banned fundamentalist 

movement poses a dilemma 
for France as it pursues its 
own crackdown on Islamic 
activists. 

The conservative govern- 
ment has long feared that an 
Islamic takeover in Algeria 
could send a wave of refugees 
towards France, former colo- 
nial ruler. 

The release of fun- 
damentalist leaders in Alger- 
ia this week raised specula- 
tion the banned Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) may be 
V"-»Iised in exchange for a 
;:Uu. the 2^-vear-old in- 
surgency ■ | *?t has left 10,000 
people dead. 

Pari* is haunted by the 
prospect of . of immig- 
rants settling in i' , if 
- Algeria became an Islamic 
1 state. The government is 
gripped by the fear this could 
happen before next year's 
presidential elections, drain- 
ing votes from the conserva- 
tives and giving a boost to the 
far right. 

France has been busy 
rounding up suspected sym- 
pathisers of the Algerian 
militants, deporting some 
and jailing others for. alleged 
terrorist links. 

The crackdown seemed 
aimed partly at stealing the 
thunder from the far-right 
National Front, expected to 
exploit fears about North 
,\frican immigrants in the 
] residential election. 

The government was 
t flight short when Algerian 
' : . thorities abruptly changed 
t \irse, freeing the country’s 
t ; rwo Islamic leaders Tues- 
i . » , less than two weeks after 
3 v.nce expelled 20 Muslim 
i '.damentalists. 

.-.Igerian authorities gave 
; e Islamic Salvation Front 
1 7IS) leaders limited liberties 
• -rile under house arrest, 
.vjthorilies hope Abassi 
■ ladani and Ali Belhadj will 
bring their organisation to 


Jordan assails Kahane 
Chai ‘settlement’ plan 


AMMAN (AP) — Israel 
should stop an extremist Jew- 
ish group that wants to build 
a settlement in Jordan, a 
foreign ministry spokesman 
said Saturday. 

“It is an irresponsible act 
which by no means serves 
Arab- Israeli peacemaking,” 
Ahmad Mbeidin said. "The 
public opinion and the gov- 
ernment in Israel should res- 
train the group and seriously 
handle this matter." 

3enjamin Kahane, son of 
the assassinated American- 
born Rabbi Meir Kahane, 
said Friday about 150 activ- 
ists with dual U.S. -Israeli 
citizenship would cross into 
Jordan to start a settlement. 

Mr. Mbeidin said the plan 
infringes on Jordanian 
sovereignty. 

After Israel and Jordan en- 
ded their 46-year state of 
belligerency on July 25, the 
Kingdom began admitting 
Israeli tourists who have 
other passports. 

Mr. Kahane is the leader of 
Kahane Chai, an offshoot of 
the anti-Arab Kadi move- 
ment founded by his father, 
wbo was shot to death in New 
York in 1990. 

The 150 would-be settlers 
belong to a Kahane Chai 
organisation called the 
Gilead Group for Settlement 
in Jordan. Speaking on 
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Israeli army radio, Mr. 
Kahane said: "Jordan is an 
inseparable part of the land 
of Israel.” 

Israel banned Kahane Chai 
and Kach after an American- 
born settler who belonged to 
Kach shot and killed more 
than 30 Palestinians worship- 
ping at a mosque m the West 
Bank town of Hebron on 
Feb. 25. 

The Gilead group issued a 
statement Thursday saying its 
members plan to establish a 
settlement 55 kilometres 
sooth of Amman on the site 
they believe is the ancient 
town of Mahan aim. 

The Bible identifies Maha- 
naim as the capital of King 
Solomon’s Seventh District. 
Its exact location has never 
been determined. 

Mahmoud Abu Taleb. an 
archaeology professor at the 
University af Jordan, said 
previous Israeli governments 
and many Jewish scholars 
claim ed Mahanaim was near 
Umm Ad Dananeer, 20 
kilometres northeast of Am- 

‘ There is no concrete evi- 
dence that die site exists any- 
where in the Kingdom and it 
is very difficult to speculate if 
it is in Jordan or elsewhere in 
the region,” Dr. Abu Taleb 
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Egyptian schools reopen amid veil row 


the negotiating table and 


“There are no moderate 
fundamentalists." Interior 
Minister Charles Pasqua had 
said during France's roundup 
last month. 

Now, Paris must change 
gears to ensure it can deal 
effectively with a new Alge- 
rian order. 

"France’s Algerian policy 
is in difficulty because the 
dominant tendency was that 
of security only," said histo- 
rian Benjamin Stora, a lead- 
ing expert on Algeria. 

France last month tracked 
down exiled FIS supporters 
after five more Frenchmen 
were killed in Algiers, raising 
the French death toll there to 
17 in the past year. 

The government expelled 
20 fundamentalist sympathis- 
ers to Burkina Faso in West 
Africa, deeming them a pub- 
lic danger to France. It press- 
ed the United States, Ger- 
many and Britain, where FIS 
leaders have taken refuge, to 
follow suit 

Now, Algerian leaders are , 
moving to rehabilitate the j 
Islamic party that is the coun- 
try’s most popular political I 
force. 

“The only beneficiary of 
such a situation would be the 
far right, wrote Serge July, I 
executive editor of the leftist j 
newspaper Liberation, in this 
week's international edition 
of Newsweek. 

National Front leader 
Jean-Marie Le Pen is ex- 
pected to declare his candida- 
cy this weekend to become a 
contender in a presidential 
■runoff. 

While publicly supporting 
the Algerian government, 
France has maintained con- 
tacts with Islamic leaders, 
according to Antoine Sfeir, 
an expert on Frandi-Arab 
relations. 

The Foreign Ministry has 
denied contacts with Alge- 
rian fundamentalists, but Mr. 
Sfeir said French emissaries 
have met with their parties or 
fundamentalists who do not 
back the violence. 


CAIRO (AFP) — More than 
13 million Egyptian children 
went back to school Saturday 
amid a continuing row over 
the wearing of Muslim heads- 
carves. 

Muslim fundamentalists 
claimed victory after Educa- 
tion Minister Hussein Kamel 
Bahaeddin gave up' his de- 
mand that parents must give 
consent for their children to 
wear headscarves in school. 

- A higher court ruled Thur- 
sday that the law gave the 
minister the right to lay down 
regulations about school uni- 
form. 

But it said a ministerial 
’decree issued in May and 
ovemiled in August "does 
not prevent girls from wear- 
ing the veil" and does not 
constitute a violation of liber- 
ties.” 

The fundamentalist news- 
paper. AI Shaab argued that 
the latest verdict "confirms 
the right of pupils to wear the 
veil... because the minister 
himself cancelled his decree 
by not insisting on parental 
consent for wearing of the 
veil.” 

Instead Mr. Bahaeddin, a 
staunch critic of Islamic fun- 
damentalists, ruled that 
schools must “inform" pa- 
rents if their daughters were 


wearing the veil in school. 

His original decree was 
aimed at ensuring that 
teachers did not force girls to 
wear the veil, covering the 
hair and neck but not the 
face. Last year he transferred 
several fundamentalist 
teachers to other schools on 
the same grounds. 

The decree prompted a vit- 
riolic campaign by Muslim 
conservatives, with 10 fun- 
damentalist lawyers claiming 
that it was unconstitutional 
because Islamic law was the 
main source of legislation in 

Egypt. 

A spokesman for the fun- 
damentalist Muslim Brother- 
hood, Maamun Al Hodeiby, 
told AFP Saturday: “Nothing 
has changed, the return to 
school is going quite normal- 
ly." 

A veiled mother at the 
Gamal Abdul Nasser primary 
school in Cairo’s Mohandes- 
sin district said the court rul- 
ing “gives us a free choice, 
but my eight-year-old daugh- 
ter is too young to wear the 
veil.” 

Hardly 1 any of the girls at 
the school bad their heads 
covered Saturday. But in 
poorer areas of the city and 
Upper Egypt many girls wear 
the headscarf. 




Schoolgirls wearing Jeans and veils a tten d school in the 
Citadel neighbourhood of Cairo on Satniday (AFP photo) 


Lessons learned, work undone as 
U.S. flag comes down in Somalia 


EVEN UNFORGETT- 
ABLE images begin, one 
day, to fade: 

The walking skeletons, the 
tiny corpses, the Toyotas 
equipment with 50-caliber 
accessories. The Marines 
splashing ashore. A soldier’s 
body dragged through the 
dost. 

And now this week’s image 
from Somalia — the lowering 
of the American flag, the end 
of the U.S. presence in 
Mogadishu — is fading out 
amid the sights and sounds of 
an upcoming D-day for Haiti. 

Twenty-two months after it 
stepped into the chaos of one 
country to save lives, the 
United States may be about 
to step into another to save 
democracy. 

Did Somalia teach any les- 
sons? 

"The lesson is: Set your 
limits,” says Robert Oakley, 
the former U.S. diplomatic 
trouble-shooter in Somalia. 
“Because there will be all 
sorts of pressures for us to 
take over and run Haiti.” 

But Mr. Oakley finds 
another lesson, too: The 
world needs an early-warning 
system for such crises, and it 
needs an early-action plan to 
contain them. 

Mohammad Sahnoun 
agrees. “It is important to 
explore ways of checking 
these internal conflicts before 
they become unmanage- 
able,” says the Algerian di- 
plomat who tried to mediate 
the Somali conflict for the 
United Nations. 

Both men, seasoned veter- 
ans of crisis conciliation, be- 
lieve the big powers must 
organise international teams 
of diplomats and other spe- 
cialists to, as Mr. Oakley put 
it, "put out small fires before 
they get out of control.” 

To look back on Somalia, 
.where the last 80 American 
diplomats and Marine guards 
pulled out Thursday, is to see 
three years of lost opportun- 
ity and mis judgment. 

In 1991, as civil war con- 
spired with drought, Soma- 
lia’s people began to starve. 
The United Nations, the 
Organisation of African Uni- 
ty, Somalia’s former colonial 
rulers Italy and Britain, and 
its cold war sponsor, the Un- 


ited States, all stood by. 

“None of these nations or 
institutions, all supposedly 
friends of Somalia and its 
people, moved seriously to 
help the country in its hour of 
need," Mr. Sahnoun writes in 
a new memoir, "Somalia: 
The Missed Opportunuties." 

Outside governments final- 
ly got involved in early 1992, 
and Mr. Sahnoun was named 
U.N. diplomatic point man. 
In April, U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali prop- 
osed a peacekeeping force to 
protect food shipments, but 
the Bush administration 
balked at the expense, fear- 
ing a congressional backlash. 

A big mistake, Mr. Oakley 
said in an interview. "There’s 
a tendency to let these crises 
go until they get very, very 
bad." 

Somalia got very, very bad. 

By November, 1992, dying 
Somalis filled TV screens and 
front pages around the world. 
At least 350,000 had died in 
the famine and violence. 

Five hundreds Pakistani 
peacekeeping troops were 
finally dispatched to Moga- 
dishu in September, but by 
then local faction chief 
Mohammad Farrah Aideed 
felt strong enough to hem 
them in, useless, at the air- 
port. International demands 
for action grew louder. 

On Dec. 9, President Bush 


sent Marine units ashore at 
Mogadishu. Joined by troops 
from other nations, “Opera- 
tion Restore Hope” quickly 
delivered food aid to 
famished comers of southern 
Somalia. The death count 
plunged, but the warring 
clans remained unreconciled. 

Then the news began turn- 
ing bad: A Marine was shot 
dead in mid-January, the first 
U.S. combat casualty- By 
February, thousands of 
Somalis, incited by General 
Aideed, were rioting against 
the foreigners. 

The head count of U.S. 
troops — more than 26,000 at 
their peak — was reduced 
through early 1993, and on 
May 4 the multinational force 
was formally put under U.N. 
command and under a broad- 
er mandate to help “rebuild" 
Somalia. 

A newly aggressive U.N. 
command, determined to dis- 
arm ail factions, sent : 
peacekeepers hunting for 
Gen. Aideed’s arms supplies. 
But on June 5, Pakistani pat- 
rols fell into ambushes, and 
23 were killed. 

Back at New York head- 
quarters, an outraged U.N. 
Security Council ordered 
Gen. Aideed tracked down. 
In Mogadishu, a $25,000 re- 
ward was posted for his cap- 
ture. And the Somalia in- 
tervention reached a turning 



With the gradual departure 
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of international forces, Somali 
Mogadishu streets (file photo) 


point. 

Mr. Oakley describes the 
peacekeepers’ disarmament 
effort as “very provocative," 
since a supposedly neutral 
party suddenly seemed to 
have chosen "sides. Even 
Zeynab AbduUahi, an anti- 
Aideed Somali activist in 
Washington, regrets the 
abrupt change in Mogadishu 
in mid- 1993. 

Although Gen. Aideed 
should have been confronted, 
she said, "now the U.S. Con- 
gress got involved, and in a 
negative way, just like Haiti 
today.” 

Sporadic fi refights were 
taking American lives, and 
discontent was spreading in 
Congress. Then, on Oct. 3, 
1993, a U.S. Army Ranger 
assault on an Aideed stron- 
ghold turned into a blood 
bath — 300 Somalis and IS 
Americans were killed. A 
photograph of a vengeful 
crowd dragging a Ranger's 
body through Mogadishu’s 
streets shocked Americans. 

President Clinton reacted 
by announcing a timetable 
for withdrawal. Last March 
25. the final U.S. operational 
units pu lled out. 

Somalia was to have con- 
ducted a census by now, pre- 
pared for elections, rebuilt a 
police force. But instead 
Mogadishu and other towns 
are again in the grip of 
lawlessness and factional 
fighting, as Gen. Aideed 
slowly gathers allies for a bid 
for total power. 

The U.N. command in 
Somalia still fields 18,800 
troops from 21 nations, but 
its Security Council mandate 
expires in just two weeks, 
and Washington, the chief 
bankroller, sounds reluctant 
to make new long-term com- 
mitments — especially as a 
Haiti operation near s. 

Meanwhile, one by one, 
relief agencies are fleeing the 
renewed violence of Somalia, 
And the land is not helping: 
Com and Sorghum harvests 
are still barely one-quarter 
what they were in the 1980s. 

As the Americans quietly 
withdraw after 646 difficult 
days, U.N. agriculture spe- 
cialists have issued a new 
Somalia bulletin. It warns, in 
words that may recall old 
images for any who listen, 
that “severe food shortages 
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Kurd military official killed in north Iraq 

ERBIL (AFP) — A Kurd military official was shot to death 
and another had his arms blown off by a letter bombh 
Elba, the main Kurdistan city in Iraq, several sources said 

Friday. Rahman Tata a. commander of the Kurd “Peshmer 
ga” fighters of Massoud Barzani’s Kurdistan Democrat 
Party (PDK) was killed Thursday by unknown gn^ 
while he was driving to work, PDK spokesman Sami Abdm 
Rahman said. Also Thursday, PDK military official Ma- 
man Kach k an received a letter bomb which tore off y, 
arms and killed a traffic policeman who was standing beside 
him at the time. The two attacks were confirmed by tb- 
spokesman of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (Upfe) <vf 
Jalal Talabani, the other main Iraqi Kurd group. Kunfe^ 
has been subjected to waves of violence since the Kunfeh 
uprising in March 1991, which drove Baghdad authorities 

from much of northern Iraq. 

Ancient bas-relief dug up in Cairo street 

CAIRO (AFP) — Technicians installing electric cables in a 
Cairo street stumbled across an ancient Egyptian bas-relief 
made of basalt, newspapers reported. The upper section of 
the bas-relief discovered Thursday carried hieroglyph 
inscriptions glorifying “the great god Homs." The carving, 
roughly the height of a man, dated back to 1750 B.C. The 
hieroglyphics were accompanied by relief sculptures inchid. 
ing an unknown god holding a sceptre. The authorities 
decided to continue excavating the road in the busy Shinbia 
district, where local residents said antiquities had been 
discovered before. 

Curtain up for first time in 7 years in Gaza cinema 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — The curtain has gone up for the 
first showing of a film in the Gaza City cinema since it was 
dosed almost seven years ago at the start of the Palestinian 


Thursday an old Indian film A Giant’s Anger. “We are 
showing old films because to hire a new production would 
cost us between $500 and $2,000,” the manager said, 
adding “this is only the beginning." The cinema was 
opened 40 years ago, but forced to shut on Dec. 9, 1987 
when the intifada was launched, as the revolt’s leaders 
declared a period of austerity on the Strip and West Bank. 
Both areas were then under Israeli occupation, but Ga 2a 
and the West Bank town of Jericho are now under 
Palestinian self-rule launched with the May 4 autonomy 


Kuwait to combat phone eavesdropping 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s communications ministry plans 
to crack down on cordless telephone tappers who it said 
were a security hazard, a newspaper reported on Saturday. 
“The Ministry (of Communications) would take stringent 
measures against individuals caught homing in on tele- 
phone conversations,” the English-language Arab Times 
said. Such people were "detrimental to the country's 
security," it said. “Hooking cordless long-range telephones 
to home telephone lines has caused interference with public 
telephone conversations conducted by various government 
establishments and ministries, specifically, national secur- 
ity agencies,” it said. Kuwait bans the unlicensed use of 
radio wave scanning devices and cordless telephones with a 
range exceeding 100 metres, while cellular telephones are 
common in the oil-rich emirate. The paper did not 
elaborate on how the ministry plans to catch people 
violating its ban. 

Kuwait’s navy starts exercises with U.S! 

KUWAIT (AP) — American and Kuwaiti frogmen started 
mine-defusing exercises Saturday, a prelude to live-fire 
naval manoe livers with Britain later this month. The 
week-long U.S.-Kuwaiti exercises, code named Eager 
Express, will employ advanced equipment to dispose of 
underwater ordnance, a Kuwaiti Defence Ministry official 
said. The oil-rich emirate says it still fears aggression from 
Iraq, which invaded Kuwait in August 1990 and was 
ejected seven months after by the U.S.-led Gulf war 
coalition. 

The second set of manoeuvers, called eager sentry, is to 
start Sept. 25 around Abu Jazza, northeast of Faflaka 
Island. The Defence Ministry official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said Eager Sentry would include 
naval formations, manoeuvring and directing aircraft from 
ships. 

Mild quake shakes southeastern Turkey 

ANKARA (AP) — An earthquake with a preliminary 
magnitude of 4.3 shook southeastern Turkey Saturday, 
officials said. There were no reports of damage or 
casualties. The centre of the quake, which hit the provinces 
of Diyarbakir, Batman and Siirt at 5:24 a.m. (0224 GMT) 
was around 1,000 kilometres southeast of Ankara, seismic | 
officials in Istanbul said. Turkey sits on an earthquake- 
prone belt known as the Anatolian fault. j 

Earthquake jolts western Tunisia 

TUNIS (R) — An earthquake measuring 4.7 on the 1 
open-ended Richter scale jolted Tunisia’s western Unbar , 
region on Saturday, the official Tunisian news agency TAP 
said. It made no mention of damage or casualties. TAP, 
quoting the National Institute of Meteorology, said the 
quake was centred some 90 kilometres west of Tunis and 
was recorded at 0456 GMT. Residents in the neighbouring 
cities of Beja, Gaafour, Oued Zarga, Jendouba and 
Siliana, some 70 kilometres away, felt the tremor. 
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4$ Kingdom urges world 
no,;, to support peace drive 


COPENHAGEN (Petra) — 
Jordan Saturday urged the 
world community to support 
its peace drive as represented 
in the Washington Declara- 
tion signed between Jordan 
and Israel on July 25, 1994, 
and its quest to attain a 
permanent and just peace in 
implementation of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
242 and 338. 

Jordan’s call was made by* 
Senate Speaker Ahmad Law- 
zi at the International Par- 
liamentary Union (IPU) 
meeting held in Copenhagen 


The Washington Declara- 
tion has put an end to the 
t state of war between Jordan 
and Israel, marked the begin- 
. ning of an era of creating a 
■ just and comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East and 
. removed the walls of hatred 
among peoples, said Mr. 
Lawzi. 

Jordan, said Mr. Lawzi, 
calls for peace that can en- 
sire regional and International 
cooperation and one in which 
. the rich nations of the north 
. help the poor nations of the 
south. 

He said Jordan hopes that 
poor countries such as itself 
can participate in integrated 
plans for the development of 
their regions socially, econo- 
; mically and environmentally, 

' and combat poverty and 
backwardness. 

Referring to Jordan’s con- 
* tributions to the U.N.-peace- 
keeping efforts, Mr. Lawzi 
said that thousands of Jorda- 



Darat al Funun presents 
Kamal Boullata 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The new 

- cultural season at Darat Al 
. Funun, an art gallery/ 

- • . , institute in Jabal Webdeh, 

will open today with an ex- 
■* hibition of recent works by 
Jerusalem-born artist Kamal 
, Boullata, acoording to a gal- 
. lery statement Saturday. This 
■ exhibition is Mr. Boullata’s 
... , second only to be held in 
. Jordan ^n?e jthe^artist took,, 
up resident in Washington 
25 years ago, said the state- 
ment. 

= • „ r For this special occasion, 
said a gallery spokesperson, 
Darat Al Funun and the 
■„ Abdul Hameed Shoman 
‘ Foundation are sponsoring a 

- ... i cultural programme entitled: 
_-! “Jerusalem and its Creative 

• Memory.” The programme 
•i will run throughout the first 
« week following the Boullata 
. % exhibition's opening, the 
spokesperson said. 

-» The major body of works 
. included in Mr. Boullata 's 
-.r exhibition has recently been 

- realised by the artist in Spain 
* 1 • i and Morocco. With a senior 

scholar Fbllbrigbt Fellowship 
granted over two consecutive 
years, Mr. Boullata con- 
rsr- V ducted field research in Isla- 
mic geometric art in Moroc- 
— . * co. As a direct product of bis 
. research in these, the artist 
■- created the present series of 
I works exhibited at Darat Al- 
... ; Funun, said the statement. 

Entitled “Duets, Quartets 
- ' and a Triangle," Mr. Boulla- 
ta’s exhibition contains a 
series of seri graphic prints in 
r i a limited edition and a collec- 
; Tli" r tion of acrylic paintings on 
' canvas. 

- J Regardless of the medium 

- - . used, Mr. Boullata’s an is 

: r . characterised by geometric 

' forms executed with mathe- 
; ' matical precision, said the 
‘Statement. 

■ - His hard-edged forms are 

contrasted with what* seems 
to be an endless gradation of 
’ translucent colour, according 
— — _ to the spokesperson. In read- 

^ dressing himself to questions 

- , of form and colour once per- 


fected in Andalusia, the site 
of his recent research, Mr. 
Boullata’s visual language 
continues to be rooted in the 
American school of geomet- 
ric abstraction, said the 
spokesperson. 

Cultural events organised 
in conjuction with Mr. Boul- 
lata’s exhibition include the 
showing of the feature-length 
E n g.,1 j s h - 1 a.n g u a g e . 
documentary “Stranger At , 
Home” by Dutch filmmaker 
Rudolf van den Berg.. The 
film will be shown at the 
Shoman Foundation’s Al 
Muntada Hall, on Monday 
evening. 

“Stranger At Home”, pub- 
licly shown in Jordan for the 
first time, received wide 
acclaim abroad. After its pre- 
miere showing at the Amer- 
ican Film Institute in 
Washington. Myriam Rosen 
described the film in Middle 
East Report as follows: 

“Richly nuanced in form 
and thought, it is a kind of 
double documentary, at once 
a film about the exiled 
Palestinian painter Kamal 
Boullata and his visit to Jeru- 
salem, and a film about the 
making of the film, about the 
multilayered relationship be- 
tween Boullata and Van den 
Berg, as friends, visual 
artists, Palestinian and Jew." 

Variety film magazine 
wrote: “Excellent cinema- 
tography and good technical 
credits help to sustain the 
emotional impact of this story 
of a gifted, intelligent and 
successful exile, unable to 
feel at home either in 
Washington or in Jeru- 
salem.” - 

Following the film’s show- 
ing at the Museum of Modern 
Art in Paris, Le Monde’s 
Laois Marcorellies concluded 
that, the film was “a passion- 
ate spectacle from beginning 
to end.” 

After the showing of the 
film, Mr. Boullata will meet 
with and respond to ques- 
tions from the audience, said 
the gallery statement. 




Majali to address businessmen’s group 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul Sal am Majali 
today will address a meeting organised by the Jordanian 
Business men’s Association (JBA) at the Philadelphia 
Hotel and discuss the latest developments in economic and 
pointed fields at the regional and the international levels as 
well as progress in the Middle East peace process. 

Al Hassan to attend U.N. meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of State for Foreign Affaire 
Talal Al Hassan leaves today for New York to take part in 
the U.N. General Assembly’s 49th meeting which is due to 
start on Sept. 20. Mr. Hassan will also meet several Arab 
and foreign ministers on the sidelines of the meetings. 

RJ opens office at Foreign Ministry 

AMMAN (Petra) — Royal Jordanian (RJ), the national 
airline, Saturday said that it has opened an office at the 
Foreign Ministry. The office will facilitate the travel 
arrangements of stare officials preparing for nupions 
abroad. The office telephone numbers are 619-554 and 
644-361 extension 346. 


‘Ministry plans to expand sex education programme 
in implementation of population education curricula’ 


man troops are currently 
serving under the U.N. flag 
in Angola, Mozambique, 
Cambodia. Croatia and other 
troubled regions of the 
world. 

With reference to the past 
conflicts in the Middle East, 
Mr. Lawzi said Jordan was a 
recipient of forced migrations 
of displaced persons mainly 
from Palestine who flooded 
the Kingdom since 1948 and 
placing a substantial toll on 
the country’s socio-economic 
situation. 

He called on the Israeli 
government and people to 
seize the opportunity of 
peace-making with Jordan, 
the Palestinians and the rest 
of the Arab World and 
embark on an era of regional 
cooperation with the Arab 
states to attain the aspired 
progress and prosperity. 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Education intends to expand 
its sex education programme 
to include information about 
birth control and birth spac- 
ing, according to the ministry 
Secretary General Munther 
Masri. 

“Since abortion is illegal, 
we will try to introduce stu- 
dents to birth control 
methods and birth spacing 
strategies which would in- 
crease their awareness about 
the population issue,” Dr. 
Masri told the Jordan Times 
Saturday following the open- 
ing of a seminar on popula- 
tion education. The secretary 
general added that the sub- 
ject will be introduced in the 
textbooks of first graders 
through tenth graders. 

Delivering a speech on be- 
half of the Minister of Educa- 
tion, Dr. Masri said the 
ministry’s project aims at de- 
fining the objectives of 
population education in Jor- 
dan and proposing ways for 
providing such education in 
the schools. 

He said the ministry wants 
to scrutinise the curriculum 
and school textbooks to study 
their relation to population 
education, childhood, migra- 
tion, women and regional 
factors, which exist in the 
current curriculum. 

The conference, held in 
cooperation with the United 
Nations Fund for Population 
Activities (UNFPA) is de- 
signed to review the working 
papers presented by the 


ministry’s council on the pos- 
sibility of altering or adding 
qe\v material to the curricu- 
lum to raise students’ aware- 
ness about population prob- 
lems, according to Dr. Masn. 

He told the Jordan Tiroes 
that the council, appointed 
by the ministry, will work on 
adding new material to the 
curriculum which would not 
conflict with the society’s 
traditions and beliefs. 

Talal Zoibi, director of the 
Curriculum and School Tex- 
tbooks Programme, who also 
addressed the participants, 
said population education has 
become a priority for many 
countries around the world, 
and most have adopted the 
population as part of their 
school curriculum in order to 
help students realise the 
population problem and their 
role in solving it. 

After the current three-day 
seminar several workshops 
will be conducted to draft a 
final document that will in- 
dude materials to be added 
in the school curriculum, said 
Dr. Zoibi. 

The next phase, he added, 
will indude training and in- 
forming teachers on the 
changes and additions to the 
curriculum. 

Senior Programme Officer 
at the UNFPA, Dirwas 
Alkhas, said this conference 
is part of the 1992-96 UNFPA 
country programme in Jor- 
dan. 

“It’s actually an introduc- 
tion of population education 
in the basic education in Jor- 
dan, and hopefully after the 
completion of phase one we 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — A 30-year-old 
man- was killed Friday, and 
another was listed’ in critic- 
al condition after inhaling 
carbon monoxide emitting 
from a water well pump. 
Two Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) rescue offic- 
ers were also listed in fair 
condition after inhaling the 
poisonous gas after attemp- 
ting to rescue the two men 
in Hikma town of Irbid, 
police and CDD reports 
said. 

Mohammad A. 
Batayneh was pumping wa- 
ter out of the well of his 
home when he started 
shouting for help, Nizar M. 
Rifai, 30, a friend of Mr. 
Batayneh, told police. 

Mr. Rifai said he rushed 
to save his friend but when 
he went down the well he 
was unable to breathe and 
fainted. 

A CDD official told the 
Jordan Times Saturday that 
Mr. Batayneh had placed a 
water pump inside the well, 
which was narrow. When 
the victim began operating 
the pump the carbon monoxide 
fumes cut down the oxygen in 
the well. 

Two of the CDD team 
involved in the rescue 
attempt which ~ saved the 
life of Mr. Rifai, were 
taken to Prince Rashed 
Hospital for toxic fume in- 
halation. 

Toddler drowns in well 

Also in Irbid, a two-year- 
old girl Friday drowned in a 
water well in Al Mazar, 
CDD reports said. 


According to the report, 
Amani Khalaf was playing 
in the backyard of her 
house when she fell .in the 
water well. . 

A CDD official told the 
Jordan Times that the fami- 
ly of the victim thought 
their daughter was playing 
in the backyard of their 
house. Half an hour later, 
the official said, the family 
noticed their daughter was 
missing and “when they 
went to check on her they 
found her in the well." 

“When we pulled the 
child out of the well she 
was already dead. She had 
been in there for more than 
half an hour,” the CDD 
official said. 

The toddler was taken to 
Prince Rashed Hospital 
and was later transferred to 
Al Bashir Hospital for an 
autopsy. 

Police investigate 
death of man 

Police Saturday were in- 
vestigating the mysterious 
death of a 29-year-old man ; 
in Tla’a Al Ali, reports 
showed. ! 

According to the report, 
the victim's friend, identi- 
fied as A.A.M. went to 
visit his friend, identified 
by police only as A.M.S. 
He told police that be 
knocked on the door and 
when he got no answer he 
looked through a window 
and saw his friend lying on 
the floor. The body was 
taken to Al Bashir Hospital 
for an autopsy by the 
CDD. Police would not re- 
lease any further informa- 
tion and said they were 
investigating the incident. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of ofl paintings by Kamal Boullata entitled 
“Duets, Quartets, and a Triangle” at Darat Al Funun of 
the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in Jabal Luweib- 
deh. Also showing “permanent exhibition of 56 Arab 
contemporary artists (Tel. 643251/21. 

* Exhibition by artist Nadim Muhsin at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of stained glass and icons by Olia Bseiso at 
The Gallery at the Hotel Inter. Continental (8:00 a.m. - 

7:00 p.m. except on Friday) (Tel. 641361). 

* Two exhibitions of abstract art respectively by Mar-wan 
'Allan and a group of Jordanian artists at tbe Royal 

Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of paintings by Nasir Thamir at Ain Art 
Gallery. Wadi Saqra St. (Tel. 6444511. 

* “The Golden Crown Exhibition" of Jordanian national 
products at the Amman Auto Exhibition, Airport Road. 

■* Exhibition of handicrafts at Haya Cultural Centre (Tel. 
604600). 




m- 





Ministry of Education Secretary General Munther Masri (centre) Saturday chairs the opening of a 
se minar on population education (Petra photo) 


should have a much longer 
project for the actual imple- 
mentation of the project in 
the future,” Dr. Alkhas told 
the Jordan Times. 

“We fed that the Ministry 
of Education is very serious 
about introducing population 
education in the curriculum, 
as you know Jordan is char- 


acterised with a high popula- 
tion rate resulting from high 
natural growth rate, migra- 
tion and population,” he 
added. 

Dr. Alkhas said the UN- 
FPA realises that Jordan has 
limited natural resources and 
is facing some serious shor- 1 


tages in water resources, and 
“it is high time for people and 
students, who comprise one- 
third of the country’s popula- 
tion, to realise these facts and 
plan their future according- 
ly.” 

Saturday, participants pre- 
sented three working papers 


that discussed population and 
education, the current 
population situation in Jor- 
dan and the national popula- 
tion strategy plan. 

Today and Monday partici- 
pants will review other Arab 
countries' experiments in 
population education. 


Carbon monoxide 
poisoning claims 
life of 30-year-old 


‘Jordan receives high rating for 
economic restructuring programme’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The approval 
of die International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) of an addi- 
. tiopal credit to Jordan to 
. help it meet its needs to 
boost its foreign exchange 
reserves, emphasises the 
high rating the Kingdom 
has achieved in adhering to 
the economic restructuring 
programme, a senior fi- 
nance ministry official said 
Saturday. 

The official was com- 
menting on a decision 
adopted on Wednesday by 
the IMF to approve a 
Jordanian request to aug- 
ment the amount available 
to it under the extended 
fund facility (EFF) by 25 
million special drawing 
rights (SDRs), about $36 
million. 

With the addition, the 
EFF available to Jordan be- 
tween May 1994 and May 
1997 stands at 152.8 million 
SDRs, about $217 million, 


said the official, who pre- 
ferred not u identified. 

The official, correcting a 
report that the assistance 
was coming from the World 
Bank, also noted that it was 
the first time that the IMF 
was offering an EFF credit 
■ to Jordan. Until- now, IMF . 
credits were available under 
■standby agreements for 18 
months depending on 
periodical reviews and Jor- 
dan’s implementation of 
economic reforms. 

The official explained 
that loans from the World 
Bank to Jordan had to be 
seen “distinctly separate” 
from the IMF credit facility. 

“World Bank loans are 
mostly aimed at improving 
the efficiency and addres- 
sing problems in the various 
sectors such as energy, wa- 
ter, agriculture etc.,” said 
the official. 

“The IMF credit, which 
is available in tranches of 
9.8 million SDRs every 
three months, will be used 
to support the govern- 
ment’s medium-term eco- 


nomic and financial reform 
programme.” 

(The government has 
already signed several 
agreements with the World 
Bank under which the inter- 
national' body is extending 
Joans to the “Kingdom to 
improve its energy, water 
and* agriculture sectors. The 
World Bank loans carry 
mostly commercial interest 
rates but are co-financed by 
other governments, mainly 
Japan and Germany, whose 
share of the loan amount 
carries concessional interest 
rates. Thus, the actual rate 
of interest payable comes 
down to slightly more than 
half the commercial bank 
rates). 

The IMF decision to in- 
crease the EFF available to 
Jordan came after the first 
six-monthly review of Jor- 
dan's performance in an up- 
dated three-year restructur- 
ing programme approved in 
May this year. 

Finance Minister Sami 
Gammoh has said the IMF 


was highly satisfied with 
Jordan’s performance and 
its success in meeting the 
predetermined targets. 

In fact, the minister said, 
Jordan had exceeded the 
expectations ana projections j 
set in the IMF programme ' 
in terms of inflation and 
imports and exports. 

The main measure that 
Jordan has undertaken in 
the updated programme is 
to have an effective “com- 
prehensive reform package 
in taxation.” 

“The idea is to lower the 
rate of taxes and widen the 
base of taxation,” ex- 
plained the ministry offi- 
cial. “This aims at en- 
couraging those who evade 
taxes to come forward and 
pay taxes at lower rates.” 

“Hiking the rate of taxes 
simply for the purpose of 
increasing revenues is coun- 
terproductive,” said 
another government offi- 
cial. “Higher rates will only 
lead to increased tax eva- 
sion.” 


U.N. extends school meal programme 

3-year renewal to benefit adult learners 


AMMAN (Petra) — More 
than 65,000 people in eight 
go ve mo rates and districts of 
Jordan will benefit from a 
joint Jordanian-United Na- 
tions school meal programme 
now being extended for three 
years, according to Ni’mat 
Sabuleish, head of the School 
Health and Food Depart- 
ment at the Ministry of 
Education Saturday. 

In 1989 the U.N. World 
Food Programme (WFP) 
signed a five-year agreement 
with the government to pro- 
vide meals for school chil- 
dren: that programme, has 
now been renewed to benefit 
four categories, said Mrs. 
Sabuleish. 

These, she said, are: Pupils 
in the basic primary stage 
from class one to six; learners 
at adult education and liter- 
ary centres; women trainees 
in vocational centres run by 
the Queen Alia Fund for 
Social Development (QAF); 
and children at nursery cen- 
tres operated by QAF. 

The agreement, which was 
approved by the Council of 
Ministers last week, benefits 
60,000 school children in 540 
schools, 3 ,200 learners at the ■ 
adult education and literacy 
centres, 1.000 women lear- 
ners at vocational centres run 
by QAF and, 1,600 children 
in QAF - operated nurseries, 
said Mrs. Sabuleish. 

She said that students qual- 
ifying for the meal program- 
me should be from needy 
families with monthly earn- 
ings ranging between JD 75 










A vocational training centre in Karak where women learn, the trade of tricot 
clothes-making (File photo) 

and JD 105. and women in the rural re- the programme come from 

The aim of the program- gions to be trained in a trade the Ma'an. Karak. Tafileh. 

me, she said, is to alleviate that would help them to earn Mafraq, Aqaba. South 

the suffering of the poor, a living. Shuneh, Deir Allah and the 

prevent school drop-outs, en- According to Mrs. northern Jordan Valley re- 
courage the illiterate to learn Sabuleish, beneficiaries of gions. 
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U.S. fears Bosnian Serbs may 

retaliate against Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (R) — U.N. 
plans to tighten the noose on 
Bosnian Serbs for their rejec- 
tion of a big power peace 
plan have prompted fears 
they may retaliate against 
Sarajevo, diplomats said 
Saturday. 

U.N. peacekeepers in the 
Bosnian capital blamed its 
Serb besiegers for turning off 
gas supplies this week and 
privately said they were also 
responsible for cutting its 
electricity and water. 

The actions indicated the 
extent to which Sarajevo is at 
the mercy of military- 
superior Bosnian Serb forces 
surrounding it. 

The big power contact 
-group for Bosnia — the Un- 
ited States, Russia, Britain, 
France and Germany — 
asked the Security Council 
Friday to tighten sanctions 
■ .againk the Bosnian Serbs to 
! tty to force them to negoti- 
ate. 

At the same time they 
-.urged the U.N. to ease 
'. almost 2-‘A years of sanctions 
against Yugoslavia in return 

Hong Kong 
-readies for 
list fully 
democratic 
election 

HONG KONG (Agencies) 
*i— Candidates lobbied voters 
-and distributed manifestos 
•Saturday as Hong Kong 
.'readied for its first fully 
•".democratic election under 
British rule. 

- The last-minute prepara- 
tions for Sunday’s election 
climaxed weeks of often- 
fierce campaigning which 
have highlighted how party 
politics is blooming in Hong 
Kong before China recovers 
the colony in 1997. 

A record 757 candidates 
are contesting 364 seats on 
district boards — community 
bodies which advise rite gov- 
ernment on garbage collec- 
tion, where to put bus stops 
and other local concerns. 

Although the issues are 
local, analysts hope the elec- 
tion will provide a guide to 
how Hong Kong's political 
landscape will look in the 
final critical years before Chi- 
na takes over. 

Key is whether the Demo- 
crats, who swept the last elec- 
tion for the legislature in 
1991, can head off challenges 
from nearly half a dozen new 
political parties, including a 
pro-China alliance fighting its 
first-ever election. 

Analysts also want to see 
how independent candidates, 
who have done well in the 
past, fare against rivals now 
backed by parties whose cam- 
paign machines are becoming 
increasingly slick. 

Whatever the outcome, 
analysts and politicians agree 
that the election already has 
proved that Western-style 
politics can find roots in a 
colony once regarded as 
being interested only in mak- 
ing money. 

“Hong Kong people have 
taken to politics more readily 
and quicker than any other 
society I have seen," Michael 
Degolyer, an American 
sociologist who is studying 
the election, said in an inter- 

Mr. Degolyer predicts that 
up to a record 800,000 people 
will vote Sunday, which 
would suggest continued sup- 
port for electoral reforms de- 
vised by Gov. Chris Patten 
against China’s wishes. 

Mr. Patten’s reforms scrap- 
ped appointed seats on the IS 
district boards and for the 
first time allowed all candi- 
dates to be directly elected. 

The reforms also have 
added thousands of new vo- 
ters by lowering the voting 
age from 21 to 18, and have 
given the boards the power to 
elect a sixth of the legislature. 

Mr. Patten's re f o rm s came 
after years during which the 
government tried to stall calls 
for more democracy by 


arguing that Hong Kong peo- 
ple were politically apathetic. 
The government only intro- 


for its imposition of a military 
blockade to punish the Bos- 
nian Serbs for opposing the 
peace deal. 

There was concern the 
Bosnian Serbs would respond 
to the new pressure on them 
by activating a threat from 
their leader, Radovan Karad- 
zic. to deprive Sarajevo’s 
3 SO. 000 inhabitants of vital 
services. 

Mr. Karadzic, president of 
the self-styled Bosnian Serb 
Republic, warned recently he 
would squeeze the city so 
tightly that even a bird would 
not get into it. 

Serbs control the flow of 
gas and electricity to 
Sarajevo and all road access. 
Water cannot be pumped 
without electrical power. 

U.N. sources said the in- 
terruption of power supplies 
this weekend was an ominous 
sign with the approach of the 
harsh Balkan winter. 

The Bosnian Serb Army 
IBSA) can stop relief flights 
to the airport at will despite a 
U.N. heavy weapons exclu- 
sion for a radius of 20 


kilometres around. 

The British Overseas De- 
velopment Agency (ODA) 
halted aid flights Friday after 
its aircraft came under fire 
again. 

There was no immediate 
Bosnian Serb reaction to the 
big power move against them 
because telephone lines to 
their "capital” at pale outside 
Sarajevo are cut under the 
Yugoslav blockade. 

The Belgrade newspaper 
Borba quoted Bosnian Serb 
Vice-President Nikola Kol- 
jevic as saying before the 
announcement that the lead- 
ership would stand by its 
rejection of the plan until it 
was changed. 

The big powers wanted to 
divide the former Yugoslav 
republic betwen the Serbs 
and a federation of Muslims 
and Croats. The plan would 
force Serbs to give up land 
they have won during 29 
months of fighting. 

Mr. Koljevic, regarded as a 
moderate, told Borba the 
solution to the war lay in 
talks between the three war- 


Sri Lanka to elect 
president on Nov. 19 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lank- 
a's presidential election will 
be held on Nov. 9, the state- 
run Sri Lanka Broadcasting 
Corporation said Saturday. 

The elections commission- 
er has called for nominations 
i on Oct. 7, it said. 

Sri Lanka's new prime 
minister, Chandrika Bandar- 
anaike Kumaratunga, is ex- 
pected to be the presidential 
candidate of the People's 
Alliance (PA), which won 
last months general election 
by a narrow margin. 


The United National Par- 
ty, the former ruling party, 
which held power for 17 
years, has already named 
opposition leader and former 
government minister Gamini 
Dissanayake as its candidate. 

Almost 11 million people 
are eligible to vote. 

The new government has 
said it plans to scrap the 
executive presidency, as part 
of a package of constitutional 
reforms by the latter pan of 
next year. 


China pressure may push 
for Taiwan independence 


TAIPEI (R) — A campaign 
by Beijing to isolate Taiwan 
internationally could fuel loc- 
al demands for independence 
for the island, government 
spokesman Jason Hu said 
Saturday. 

“Communist China- mis- 
takenly thinks its new isola- 
tion policy can prevent tKe 
so-called ‘two Chinas', ‘one 
China, one Taiwan' or the 
development of Taiwan inde- 
pendence," Mr. Hu, director 
of the government Informa- 
tion Office, told reporters be- 
fore leaving to visit the Un- 
ited States and Japan - 

‘‘This understanding runs 
completely counter to the 
reality," Mr. Hu said. 

The Nationalist govern- 
ment in Taiwan and China's 
Communist rulers both say 
they want to reunify the terri- 
tories but have failed to agree 
on the means, with Beijing 
threatening an invasion if the 
island declares independ- 


Taiwan’s people currently 
are not in favour of a split 
from China forever, but this 
could change if Chinese 
methods of isolation create 
extreme disgust and dis- 
appointment among the is- 
land’s residents," Mr. Hu 
said. 

Many Taiwanese were 
angered this week when the 
Olympic Council of Asia 
(OCA) Monday bowed to 
Beijing’s threats to boycott 
next month’s Asian Games in 
Japan if Taiwan President 
Lee Teng-Hui attended, and 
effectively withdrew his in- 
vitation. 

Increasingly strident calls 
for independence in recent 
years by the island's opposi- 
tion parties, slowly stren- 
gthening since the lifting of 
martial law in 1987, have 
struck a chord with many 
people. 


Conference to focus on 
persecuted writers 


OSLO, Norway (AP) — 
Several persecuted writers, 
including Bangladesh's Tasli- 
ma Nasrin, are expected next 
week at a conference devoted 
to their plight and free 
speech. 

Others will miss the event. 
They are in prison for speak- 
ing their minds. 

The Norwegian Writers 
Union called the two-day 
event in the west coast town 
of Stavanger to focus on 
seven persecuted writers, in- 
cluding Ms. Nasrin, who fled 
to Sweden from death threats 
in Bangladesh last month. 

They will also discuss 
British-Indian author Salman 
Rushdie, although there was 
no confirmation he would 
attend. 

“Through these, we hope 
to draw attention to the at 
least 700 writers in the world 
who are being persecuted by 
their countries governments, 
or threatened by others,” 
said union Chairman Thor- 
vald Steen at a news confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Steen said Ms. Nasrin 
plans to attend the sympo- 
sium on freedom of express- 
ion, which opens Wednesday 
and is expected to draw about 


Mr. Rushdie has lived in 
hiding since 1989, when 
Iran’s theocrats declared his 
book. The Satanic Verses, 
blasphemous against Islam 
and ordered his death. He 
has frequently turned up un- 
announced in Scandinavia. 

“It is just as exciting every 
time to see whether he pops 
up or not.” Mr. Steen said. 

Ms. Nasrin was threatened 
by Islamic fundamentalists in 
her homeland in Bangladesh. 
She is living in seclusion in 


Sweden after fleeing in Au- 
gust rom death threats. 

“One thing the symposium 
will focus on is the battle be- 
tween Fundamentalism on 
one side and tolerance on the 
other,” Mr. Steen said. 

A year ago, Norwegians 
were stunned when Willi am 
Nygaard, the Norwegian- 
language publisher of Rush- 
die’s books, was shot twice 
and severely wounded in 
Oslo. 

Police have not solved the 
case. But Mr. Rushdie and 
Mr. Nygaard both suspect 
that the attack was linked to 
the publication of The Sata- 
nic Verses. 

During the symposium, 
seven Norwegian writers will 
present cases of seven perse- 
cuted writers selected by the 
International Pen writers 
group. 

The seven are: Mr. Rush- 
die, Ms. Nasrin, Hwang Suk- 
Yong of South Korea. Ken 
Saro-Wrwa of Nigeria, Man- 
sur Mohammad Ahmad Ra- 
jih of Yemen, Yndamiro 
Restano of Cuba and Bozor 
Sobir of Tajikistan. 

Mr. Steen said other wri- 
ters were also invited. He 
said he was especially dis- 
appointed that Ismail Besikci 
of Turkey could not attend. 

Mr. Besikci, a Turk, has 
been jailed off and on for the 
past 20 years for his repeated 
defence of the Kurdish 
minority in Turkey. 

“He now has a sentence of 
1,400 years in jail for his 
efforts.” Mr. Steen said. “He 
is tough and that is why he is 
punished.” 

Mr. Steen said he felt 
obliged to call attention to 
the Kurds’ plight and to Mr. 
Besikd’s courage. 


“The main problem we 
face — the international com- 
munity and ourselves — is 
how to discourage the Mus- 
lims (from fighting on) and 
convince them that the war 
options is not the right one.” 

“Now that they have been 
defeated in their offensives, 
we hope they will sit down at 
the negotiating table and 
realise that a political, not 
military solution, is the only 
one possible.” 

The big powers want the 
Security Council to freeze 
Bosnian Serb foreign trade, 
finance and travel. 

They said the sanctions 
against Yugoslavia should be 
eased to allow international 
air travel and sport for 100 
days while international 
monitors check the border 
blockade. 

The restrictions would 
reapply automatically ■ if 
monitors discovered the 
Yugoslavs were supplying the 
Bosnian Serbs illegally with 
fuel or military equipment. 

Swedes 
vote amid 
waning 
SDP 
support 

STOCKHOLM (R) — 
Sweden’s Social Democratic 
Party (SDP) has suffered a 
further loss of popularity, 
according to an opinion poll 
published on the eve of Sun- 
day's elections, but is still 
expected to lead the next 
government. 

A Gallup Poll in the daily 
Expressen Saturday showed 
the SDP's support falling 2.3 
percentage points to 42.8 per 
cent, confirming a trend seen 
in earlier polls. 

The last Gallup/Expressen 
poll on Sept. 8 showed the 
SDP’s support falling 5.2 
points to 45.1 per cent. 

Pollsters say voters who 
are committed to retaining 
Sweden’s welfare state have 
begun deserting Mr. Carl- 
sson’s SDP in favour of smal- 
ler leftist or centrist parties. 

Despite the drop however 
the SDP is still set to win the 
lion's share of the vote, and 
party leader Ingvar Carlsson 
is considered likely to oust 
conservative Prime Minister 
Carl Bildt. 

“Ingvar Carlsson will prob- 
ably be prime minister, but 
the question is what kind of 
government we will have,” 
said Anders Sannerstedt, 
political science professor at 
Lund University. 

Mr. Carlsson has said he 
would prefer to work with the 
centrist Liberal or centre par- 
ties. 

One of the country’s top 
industrialists, former Volvo 
boss Pehr Gyllenhammar, 
entered the campaign Satur- 
day with a direct last-minute 
appeal for Swedes to vote for 
the Liberals. 

According to the Express- 
en poll, an SDP/Liberal 
coalition would gain just over 
50 per cent of the vote. 



Space shuttle Discovery astronaut Carl Meade astronaut Mark Lee are evaluating the units 
rotates in space nang the new Simplified Aid durmg the first uu tethered space walks in 
For EVA Rescue (SAFER) unit above the America’s space programme In ten years (AFP 
shuttle’s cargo bay with the edge of the Earth photo) 
above his head. Meade along with fellow 

2 spacewalking astronauts 
unhook lifelines, fly free 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — Two jet-propelled 
astronauts unbooked their 
lifelines to space shuttle Dis- 
covery and flew free 150 
miles (240 kilometres) above 
earth Friday in the first un- 
tethered spacewalk in 10 
years. 

Mark Lee and Carl Meade 
had only one jet pack be- 
tween them and took turns 
flying with the one-of-a-kind, 
$7 million unit. The jet pack 
is meant to be a life preserver 
for space station crews of the 
future. 

“This thing works like a 
champ,” Lee said as he ho- 
vered over Discovery’s cargo 
bay, firing tiny jets to guide 
his way. 

He was only the seventh 
person to fly free in space. 
Meade was no. 8. 

The next step was even 
more dramatic. With a bril- 
liant blue Earth as a back- 
drop, Lee and Meade stood 
at the end of Discovery’s 
50-foot (15.25-metre) mecha- 
nical arm. Meade, his feet 
secured to the crane, shoved 
Lee into a bead-over-heels 
tumble of the sort a space wal- 
ker might experience in an 
emergency. 

Meade apparently didn’t 
realise his own strength, and 
Lee somersaulted again and 


again. Lee asked him to be 
more gentle. Meade obliged, 
and this time Lee did a siow- 
motion pirouette. 

The trickiest exercise of 
the seven-hour spacewalk 
had each spacewalker propel 
himself along the length of 
the shuttle arm, which was 
bent at a sharp angle. They 
scooted from the shoulder to 
the elbow, around the bend, 
up to the end and then back 
down again — never using 
their hands. 

Looking down at Earth, 
Lee said: “I’d like to say 
hello to all my classmates at 
the 20th reunion at the Air 
Force Academy. I wish I 
could be there, but as you see 
someone's got to fly high 
cover for all of you.” 

Until Friday, only six 
astronauts had walked in 
space without a lifeline to the 
mother ship, all in 1984. The 
first was NASA's Bruce 
McCandless. 

Each of the first six human 
satellites used NASA’s mas- 
sive manned manoeuvering 
units, which were mothballed 
because of their size and ex- 
pense. 

The new jet pack, called 
SAFER — for Simplified Aid 
For Extravehicular Activity 
Rescue — weighs just 83 


pounds (37.6 kilogrammes) 
on Earth bnt, like everything 
else, nothing in space. It is 
not nearly as thick or 
cumbersome as the old one. 
There are 24 tiny nitrogen gas 
jets, and the spacewalker 
guides himself with a joys- 
tick. 

The rules for the spacewalk 
were simple: No flying more 
than 25 feet (7.6 metres) 
from Discovery and no 
speeding. And only one 
spacewalker untethered at a 
time. 

The average speed of each 
jet-propelled spacewalker 
was just one-half foot per 
second (15 centimetres per 
second), or a measly one- 
third mph (one-half kph). 
The maximum speed of the 
jet pack is 7 mph (11 kph). 

Discovery’s commander, 
Richard Richards, closely 
watched the spacewalkers, 
ready to come to the rescue if 
the jet pack failed. 

Spacewalkers will require a 
lightweight jet pack like 
SAFER when building the 
space station. A shuttle dock- 
ed to a station wouldn't be 
able to undock fast enough to 
save a spacewalker from 
floating way into the void. 

Discovery’s 10-day mission 
is due to end Monday. 


Russia to tighten nuclear security 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Moving 
to confront concerns of huge 
gaps in Russia’s nuclear 
security, the Kremlin Satur- 
day prepared to send a top 
security official to Germany 
after ordering a tightening of 
the nation's nuclear safe- 
guards. 

The head of the Federal 
CoanterintelKgence Service, 
successor to the KGB, wfl] 
meet with the Germans on 
efforts to crack down on illicit 
nuclear trade. An interna- 
tional uproar over several 
smuggling incidents promp- 
ted the two sides to pledge 
cooperation last month in the 
battle against midear out- 
laws. 

Seigei Stepashin’s depar- 
ture Sunday comes on the 
heels of sweeping measures 
ordered by President Boris 
Yeltsin to improve the con- 


trol and safekeeping of nuc- 
lear materials. 

Hie decree, announced 
late Friday, establishes new 
rules for the storage, use and 
transportation of nuclear 
materials and tightens border 
controls to try to prevent 
nuclear smuggling. 

It also instructs that a com- 
mission be created within the 
next two weeks to examine 
the registration and storage 
of nuclear materials, with 
representatives from several 
government ministries. 

The international com- 
munity largely blamed lax 
Russian security for the series 
of recent seizures of radioac- 
tive materials, citing Russia 
or Ukraine as the likely 
source. 

The Kremlin accused the 
Western press of sensational- 
ism and denied that 350 


Ghali alarmed at Cambodian immigration law 


PHNOM PENH (Agendes) 
— U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali has written to 
Cambodia's head of state ex- 
pressing concern that a new 
immigration law could en- 
danger ethnic Vietnamese 
living in Cambodia. 

In a letter sent to King 
Norodom Sihanouk, Dr. 
Ghali said he has also written 
to Cambodia's two prime 
ministers urging them to 
meet a request by the Viet- 
namese government to hold 
urgent* talks over the im- 
migration law. 

He said he and the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) were “very 
concerned by the repercus- 
sions that this law risks to 
have on persons of Viet- 
namese origin residing in 
Cambodia and those that find 
themselves stuck at the bor- 
der. at ChTey Thom." 

A copy of the Sept. 13 
letter was obtained by Reu- 
ters Saturday. 

Guy Janssen, a UNHCR 
field officer, has criticised the 
law, which allows for identity 
cards to be confiscated and 
people to be expelled within 
seven days of being deemed 
illegal aliens. 

Human-rights groups say 
the law, enacted last month 
but yet to come into effect, 
could be used to deport Viet- 
namese en masse, and an 
estimated 6.000 ethnic Viet- 
namese stranded at Chrey 


Thom on Cambodia’s river 
bordeT with Vietnam are 
especially at risk. 

Dr. Ghali said he had writ- 
ten to First Prime Minister 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
and Second Prime Minister 
Hun Sen “to ask them to start 
as soon as possible negotia- 
tions with the (Vietnamese) 
government... so this impor- 
tant question can be resolved 
rapidly and in a manner satis- 
factory to both parties,” the 
U.N. chief said. 

James Ross of the Interna- 
tional Human Law group in 
Cambodia said his main con- 
cern over the law was its 
failure to address citizenship. 

“As long as it is not dear 
who a Cambodian citizen is, 
it puts a special risk on the 
ethnic Vietnamese and other 
minorities," he said. 

Vietnam has ' expressed 
“profound concern and wor- 
ry" over the law and called 
for early talks with Cambo- 
dia. Its concerns are also 
shared by Australia, which 
has raised the issue wjth 
Phnom Penh. 

The Cambodian govern- 
ment has said it will re- 
examine the law before 
bringing it into force. 

The Khmer Rouge said in a 
radio broadcast Saturday that 
the Vietnamese government 

was dictating Cambodian im- 
migration policy, and accused 
Phnom Penh of meekly 
accepting ordeis from Hanoi. 


King Sihanouk, however, 
is reportedly pleased the gov- 
ernment will reconsider the 
law. “I am pleased that the 
National Assembly will re- 
examine the law.” the 
Cambodian daily newspaper 
quoting him as writing to 
National Assembly President 
Chea Sim this month. 

Meanwhile, to improve re- 
lations with Thailand, the 
Cambodian king has re- 
quested the release of nine 
Thais detained in connection 
with a foiled coup attempt. 

King Sihanouk noted that 
the government had par- 
doned military officials in 
several provinces for their 
part in the aborted coup in 
July and had earlier freed five 
other Thai suspects. 

“Moreover Gen. Sin Song, 
along with colonels of the 
Royal Cambodian Armed 
Forces, his accomplices, have 
successfully escaped,” King 
Sihanouk said. 

Gen. Sin Song, accused of 
masterminding die coup with 
Prince Norodom Chakrapong 
was arrested and held for two 
months before he managed to 
escape with the aid of four 
men guarding him. 

Prince Chakrapong was 
never arrested or charged fol- 
lowing a plea from Queen 
Monique asking that he be 
allowed to go free if he leave 
the country. 

King Sihanouk made the 


unusual request in a letter 
addressed to Prince Ranar- 
iddh and Mr. Hurt Sen Fri- 
day. The letter was seen by 
the Association Press Satur- 
day. 

“Such a liberation will 
have an extremely beneficial 
impact in Thailand, our great 
and fraternal neighbour and 
supporter,” King Sihanouk 
wrote. 

Thai -Cambodian relations 
have also been strained over 
allegations by Phnom Penh 
that Thailand continues to 
support Khmer Rouge guer- 
rillas still battling the govern- 
ment. 

Fourteen Thais were 
arrested the morning after 
the foiled coup while waiting 
to board a flight to Bangkok. 
The government has claimed 
some of them were part of a 
hit squad hired to assassinate 
the co-premiers, while the 
suspects and their relatives 
claim they were recruited to 
work in a Phnom Penh fac- 
tory. They are yet to be 
formally charged with any 
offence. 

On Aug. 19, five of the 
suspects were released in a 
goodwill gesture and sent 
back to Thailand, the others 
are still under “hotel arrest" i 
in Phnom Penh. 

The Cambodian govern- j 
ment still wants to interview 
an( ^| ler 19 Thais who remain 
in Thailand. 


grammes of plutonium con- 
fiscated last month — - by far 
the largest amount seized — 
came from within its borders. 

But privately, Russian ex- 
perts were quoted as saying 
Russia had no way of 
accounting for or protecting 
its bomb materials. 

In the August agreement 
with German officials, Mos- 
cow acknowledged the “ur- 
gent necessity” of working to 
stop the illegal trade in 
radioactive and nuclear mate- 
rial. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s wide-ranging 
decree is a tadt admission 
that the nation's nuclear 
security is flawed. 

Even so, Mr. Stepashin 
Saturday retained the gov- 
ernment's angry posture ab- 
out media reports. 


National Survey and Man. 
ping Coordinating Agency 
Paul Suharto, as saying that 
the country, which a&eadv 
boasts 13,000 islands, ha« 
registered a further 4,000 af- 
ter a geographical survey 
The newly discovered island 
are thought to have been 
submerged when the last sur- 
vey was conducted. 

Fire trucks 
converge on 
White House 

WASHINGTON (AP) - 
Three fire trucks rushed to 
the White House alerted by a 
report that someone smelled 
smoke. But aides said there 
was no fire, just the smell. A 
light fixture short-circuited 
and there was a strong 
odour,” White House Pres 
Secretary Dee Dee Myers 
said. “Nothing has burned at 
all.” Fire officials were told 
the report originated on the 
second floor, down the hall 
from Mrs. Hillary Clinton’s 
office, said White House 
spokesman Arthur Jones. 
The report was called in by 
an aide in the office of Carol 
Rasco, Mr. Clinton's domes- 
tic policy adviser, Ms. Myen 
said. “Evertbing’s fine, ev- 
erything’s under control, no 
one was evacuated. There 
was absolutely no threat, no 
danger of a fire, Ms. M^ers 
said. 

AIDS-infected 
man detained for 
‘public safety’ 

MELBOURNE, Australia 
(AFP) — Health authorities 
here detained a man infected 
with the AIDS virus after 
deciding that his behaviour 
posed a risk to the commun- 
ity, officials said Saturday. 
Graham Rouch. chief health 
officer for the state of Victor- 
ia, ordered the unidentified 
25-year-old man held at a 
secure ward in a local hospit- 
al, the state’s Health Depart- 
ment said. Hie department 
said the man, who tested 
positive for the Human 
Immune- deficiency Virus 
(HTV), was released recently 
from prison, where be bad 
been jailed for sex offences. 
Chris Brook, the Victoria 
state director of public 
health, said the man was de- 
tained Thursday under 
public-health legislation in 
the interest of public safety. 
Melbourne Age newspaper 
said the man, was the first to 
be taken into custody in Vic- 
toria under these dreumst- 


‘Hollywood 
madam’ 
arrested after 
drug test 

LOS ANGELES (AP) - 
Reputed “ Hollywood 
madam” Heidi Reiss was in 
federal custody after alleged- 
ly testing positive for drug 
use. A spokeswoman at the 
Federal Metropolitan Deten- 
tion Centre confirmed Ms. 
Reiss was in custody. A law 
enforcement source who 
spoke only on the condition 
of aonymity said Ms. Reiss 
was arrested at her Venice 
home after violating condi- 
tions of her pre-trial release 
by testing positive for drug' 
use. Ms. Reiss, 28, is accused 
of providing high-priced 
prostitutes to Hollywood 
moguls and celebrities. Ms. 
Reiss and her father are sche- 
duled to go on trial on federal 
tax fraud charges. Ms. Reiss 
also faces a separate set of 
state charges — five counts of 
pandering and one count of 
selling and transporting 
cocaine. The state trial is 
expected to start on Sept 26 
and last several weeks. The 
state case is not expected to 
reveal the names of Ms- 
Fleiss’ alleged client from the 
show business world, but the 
later federal trial could. Ms- 
Reiss has pleaded innocent 

Inflatable doll 
soothes lonely 
troops, travellers 

SOFIA (AFP) — A BnJga- 
nan gypsy with an eye for a 
quick profit is running a 
booming business aboard 
trains and in barracks by 
offering his inflatable doll for 
hire, a daily newspaper said 
Friday. 

The daily 24 Tcfaassa said 
the doll was available in train 
toilets and in the Haskovo 
barracks in southern Bulgar- 
ia, for about two dollars for a 
brief assignation. $8 for two 
hours. 
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Epidemics rage unchecked in Rwanda 


NAIROBI (R) — Hospitals 
and clinics in Rwanda lie in 
ruins, most health workers 
are dead or have fled, and the 
rainy season is about to add 
to the miseries of mass mur- 
der and recently- ended civil 

Returning from a two-day 
fact-finding mission to Rwan- 
da, World Health Organisa- 
tion Director-General 
Hiroshi Nakajima said the 
central African country was 
suffering from an acute shor- 
tage of staff, medicines and 
cash. 

Hospitals and health facili- 
ties in Rwanda have been 
looted and extensively dam- 
aged. 

About 75 per cent of health 
workers have either been kil- 


led or have fled. Of 5,300 
workers with the Health 
Ministry, only 25 per cent 
have returned. Mr. Nakajima 
told Reuters late Friday. 

"These face an enormous 
task in the almost complete 
absence of funds, supplies 
and equipment.'’ 

Rwanda’s blood transfu- 
sion services have ceased to 
function and there is no more 
screening for the HIV virus 
that leads to AIDS. 

War and mass movements 
of refugees have led to a 
dramatic increase in the rise 
of HIV transmissions. 

Before civil war erupted 
with the murder of President 
Juvenal Habyarimana in 
April, available data indi- 
cated that HIV infection 


rates ranged from 20 per cent 
to 30 per cent among rhe 
urban population and less 
than 10 per cent in rural areas 
— some of the highest rates 
in the world. 

Over 200.000 Rwandans 
were reported HIV positive 
by the end of 1992. 

Mr. Nakajima said that as 
many as 40 per cent of the 
Rwandan population could 
now be carrying the AIDS 

In the capital Kigali, 33 per 
cent of ail women were be- 
lieved to be HIV positive. 

Between 50 and 60 per cent 
of the defeated army, mainly 
from the majority Hutu tribe 
and now in exile in Zaire, was 
estimated to be HIV positive, 
the WHO head said. 


He called on the new Tutsi- 
dominated government, in- 
stalled by the rebel Rwanda 
Patriotic Front in July, to 
guarantee security so that 
health workers could return 
to work. 

“We have asked the new 
leaders to intensify efforts at 
reconciliation. They need to 
pacify the population. We 
need to have all surviving 
manpower to face these dis- 
eases." he said. 

Rwanda's population was 
estimated at up to eight mil- 
lion before April but U.N. 
workers believe that as many 
as one million people, mainly 
minority Tutsis, were killed 
in massacres led by the Hutu 
army and militia. 

Mr. Nakajima listed early 



A Red Cross worker orders to a Hutu to step down a truck, some of the too numerous Rwandan refugees to the Kahindo 

unable to take on excess passengers. This truck was taking camp, located 55 km north of Goroa Zaire (AFP photo) 


identification of epidemics, 
rapid re-establishment of safe 
blood transfusion services 
and the procurement and dis- 
tribution of essential drugs 
and vaccines as the WHO’s 
top priorities in Rwanda. 

He said Rwanda's national 
epidemiological monitoring 
system had been entirely des- 
troyed and called for urgent 
repairs to tackle epidemics of 
cholera, dysentery, acute re- 
spiratory infections, mening- 
itis, tuberculosis and malaria. 

“Epidemic outbreaks 
could delay or even reverse 
the return of refugees and 
add an unbearable burden to 
people who have already suf- 
fered untold hardships," he 
said. 

More than one million 
Rwandan refugees, mostly 
Hutus, are languishing in 
squalid camps in eastern 
Zaire, afraid to return home. 
Thousands were dying daily 
of disease in July. 

Mr. Nakajima said the im- 
minent onset of the rainy 
season, which can last nine 
months in some areas, would 
increase the incidence of dis- 
ease. 

Meanwhile, a mutilated 
corpse has been found on a 
rubbish dump near Rwanda’s 
Kigali Airport, possibly 
another victim of reprisals 
carried out by victorious sol- 
diers of the Rwanda Patriotic 
Front (RPF), aid workers 
said Saturday. 

The dead man, aged about 
30, had been bound at the 
wrists and ankles and beaten 
to death, his skull fractured. 

Two other corpses and a 
third man, barely alive, were 
found at the dump on Sept. 9. 
An international aid agency 
said witnesses had reported 
RPF soldiers in the area 
shortly before the bodies 


African troops move into Liberian fortress 


MONROVIA (R) — African 
intervention troops in Liberia 
moved into a tribal militia's 
fortress Saturday, disarming 
fighters linked to' a failed 
coup. 

Witnesses said ECOMOG 
troops overcame minor re- 
sistance by the Armed Forces 
of Liberia (AFL) when they 
entered the Barclay Training 
Centre in central Monrovia, 
seizing large quantities of 
arms. 

At least 61 AFL soldiers 
were in ECOMOG custody 
after backing General 
Charles Juiue's brief bid to 
seize power on Thursday, the 
interim government’s In- 
formation Ministry said in a 
statement. 

Gen. Julue was captured, 
beaten and stripped by civi- 
lians who recognised him Fri- 
day on a Monrovia street 
when he was tryng to escape 
disguised as an Arab. 

ECOMOG, whose intelli- 
gence officers were interro- 
gating Gen. Julue and his 
detained men Saturday, used 
heavy weapons to flush the 
putschists out of the execu- 
tive mansion, traditional seat 
of Liberia’s president. 

ECOMOG said three of its 
men were wounded and five 


AFL rebels and one civilian 
were killed in the assault. 

"When we are through 
with our investigation, we 
will turn (Julue) over to the 
government and you may do 
with him whatever you 
wish,” ECOMOG’s Nigerian 
commander, General John 
Inienger, told Liberia’s in- 
terim head of state, David 
Kpomakpor, Friday. “You 
may free him or try him, that 
is your business.” 

Mr. Kpomakpor, due to 
leave office later this month 
under the terms of Liberia’s 
latest peace accord, has 
pledged to punish Gen. Julue 
with the full force of the law. 
If tried and convicted of 
treason he could be hanged 
or shot under Liberian law. 

The AFL, once the West 
African country’s national 
army, is little more than a 
militia of the minority Krahn 
tribe. 

Men of two smaller Krahn 
militias, the Liberia Peace 
Council (LPC) and a faction 
of the Ulimo Group, were 
spotted by reporters with 
Gen. Julue inside the execu- 
tive mansion when he gave a 
news conference before his 
defeat. 


ECOMOG soldiers Satur- 
day cleared out the 700- 
strong community of Krahn 
fighters and their families 
who had camped behind the 
executive mansion since 
1990. The men were mostly 
members of late President 
Samuel Doe’s personal 
guard. 

Bystanders booed as the 
sullen Krahn filed out of the 
compound carrying mattres- 
ses and cooking pots. 

AFL’s commander. Gener- 
al Hezekiah Bowen, emerged 
from ECOMOG’s protective 
custody Friday. "I have 
ordered my men to arrest all 
those involved in the plot and 
turn them over to ECO- 
MOG," he told reporters. 

Gen. Bowen is one of three 
warlords who signed the 
latest peace accord in Ghana 
on Sept. 12. Civilian groups 
have condemned the deal and 
its United Nations and Afri- 
can sponsors, saying it will 
install a military junta in 
Africa's oldest republic. 

Another signatory, Charles 
Taylor of the National Patrio- 
tic "Front of Liberia (NPFL), 
is in deep trouble. He is 
battling to recover territory 
lost this month to NPFL dissi- 


dents and men loyal to the 
third warlord, Alhaji Kro- 
mah of the tribal faction in 
ULIMO. 

At least 10,000 civilians 
have fled south from former- 
ly Taylor-held territory, 
Liberian officials said. Fore- 
ign relief sources say 
thousands more have poured 
into Ivory Coast to escape 
militia fighting in northeast 
and southeast Liberia. 

A relief worker in the 
southern Ivorian town of 
Tabou, 22 kilometres from 
the border, told Reuters 
Saturday at least 3,500 civi- 
lians had crossed the frontier 
in the past three days. "There 
are many more on the other 
side but they don’t have the 
money to pay boatmen to 
cross the CavaJIy river," he 
said. 

U.N. military observers, 
detained and then released 
by Liberian militias, were 
resting in a hotel Saturday in 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast's capit- 
al. The United Nations says 
18 of the 43 observers from 
13 nations are still un- 
accounted for. 

The observers said they 
were barred from speaking to 
the press by U.N. officials. 


Burundi 
violence 
claims 
62 lives 

BUJUMBURA (AFP) — 
Fighting between the Tutsi- 
dominated Burundian army 
and extremist Hutus has 
claimed 62 lives, according to 
official figures published by 
the Defence Ministry here 
Saturday. 

The fighting, which broke 
out at the beginning of the 
week, left 60 Hutus and two 
soldiers dead, while four 
other soldiers were wounded, 
according to the figures. 

Clashes erupted early 
Tuesday, two days after 
Burundi’s political parties 
signed a power-sharing 
agreement between the coun- 
try’s minority Tutsi opposi- 
tion and the Hum majority. 

The army restored calm 
Wednesday and was con- 
tinuing operations in the 
Kamenge district, stronghold 
of the extremist Hutus 
opposed to the power-sharing 
agreement. 

Following the army opera- 
tion, 385 people were taken 
in for questioning, the De- 
fence Ministry said. Of these, 
300 were subsequently re- 
leased. 

Elsewhere, the army said it 
confiscated six rifles, six 
rockets, seven grenades and a 
quantity of ammunition. 

Burundi’s majority Hum 
party, the Front For Demo- 
cracy in Burundi 
(FRODEBU), condemned a 
Friday assassination attempt 
on one of its deputies, saying 
the country "risked being 
drawn into a spiral of vio- 
lence." 

The deputy, Norbert Ndi- 
hikubwayo, was driving his 
car through Bujumbura when 
two young men forced him to 
stop, said FRODEBU Presi- 
dent Corneille Buzigye, 
speaking on Radio Burundi. 

The two then opened fire, 
wounding Mr. Ndihikubwayo 
in the neck and leg, said the 
same source. 

Unidentified assailants car- 
ried out a terror-raid Friday 
on Buyenzi market in the 
west of the Burundian capit- 
al. The raiders fired shots 
into the air before fleeing to 
avoid police. 

A similar raid took place 
before dawn Thursday in a 
residential district near Bu- 
jumbura's presidential 
palace. 

The violence has led to 
fears that the situation in 
Burundi could erupt into the 
sort of carnage recently wit- 
nessed in neighbouring 
Rwanda, where the ethnic 
mix is similar. 

Inter-ethnic killings here 
have been sputtering since 
the assassination last October 
of President Melchior Ndaye, 
a Hutu, during a coup 
attempt. 

Mr. Ndaye was elected 
president in June 1993 in 
Burundi’s first multi-party 
elections. 


N. Ireland welcomes Major’s referendum promise 


BELFAST (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Major's 
promise of a referendum on 
any changes to Northern Ire- 
land’s status, a move meant 
to reassure the nervous Pro- 
testant majority, got a wide 
welcome Saturday. 

But his lifting of a broad- 
cast ban on the IRA’s politic- 
al wing Sinn Fein failed to get 
assurances be hoped for that a 
two-week-old IRA ceasefire 
would last forever. 

Mr. Major, making a one- 
day visit to the province Fri- 
day, said he hoped lifting the 
six-year broadcast ban would 
give Sinn Fein the opportun- 
ity to make clear the IRA’s 
ceasefire would last “in all 
circumstances and for all 
time.” 

The Sinn Fein deputy lead- 
er Martin McGuinness, gril- 
led by callers on a live televi- 
sion show just hours later, 
refused to use the words that 
Mr. Major was looking for. 

“I believe the ceasefire will 
bold in all rirf i n n g iinres," he 
said, but added: "How can I 
as a representative of a legiti- 
mate party say anything is 
permanent for all time? I 
haven’t got the luxury to be 
able to do that.” 

In an earlier interview, 
Sinn Fein President Gerry 
Adams repeated demands 
from file organisation for a 
"complete demilitarisation " 
to include Protestant armed 
groups and some sort of ges- 
ture by the British Armed 
Forces. 

“That requires all of those 

involved in armed actions to 

get involved in the process of 
demilitarisation,** Mr. 
Adams said. 

Sinn Fein was planning ral- 

lies across the province Satur- 
day to c 



British' Prime Minister John Major (left), six-year -old broadcast ban against Sinn Fein, 
rr.nl.~r by Northern Ireland Minister Sir the political wing of the Irish RepnMican 
Patrick Mayhew (2nd left), speaks to the press Army (AFP photo) 
at Stormont Castle in Belfast. Major lifted a 


isauon. 

Northern Ireland Secretary 
Sir Patrick Mayhew told Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Saturday that Sinn 
Fein’s answers since Mr. Ma- 
jor’s announcement had so 
far been “unimpressive.” 
“This isn’t a concession to 
the IRA or to Sinn Fein... We 
think they should have the 
opportunity to look the peo- 
ple of Northern Ireland in the 
eye and say ’this is our inten- 
tion’,” Sir Patrick said. 

"We want to see it put 
beyond doubt that they’ve 
given up violence for good 
and then we are committed to 

talkin g to them.” 

The British government 
says once it is convinced the 
Irish Republican Army ceas- 
efire is for good, then “talks 
abont talks” including Sinn 
Fein, can get started. 

The British and Irish gov- 
ernments are negotiating a 
"framework document” to 


form the basis for the talks, 
which will include Northern 
Ireland’s elected political 
parties. 

No time has been given for 
these talks but London and 
Dublin's “Downing Street 
Declaration” of last Decem- 
ber said they could start three 
months after a permanent 
IRA ceasefire. 

Mr. Major’s promise of a 
referendum on any changes 
suggested by the talks process 
was widely welcomed, if 
cautiously. 

“The majority of voters in 
Northern Ireland are British 
voters who want to retain 

Northern Ireland within the 
United Kingdom,” said John 
Taylor, a member of parlia- 
ment for the mainstream Uls- 
ter Unionist Party. 

"So long as we exercise our 
vote sensibly I believe that 
we can safeguard our own 
position within the United 
Kingdom by means of a re- 


ferendum." 

Paddy Ashdown, head of 
the opposition Liberal 
Democrat Party, welcomed 
Mr. Major's announcement. 

“It reinvests the peace pro- 
cess with a bit of momentum 
and that was important. It 
was beginning to sag a little,” 
he said. 

“Second, it’s the concrete 
fundamental reassurance for 
the unionist majority in 
Northern Ireland for which 
they have been seeking." 

The Irish Times in Dublin 
said Mr. Adams would start a 
visit to the United States next 
week. 

Quoting reliable sources in 
Washington, the newspaper 
said the U.S. administration 
bad lifted a ban on official 
contacts with Sinn Fein and 
would be offering Mr. Adams 
a visa. It said he could meet 
national security adviser 
Anthony Lake in Washing- 
ton. 



A Hutu refugee from Rwanda sells fish from 
the nearby Lake Kivu at the Mugunga camp, 
in the eastern Zairean region in Goma. Rwan- 
dan refugees are trying to improve their daily 


diets and compensate for international food- 
aid shortages by trading local resources (AFP 
photo) 


were discovered. 

U.N. military spokesman 
Major Jean-Guy Plante told 
reporters the U.N. had re- 
ported the latest incident to the RPF 
and to the new head of jhe U.N. 
to the new head of the U.N. 
human rights field office. Bill 
Clarance. 

RPF officials visited the 
site late Friday, when the 
new body was discovered, 
and “showed some interest." 
Maj. Plante said. He could 
not say if the RPF would 
investigate the killing as they 
lacked a recognised police 
force. 

Justice Minister Alphonse 
Marie Nkubito warned Tues- 
day a U.N. delay in setting up 
an international tribunal to 
try those responsible for the 
massacre of an estimated one 
million people could lead to 
more reprisal killings by im- 
patient RPF troops, most of 
whom lost families in the 
bloodshed. 


President Pasteur Bizimun- 
gu, in the Hague Friday, said 
up to 70 cases of revenge 
attacks had been reported. 

"These are meaningless 
when around one million 
have been killed in the 
tragedy... but these are acci- 
dents which are not the policy 
of the government which is 
avoiding such acts of re- 
venge." he said. 

Some RPF soldiers have 
been executed for revenge 
killings. 

Most of the victims of the 
genocide that began in April 
were minority Tutsis, killed 
by the Hutu-dominated army 
and militia which the RPF 
finally defeated in July. 

Mr. Clarance told repor- 
ters Friday the priority of his 
team's work would soon 
change from investigation of 
the massacres to monitoring 
current human rights abuses. 

The change was possible 
because he expected rein- 


forcements to his team, i he 
five presently in Rwanda will 
increase to 12 by Wednesday 
and another 14 are expected 
by the end of the month. 

Only by strict monitoring 
of the situation on the ground 
would it be possible to en- 
courage more than one mil- 
lion Hutu refugees back from 
the camps in Zaire and Tan- 
zania. he said. 

U.N. special representa- 
tive to Rwanda, Ambassador 
Shahary ar Khan, continued 
his talks on the refugee prob- 
lem with Tanzanian President 
Ali Hassan Mwinyi Saturday. 

Tanzania hosts several 
hundred thousand Rwandan 
refugees. 

Similar t3lks with Zairean 
President Mobutu Sese Seko 
have established a joint 
Zairean-U.N. working com- 
mittee to try to find a way to 
repatriate the one million 
Rwandans living in camps in 
Zaire. U.N. officials said. 




Russian soldiers seated on an armoured per- 
sonnel carrier pass by a helicopter as they 
return to Zogdidi in Abkhazia from their 
peacekeeping action from a 12 kOomctre zone 
on the Georgian- Abkhazian border. Armed 


Abkhazian anils took np positions along the 
border between Georgia and Abkhazia throw- 
ing the proposed return of Georgian refugees 
to the breakaway republic of Abkhazia into 
doubt (AFP photo) 


Shevardnadze’s handshake with 


Abkhazian leader causes mixed feelings 


TBILISI (AFP) — Television 
pictures of Georgian leader 
Edvard Shevardnadze shak- 
ing hands with breakaway 
Abkhazian leader Vladislav 
Ardzinba during talks on the 
return of refugees to the 
territory, caused mixed feel- 
ing in Tbilisi Saturday. 

Mr. Shevardnadze's 
attendance at the tripartite 
meeting, held in Abkhazia, 
with Mr. Ardzinba, and Rus- 
sian officials surprised even 
senior Georgian officials 
Saturday. 

“My first impression was 
that by shaking hands with 
the victor in the Abkhaz war, 
Mr. Shevardnadze was 
humiliated," said Alexander 
Rondeli, head of internation- 
al relations at Tbilisi State 
University. 


But The leader of the 
opposition Union of Tradi- 
tionalists party. Akaki A sa- 
ri ani, welcomed the meeting. 

“It’s a bit late and it would 
be better to talk directly with 
Ardzinba without the Rus- 
sians, but it’s a good thing.” 
he said. 

Russian Defence Minister 
Pavel Grachev attended the 
meeting Friday trying to 
solve the row over the refusal 
of the Abkhazians to allow 
the return of 250,000 Geor- 
gian refugees who fled the 
breakaway region of Abkha- 
zia during fighting there last 
year. — 

Fedor Starcevic, the U.N. 
representative in Georgia, 
said Mr. Shevardnadze can- 
celled engagements Friday 


after Gen. Grachev phoned 
him from his aircraft, asking 
him to fly to the Black Sea 
resort of Novy Afon in 
Abkhazia to meet with him 
and Mr. Ardzinba. . 

The Russian news agency 
ITAR-TASS quoted Gen. 
Grachev ’as saying another 
round of talks* would take 
place Saturday, but in Tbilisi, 
where Mr. Shevardnadze re- 
turned Friday, a government 
spokesman could not confirm 
whether or not the Georgian 
leader would participate in 
further talks. 

The Abkhazian authorities 
have refused to allow re- 
fugees to return as long as 
Georgia does not withdraw ■ 
troops the Abkhazians say 
are still present in die region. 


Mandela warns protesters against violence 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
President Nelson Mandela 
expressed concern Saturday 
over a spate of radical protest 
measures and promised 
tough action to halt it. 

Mr. Mandela, whose Afri- 
can National Congress waged 
a widespread campaign of 
anti-government "mass ac- 
tion” before South Africa’s 
first all-race elections last 
April, told a rally in the 
northern Cape Town of 
Springbok that his govern- 
ment would uphold the right 
of protest. 

“However, there is a grow- 
ing tendency to abuse this 
right by engaging in acts of 
violence or violation of the 
rights of others," he said. 

“The holding hostage of 
individuals during protest ac- 
tions is a criminal act which 
the government cannot toler- 
ate. 

“The setting alight of pub- 
lic property as we witnessed 
recently is an act which if not 
ceased forthwith, will prompt 
the government to consider 
actions to ensure that this 
does not happen again.” 

A Johannesburg library 
was burned down Thursday 
during violent protests by 
mixed-race “coloureds” de- 


manding the same rental con- 
cessions awarded to blacks. 

Black students at a technic- 
al training college north of 
Pretoria held a white govern- 
ment official hostage in his 
office for 48 hours this week 
to back demands that juris- 
diction over the college be 
transferred from the Labour 
Ministry to the Education 
Ministry. 

Last month striking truck 
drivers blockaded three ma- 
jor roads, causing damage to 
the economy estimated at 
millions of rand. 

Mr. Mandela said the 

greatest challenge facing the 
ANC was to foster a spirit of 
national reconciliation. 

"We have to stop looking 
at ourselves as the opposi- 
tion. Our militancy must be 
rededicated to improving 
production and the creation 
of more job opportunities." 
he said. 

Five people were shot dead 
overnight and several wound- 
ed when gunmen opened fire 
on a tavern in a black South 
African township, police said 

Saturday. 

They said AK-47 assault 
rifles were used in the attack 
in In an da, north of Durban 

on the Indian Ocean coast. 


The motive for the killing was 
not known. 

The area has long been' 
torn by political rivalries and 
turf wars between gangs. 

At least 19 people were 
wounded Saturday when' 
police teargas, rubber bullets 
and birdshot at the rioters in 
the mixed-race township of" 
Reiger Park east of here, 
reports said. 

The independent Radio 
702 said 19 people were 
wounded while police' 
spokesman Lieutenant Jan 
Combrinck said "Several 
people” bad been hurt as’ 
protesters . demanding that 
their water and electricity- 
arrears be written off, mar- 
ched on the local council, 
buildings and set fire to the ■ 
electricity accounts office. 

Combrinck said an over-' 
night murder, which police 
have not immediately Linked - 
to the protests, had raised the' 
temperature of the protes-' 
tors. 

“They were very angry and 
when we arrived on the scene ' 
they hurled stones and petrol 
bombs at us,” Lt. Combrinck 
said. 

Police retaliated with tear- ' 
gas, rubber bullets and bird- 
shot. 
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By Dr. Failed Fanek 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


Investment climate, leave it alone 


THOSE WHO follow up on the bitter criticism of 
investment climate in Jordan, calling the investors march as 
the road of pain, are justified to think that the Jordanian 
authorities are in the habit of torturing investors. They 
simply conclude that Jordan is not a good place for 
investment, and that it needs an administrative and 
legislative revolution to reform and overhaul the bad and 
corrupt investment climate and to stop pushing investors 
around to make them abandon their investment plans. But 
is this rrue or is it a sheer exaggeration in inflating problems 
out of proportions? 

To answer this crucial question we should read the facts 
as they are in real life during the last two years to find out 
that investment was extremely high, reaching levels we 
never dreamed to reach. Capital formation in Jordan 
exceeded JD 1.2 billion a year or over 30 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP). What do we need more? Can the 
Jordanian economy absorb more investments before it is 
overheated? 

On the other hand we look at the primary market of the 
newly-established shareholding companies to find that all 
shares offered were oversubscribed by the public to the 
extent that the shares of some companies were covered 10 


times or more. The prices of shares of most new companies 
doubled before those companies commenced operation, an 
indicator that the public is overeager to finance new 
projects. Do we need more? 

It is not true that the local, Arab and foreign investors in 
Jordan are mistreated in any way. On the contrary, they 
enjoy royal treatment. Suffice it to make a short visit to the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade to notice that investors 
come to the ministry as sultans, they speak to the 
employees as if they are their slaves with nothing to do 
except to approve all their demands. If investors are met 
with a small difficulty, or if one of their requests needed 
more time, they do not hesitate to break into the minister’s 
or the undersecretary’s office, with no previous appoint- 
ment, and complain loudly, and finally get not only what is 
right but perhaps more. The tax exempts granted to new 
investors are agreed to be too huge and beyond reason. 

Perhaps we have to dwell a little bit on what is sometimes 
casually described by critics as undue complications of 
licensing process, which is often described as the passage of 
torture and pain, to find out that these accusations were 
never supported by actual examples of investors who failed 
to get the requested licence within a reasonable period of 


time if their projects complies with laws and their papers 
are in order. 

The Ministry of Industry and Trade became aware 0 f ^ 
necessity to remove any excuse of the critics in this regard 
It decided to establish a unified investment window, wW 
investors do not need to tour many ministries and other 
governmental institutions involved in licensing a new 

industrial project. Behind that window, representatives of 
all related departments such as health, environment, pubfir 
security, municipality, etc. will sit together, receive the 
potential investor's application, and come up with their 
answers in a next meeting within one or two weeks. The 
investor will thus have one place to submit and receive the 
response in a short period of time. The Royal Commission 
for Reform and Modernisation picked up or rediscovered 
the idea. It will be included in its forthcoming report of 
recommendations, but the Ministry of Industry and Trade 
would be well-advised not to wait, but to implement its cnm 
idea before it is imposed on it by the commission. 

The investment climate in Jordan can definitely be 
improved, but it is good enough and it gave excellent 
results. May be the best thing to do regarding the 
investment climate is to leave it alone. 
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THERE IS no denial that Jordanians endure 
one of the highest tax burdens in the world. 
Not only do Jordanians pay direct income 
tax, comparable in its scale to industrialised 
nations, but they pay customs and fees on all 
imported goods, including food and clothes. 
They also pay levies to the government in the 
form of licences, building permits and fees 
for government services. 

Politicians and economists alik e have for 
decades called for tax reform that would 
place more emphasis on income tax and less 
on indirect taxes. The same people have 
recognised .that such reform cannot be 
achieved separately from a restructuring of 
the civil service. But almost every concerned 
citizen realises that the decision to modernise 
the civil service is a political one that requires 
a great deal of boldness and courage. 

It is in this spirit that we look at the recent 
formation of the Royal Commission for 
Reform and Modernisation. We recognise 
and acknowledge the fact that governments, 
though often having a Royal mandate, were 
short-lived and devoid of any determination 
or guts to pursue such an essential task. We, 
therefore, hope that the Royal Commission 
would not limit itself to the updating of 
investment legislation and the fight of cor- 
ruption, but would approach its task from a 
universal perception that would deal with the 
root cause of these problems. 

The bureaucracy will always resist change. 
For this reason, reform of the civil service, 
and then of the taxation system, can only be 
done from outside the bureaucracy itself. 

However, the Royal Commission needs to 
approach its task both methodically and in a 
humane manner. The task requires an in- 
depth study by a group of experts who should 
include private sector managers and prefer- 
ably international professionals. Afterwards, 
policy headlines need to be devised, coupled 
with a timetable that would ensure that any 
major “surgical” decisions would not nega- 
tively affect large segments of a population 
which already suffers from poverty and a 
high rate of unemployment. 

Paramount among the strategies of the 
Royal Co mmis sion should be the realisation 
that any genuine reform must be part of a 
longterm plan which, while progressing 
rigorously, should not lead to upheavals or 
misery. But this plan should not be derailed 
or halted from achieving its ultimate goals. 

A new Jordan in a reshaped region cannot 
possibly face the challenges of the coming era 
with an outdated and inflated bureaucracy, 
nor can it hope to build a modern country 
with an archaic and patched up taxation 
system. 


The folly of uniting Europe while slicing it into two 


By Brian Beebdam 

AEGINA, Greece — If you 
want to muse about the 
future of Europe, a good 
place to do it is under the 
columns of the hilltop tem- 
ple of Aphaia, on this 
Greek island of Aegina. To 
the north, visible across the 
water on a clear day, is the 
Acropolis of Athens. To 
the south is Epidaurus, 
ancient shrine of medicine 
and the theatre. To the west 
lie Corinth and Thebes, 
great powers four centuries 
before Christ. 

Like today’s Europeans, 
the classical Greek knew 
what it means to belong to 
the same pan of the map. 
They were all Hellenes, all 
part of Hellas. Unlike some 
of today's Europeans, they 
did not draw the conclusion 
that they ought therefore to 
become a single state. At 
the time when classical 
Greece was raising its light 
to the world, Athens was 
Athens, Sparta was Sparta, 
and so on. They came 
together for shared pur- 
poses — to fend off the 
Persians, for instance. But 
they kept their independ- 
ence from each other be- 
cause they were different 
places, each with its own 
ideas and its own separate 
flavour. 

It is worth remembering 
this as the advocates of 
European Union propose 
the latest variation of their 
plan to hammer different 


Europeans into a single 
political entity. The new 
project — the creation of 
Prime Minister Edouard 
Balladur of France and 
some of the top people in 
Germany's governing 
Christian Democratic Un- 
ion — is unlikely to suc- 
ceed, because it faces exact- 
ly the same difficulty as all 
the other projects for Eur- 
pean unification. 

As things stand, the 
countries that belong to the 
European Union decide 
some relatively minor mat- 
ters by a system of majority 
voting but any really big 
decision — on foreign poli- 
cy, defence, the economy 
— requires the consent of 
everybody. This works 
quite well, since those who 
lose the argument on the 
fairly small majority-vote 
issues suffer no fun- 
damental damage (though 
even here a fair amount of 
evasion and rule-breaking 
goes on). But it does not 
satisfy the unifiers of 
Europe, precisely because 
it leaves the big things to 
unanimity, and the unifiers 
are well aware that there 
will seldom be unanimity on 
the big things; there is 
generally a veto ready to be 
used. 

This is why they have 
proposed the extension of 
majority voting to a wider 
range of subjects, including 
some of the big issues — 
and presumably, in the end, 
to everything that shapes 


the lives of Europeans. 
They are right to say that, 
without this, the present 
European Union is not real- 
ly a union at all. They 
would like to “deepen" it 
into the real thing. 

But this has run into the 
obvious objection. The 
trouble with the veto, say 
the unifiers, is that people 
like to use it. We should 
therefore agree to abolish 
it. Even in the present 
European Union of 12 
members it will be impossi- 
ble to bring off this non 
sequitur. The British want 
to hang on to the right to 
say no. So do the Danes. 
There are others who pri- 
vately agree, even if the 
magic of the word “union" 
makes them hesitate to say 
so out loud. 

It will get even harder to 
abolish the veto if the EU 
grows to 16 or 20 members. 
Of the countries next in line 
for joining, Sweden and 
Norway are both anxious to 
preserve their own special 
flavour, so they will try to 
hold on to the unanimity 
principle on the big issues. 
Some of the East Euro- 
peans, especially Poland, 
feel the same. And if it 
comes to look as if Ger- 
many could organise an 
overriding majority out of 
the influence it wields in 
Northern and Eastern 
Europe, the South Euro- 
peans will be increasingly 
reluctant to find themselves 


caught in a defeatable 
minority. 

Enter the unifiers’ latest 
suggestion. If some Euro- 
peans do not like where full 
union might take them, at 
least let the true believers 
get on with it. The next 
steps towards a federal 
Europe, say Mr. Balladur 
and Wolfgang Schauble, 
the CDU parliamentary 
leader, can be taken by an 
inner group of five coun- 
tries — Germany, France, 
Belgium, the Netherlands 
and Luxembourg. 

Do not believe it. It is not 
just that the idea infuriates 
Italy, the excluded member 
of the original European 
Six; or that the rest of the 
present EU dislikes the 
thought of being formally 
relegated to a sort of second 
division; or that there is 
something funny about 
saying you want to unite 
Europe while in fact slicing 
the current union in two. 
The real implausibility of 
this scheme lies within its 
scheme lies within its 
chosen five countries. 

In one of them, the 
Netherlands, recent opin- 
ion polls have shown a de- 
gree of hostility to the con- 
cept of a federal Europe 
that would make it very 
hard for a Dutch govern- 
ment to sign up to the 
Balladur-Schauble plan. 
More important, it is highly 
unlikely that France, what- 
ever Mr. Balladur now 


says, would agree to tie 
itself so tightly to Germany 
with nobody else except the 
three little Benelux coun- 
tries in the package. 

Since Germany’s reuni- 
fication, the French- 
German balance of power 
the French once stubbornly 
believed in has vanished 
forever. Germany is now 
far stronger than France in 
money, in the influence 
money can buy, and in the 
military power Germany 
will be able to deploy 
around the world by the 
end of the century. Tied 
one-to-one to such a Ger- 
many, the French will do 
what the Germans want, 
not the other way around. 

This is why, in any tightly 
bound Europe, France 
needs Britain and Italy and 
Spain alongside it to help 
counterbalance that Ger- 
man strength. It is why five 
into one will not go. No- 
body likes swallowing an 
unpleasant truth, but this is 
the truth now in France’s 
throat. 

Ah, say the Eurounifiers, 
it may look like this when 
you are sitting among the 
pines by a hilltop temple on 
a Greek island; but would 
not classical Greece have 
been an even better place if 
it had unified itself, and 
should Europe not seize the 
chance that Greece missed? 

The honest answer is no. 
A unified ancient Greece 
might indeed have been 


spared those bloody 
between its city-states. 
Europe no longer faces that 
particular danger. The Ger- 
mans and French and Brit- 
ish have learned the lesson 
of the 20th century. They 
are not going to fight each 
other again, whatever their 
formal constitutional 
tionship. And, for the rest, 
the Greek example does 
not point Europe down the 
road to political unification. 

The glory that was 
Greece, in the 5th and 4ft 
centuries B.C.. required 
no all-Greek Parliament st- 
ring in Thebes, no commis- 
sion with an office in 
Corinth, no pan-HeDenic 
army commanded (one 
fears) from Sparta. The 
great new light of philoso- 
phy and culture and politics 
that burst upon the world in 
those centuries was at least 
in part a product of 
Greece’s very diversity and 
variety. When Greece was 
eventually made into a sing- 
le state — by that cold 
outsider, Philip of Macedon 
— the light never shone so 
brightly again. 

Even now, though, there 
is a certain clarity in the 
Greek sky that aids those 
Fleering into the future. 
Perhaps the theoreticians of 
European unity should 
come and lean against the 
columns of Aphaia. J 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


■A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i daily described the Oslo deal 
one year after its birth as a project of extreme importance 
for the Palestinians as it F>ave$ the ground for the eventual 
establishment of an independent Palestinian state. Tareq 
Masarweh said that the self-rule areas in Jericho and Gaza 
are only a prelude for the creation of a Palestinian state, 
and for that reason the Israelis are intent on aborting the 
Palestinian plans. Further more, said the writer, Arab 
states and probably foreign powers could be working in 
secret to abort the Palestinian plans and prevent the 
creation of a ?a*e;t : nian stste. The writer d: T .ri;e 

the difficulties and the obstacles ir. their ’v»y. me Jaiesii- 
nians are diligently working towards the final objective. 
The writer called on the Arab countries to extend a helping 
hand to the Palestinians who have now taken control of 
their own destiny and who are in need of support to 
establish their independent authority. 

IT IS regrettable that the Arab League Council meeting in 
Cairo has failed to tackle the question of inter-Arab 
reconciliation because half the ministers who attended 
were not on speaking terms with the other half, said Taher 
A1 Ad wan, a columnist in A1 Dustour. The writer said that 
the meeting has also failed to respond favourably to a call 
by Palestinian leader Faisal Husseini who urged the Arabs 
to refrain from signing final peace t* ty v.--rfi Israel before 
the jev ish stale cr. k - 4 : r e = : .. ■ . a.;. - : - :"-‘x c. :: 

the final status of .' :tu salem. As or. .'■ary Arab c vs 

have the right to look forward to the day when the Arab 
countries can reach a decision through the Arab League to 
translate their empty slogans into facts on the ground, said 
Mr. Adwan. He said that the Arab World is in need of 
leaders who can help Arab states to at least establish some 
kind of union similar to that of the European Union, which 
groups different nations with a long history of conflicts. 
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Greek parliament sends another ex-premier to trial 


By Stephen Weeks 
Reuter 

ATHENS — For the 
second time in less than five 
years the Greek parliament 
has sent a former prime 
minister to trial on charges 
of corruption and bribe-tak- 
ing in office. 

Once again the accused 


political vendettas and not 
any real evidence. 

“It’s an act of personal 
revenge aimed exclusively 
at me," an angry Mitsotakis 
told parliament shortly be- 
fore the vote on Thursday 
night. 


The Socialist-controlled 
parliament voted to send 
Mr. Mitsotakis to trial be- 
fore a special 13-judge 
court on charges of accept- 
ing a £22.5-milIion bribe 
while in office from 1990 to 
1993. 

The bribe was allegedly 
paid during the 1992 sale of 
the state-owned Heracles 
Cement Company to 
Greece’s national bank and 
Italy’s Calcestruzzi Ce- 
ment. which was later 


Since the Socialists won 
elections in October, parlia- 
ment has voted to send Mr. 
Mitsotakis, premier from 
1990 to 1993, to trial on 
separate charges of illegally 
taping the telephone of his 
political rivals. 


Mr. Mitsotakis, 75, has 
vehemently denied any 
wrongdoing and has blamed 
one man for his present 
woes — Socialist Prime 
Minister Andreas Papan- 
dreou, a bitter and long- 
standing foe. 

"My prediction is, and I 
have promised Mr. Papan- 
dreou it will happen, he will 
end his sinful and turbulent 
political career with the 
stigma of a slanderer," Mr. 
Mitsotakis told reporters af- 
::: parliament. 

me two men — oppo- 
sites in style, temperament 
and background — have 
dominated the political 
scene for 15 years. And 
although Greek politics 
have never been for the 
faint-hearted, Mr. Miisota- 
kis and Mr. Papandreou 


seem bent on turning the 
political arena into a take- 
no-prisoners war zone. 

When Mr. Papandreou 
was defeated in 1989, Mr. 
Mitsotakis led a relentless 
campaign in a Conserva- 
tive-controlled parliament 
to have him charged with 
corruption and illegal 
phonetapping. 

Mr. Papandreou also dis- 
missed the allegations as a 
crude political vendetta 
aimed at destroying his 
Soci’J>s; Party and he snub- 
oed * special J 3-judge court 
by refusing to attend. 

He was cleared of all 
corruption charges in Janu- 
ary 1992 and Mr. Mitsotakis 
then had parliament dis- 
creetly drop the eavesdrop- 
ping charges. 

The obsession with pro- 


secuting political oppo- 
nents, now a popular past- 
time for both major parties, 
overshadows all other 
pressing problems, such as 
staggering public debt and 
tensions with almost everv 
neighbour from Albania to 
Turkey. 

And taken together the 
charges against Mr. Mitso- 
takis seem to minor the 
charges against Mr. Papan- 
dreou in 1989. Few com- 
mentators seem to feel Mr. 
Mitsotakis will ever be con- 
victed. 

“This is simple tit-for-tat 
and the sum total is zero." 
.said political commentator 
VassUis Rafaelidis. 

Indeed, with municipal 
elections next month and 
national elections possible 


in May, several commenta- 
tors attributed the criminal 
charges against Mr. Mitso- 
takis to G reek-style pre- 
election campaigning. 

But several party leaded 
also expressed concern that 
Greece most devote more 
attention to issues or 
national importance ano 
give up the steady stream or 
accusations of crimnw 
wrongdoing levelled again* 
defeated political foes. 

“The political systeo 

must stop bei 
where scand 
and tii 
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King reiterates resolve 


(Continued from page 1) 

tant matters on which it had 
to concentrate its attention 
and find solutions as well as 
set up policies that could 
guarantee these solutions. 

The recently formed Royal 
Commission for Reform and 
Modernisation, under the 
chairmanship of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san aims at finalising draft 
laws and laying the ground 
for arrangements to ensure 
and safeguard the Kingdom's 
excellent reputation, the 
King said. 

“We are about to enter an 
era which will witness the 
execution of numerous and 
diversified projects and we 
want our people to be reas- 
sured of their implementa- 
tion. So we should prevent 
huge funds from being di- 
verted towards certain circles 
and parties that do not be- 
nefit the Kingdom and do not 
understand the Kingdom’s 
needs,” King Hussein said. 

“We want our people to be 
reassured about the sound- 
ness of all decisions that are 
executed within this 
framework,” he stressed. 

King Hussein said that 
peace negotiations with Israel 
were going on well and Jor- 
dan would arrive at its objec- 
tives with God’s help and the 
efforts of its people. 

“Through cooperation 
with all concerned parties 
and the endeavours of the 
Jordanian negotiators, Jor- 
dan is bound to arrive at a 
just and honourable peace 
acceptable to the coming gen- 
erations,” he said. 

King Hussein emphasised 
the need to bolster national 
unity and asked the govern- 
ment to ensure that its poli- 
cies and decisions reflect this 
concept in embodiment of 
Jordan’s noble and humane 
stands. 

He said that this question 
ought to be given top priority 
at all levels so that “every 
citizen can feel he is an integ- 
ral part of this nation.” 

The King said Jordan was 


and in these critical circumst- 
ances: “We have to remain 
steadfast because our 
genuine traditions and stead- 
fastness constitute our cher- 
ished treasure that serve us in 
the darkest circumstances.” 
At the Cabinet session, 
which was attended by 
Crown Prince Hassan, Minis- 
ter of State Abdul Raonf 
Rawabdeh reported on the 
Outcome of last week’s Arab 
League Council meeting in 
Cairo, noting that the Jorda- 
nian delegation supported a 
draft resolution on Jerusalem 
because he said it ran in 
conformity to the Jordanian 


Minister of State Talal A1 
Hassan reported on the out- 
come of the Islamic foreign 
ministers meeting held in 
Islamabad, noting that the 
Jordanian delegation reaf- 
firmed Jordan’s firm stand 
concerning Jerusalem and the 
Islamic Waqf there. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, who spoke at 
the end of the session, 
pledged that the government 
would do all it can to cooper- 
ate with the Royal Commis- 
sion for Reform and Mod- 
ernisation to fulfil its objec- 
tives and with the legislative 
authorities in enacting laws. 

Following the Cabinet 
meeting. Information Minis- 
ter Anani told Jordan Televi- 
sion King Hussein was con- 
vinced that the peace process 
would lead to the execution 
of important economic deci- 
sions that would further soli- 
dify the national economy 
and ensure security and sta- 
bility in the Kingdom. 

Referring to Jordan’s con- 
tribution to the U.N. force in 
Haiti, Dr. Anani said that 
Jordan would not participate 
in the military forces as was 
allegedly reported by news 
agencies but would only send 
a team of policemen to help 
supervise peace and offer 
humanitarian services to the 
local population. 

He said no date has been 
set for the departure of this 
force. 


PNA sees talks on elections 

(Continued from page 1) The protest was the latest 
Boutros Ghali, the officials sign of growing dissatisfac- 
said. tion with Mr. Arafat. 

. PECDAR Jiead Ahmad-i. Palestinian sources have 
Qooriea, said by PLO offi- said there is increasing frus- 


rials to have resigned as head 
of economics in the Palesti- 
nian authority, did not attend 
Saturday’s meeting. 

Officials said Mr. Qouriea, 
also known as Abu Alaa, bad 
tendered his resignation from 
the authority because of what 
he regarded as mismanage- 
ment of Palestinian institu- 
tions. He would only say he 
had made no public 
announcement of any res- 


Officials said authority fi- 
nance bead Mohammad A1 
Nashashibi, but not Abn 
Alaa, accompanied Mr. Ara- 
fat to Cairo for the PECDAR 
meeting. 

Dozens of wheelchair- 
bound veterans of the Palesti- 
nian uprising against Israel 
on Saturday aimed their {no- 
tests at a new address: Mr. 
Arafat. 

Demonstrators ouyside 
Mr. Arafat’s headquarters 
, while the weekly meeting of 
Mr. Arafat’s self-rule govern- 
ment was in progress, the 
handicapped youths deman- 
ded jobs and better medical 
treatment 

“We are soldiers of the 
uprising. You have to pro- 
vide jobs for os,” read one 
placard held op by the protes- 
ters, all of whom were hurt in 
dashes with Israeli troops 
during the seven-year revolt 
that paved the way for Mr. 
Arafat’s return to Gaza. 


tration among Mr. Arafat’s 
own ministers because he re- 
fuses to delegate responsibil- 
ity and spends most of his 
time greeting visitors. 

Unemployment in Gaza is 
at above 50 per cent, the 
transfer of badly needed fore- 
ign aid had been slow, in part 
because Mr. Arafat resisted 
international demands for an 
independent accounting of 
how the funds are spent. 

On Saturday, Mr. Arafat 
met briefly with the protes- 
ters after the cabinet session 
and told them they had no 
right to complain. 

"Are yon raising placards 
against me? I am the leader 
of the Palestinian people. 
You are not martyrs. There 
are thousands of you who 
were wounded in the upris- 
ing,” a Palestinian reporter 
witnessing the meeting 
quoted Mr. Arafat as telling 
die youths. 

Earlier, Palestinian secur- 
ity guards had barred photo- 
graphers from taking pictures 
of die 40 demonstrators and 
ordered reporters to stop 
talking to the young men. 

At one point, Arafat aide 
Khaled Yazeji greeted the 
handicapped and pleaded for 
understanding, referring to 
Mr. Arafat by his nome de 
guerre, he said: “Abu 
Amm ar is under pressure 
from Arabs and Jews, he 
doesn’t have money for you.” 


‘Last’ bid to end Haiti crisis 


(Con tinued fr om page 1) 
mean Republic on Friday. 

. “We will resist” an inva- 
sion, the army chief of staff, 
Philippe Biamby, declared 
Friday. At army headquar- 
ters, soldiers were distribut- 
ing rounds of ammunition to 
civilians and plainclothes 
troops. 

Jamaica’s former prime 
minister, Edward Seaga, said 
in Kingston that he spoke to a 
Cedras aide this week to 
arrange a peaceful solution. 
Mr. Seaga said the plan was 
derailed by public exposure. 

Gen. Cedras helped lead 
the coup that toppled elected 
President Jcan-Bertrand 
Aristide three years ago, and 
in October, he reneged on a 
U.N.-brokered deal to return 
the former priest to power. 
Army animosity to the leftist 
Aristide is a main stumbling 
block to any negotiated re- 
turn. 

During the early morning 
hours Saturday, U.S. planes 
showered the Haitian capital 

with leaflets urging Haitians 
to st ay home, put gown their 
weapons ana repudiate 
vengeance. 


The tracts, in what one 
local described as “different 
Creole from the Creole we 
talk,” were the third pam- 
phlets to be dropped over 
Port-Au-Prince this week. 

Previous messages have 
encouraged the return of Mr. 
Aristide and preached mes- 
sages of reconciliation, 
democracy and justice. 

U.S. warships continued to 
Invisible from the shoreline 
Saturday. 

The peace mission marked 
Mr. Carter’s first visit to 
Haiti since be headed a de- 
legation. which oversaw die 
election of Mr. Aristide in 
the country’s first free and 
fair ballot in December 1990. 

Mr. Aristide was elected 
with more than two-thirds of 
the vote but served only eight 
months of his term before 
being toppled by Gen. Ced- 
ras and other officers in a 
bloody September 1991 coup. 

Gen. Cedras, who as a 
colonel was in charge of 
security for the elections, met 
often with Mr. Carter before 
and. during die election pro- 



SINGING THE TROUBLES. AWAY: Sarajevo residents wave peace . flags and sii 


as they join in a peace demon- stration (AFP photo) 


Bosnia: Culture offers the seeds of survival 


By Lyric WaUwork Winik 
and Dzernta Mehic 

WASHINGTON — Bosnia 
hzs become like the man 
who sits outside the clinic 
for recon st r ucti ve surgery 
in Sarajevo cn sunny days, 
the man without a jace. A 
bomb has destroyed his 
chic, cheeks, nose and 
mouth. He is carnage with 
eyes. 

People walk by and look 
away. They cannot bear for 
an instant to let their eyes 
meet his face. 

Bosnia is full of faces. 
Not just of men like that 
one, but of widows carrying 
Water pails, of young chil- 
dren who do not recognise 
something as simple as an 
egg, of computer engineers 
who have become bird hun- 
ters, trapping crows for a 
bit of meat, of filmmakers 
willing to clean streets in 
return for a few moments of 
peace. 


In their emaciated bodies 
and artifical limbs, in their 
struggle to get up, go out and 
live each day, Bosnia’ exists. 
It is a population and a 
place. 

But how to save this 
place? Bosnians in Sarajevo 
have wrestled with this 
question even as they have 
learned to pick their way 
along the streets, to step 
over bodies blown apart by 
shells, to endure fires, the 
cold, hunger, filth and the 
shattering of almost every 
window in Sarajevo. 

They have repeatedly 
asked themselves how", 
even as they have learned 
to five . on drips of water, 
bursts of electricity, and 
fragile supply lines. 

The answer lies not just 
in the struggle they wage 
with meager guns and 
shells, with the barest of 


one-sided arms embargo to 
be lifted, but it has not 
been. They have waited for 
the Americans to come, but 
. they do not. 

For Bosnians, the answer 
lies not simply iu military 
survival or outside salva- 
tion, important as these 
are, but in cultural survival. 

This is a battle waged 
with words, images and ex- 
pressions. It is a snuggle by 
artists, writers, filmmakers 
and journalists — tbe 
famous and the ordinary — 
to create a cultural record, 
especially in Sarajevo. 

Cultural survival is based 
on the premise that, in Bos- 
nia, many people do not 
base their identity on reli- 
gion or nationality that 
would divide as well as de- 
fine. In this mold-cultural 
nation, they continue to 
cling to the idea that they 
are simply Bosnians, a peo- 
ple with a past and with a 
future. 


Denied every military 
weapon by the United Na- 
tions, Bosnians turn to cul- 
ture as the last weapons to 
preserve themselves and 
their nation. It is an act of 
defiance in the face of un- 
bridled destruction. 

Cultural survival began 
during the height of the 
war. Without paints, with- 
out canvas, as many as five 
are galleries opened in 
Sarajevo. Artists worked 
with whatever they could 
find — bricks, broken glass, 
burnt automobiles. Movies 
played at a dnema, where 
the only entrance was hid- 
den in a backyard. The ci- 
ty’s theatre remained open, 
run by an actor who lost 
both legs in a shelling. 

Fashion shows pre- 
miered, with designs stitch- 
ed _from used U.N. plastic 
tarpaulins. 

Newspapers were printed 
irregularly in basements 


and sold by the reporters on 
the streets. Five radio sta- 
tions broadcast across tbe 
city, powered by batteries. 

These moments of cul- 
ture are small but necessary 
triumphs in the face of in- 
ternational waffling and 
wanton ruin. They are the 
seeds of survival. .u 

With each painting, each 
play, each conert, Bosnians 
challenge violence with 
tolerance, fascism with art 
and ideas, destruction with 
creation, death with hrnnour 

This summer, during the 
promise of tbe ceasefire, 
Sarajevo even held a cultu- 
ral festival called Baby Uni- 
verse. 

And all this has meaning. 
When the shelling picks up, 
sounding the threat of 
another Serbian offensive 
(as it did last week in an 
apparent effort to keep the 
Pope away), the Bosnian 
people will continue to fight 


to save their nation with 
art, music, ideas and words. 

Cultural survival has be- 
come tbe message that no 
artificial fines drawn on 
maps by guerrilla armies or 
indifferent diplomats can 
repeal the spirit of Bosnia 
or undo the nation and its 
people. 

It is perhaps the only 
hope of a people and a 
place struggling to survive 
in plain view of a passive 
America and its allies. 

It is also a warning 
against any plan imposed by 
the outside world that 
would sacrifice, rather than 
preserve, the Bosnian na- 
tion and the Bosnian ideal. 


Lyric WaUwork Winik is a 
writer Dzenita Mehic is a 
journalist with Radio 99 in 
Sarajevo and currently a 
fellow at the National 
Fonun Foundation. They 
contributed this comment 
to Tbe New York Times. 


A general 
with an 
iron fist 


By Andrew Downie 

Renter 

‘PORT-AU-PRINCE — In 
conversation, Haitian milit- 
ary leader Raoul Cedras is 
articulate, erudite and even 
charming. 

But his silken personality 
encases the iron fist of a 
man who has ruled while 
more than 4,000 mostly de- 
fenceless people have been 
ItiHed and thousands more 
of Haiti’s poor have been 
raped, tortured and beaten. 

The lantern-jawed lieute- 
nant general, who seized 
power in a bloody coup 
three years ago this month, 
is all contradiction. 

He is fight-skinned in a 
country that is 90 per cent 
black, Methodist in an 
overwhelmingly Catholic 
state and sits in a study 
filled with well-thumbed 
books amid a population in 
which an estimated 95 out 
of 100 people cannot write 
their own names. 

Before the September 
1991 coup, Mr. Cedras 
seemed a secure and even 
admirable figure in the 

world community. 

He was awarded interna- 
tional acclaim for providing 
security to voters in Haiti’s 
first-ever free elections in 
December 1990. And he 
was appointed to the na- 
tion’s top militmy post, 
commander-in-chief of the 
Haitian armed forces, by a ' 
grateful President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide, who 
won the election with a 
huge majority. 

But Mr. Cedras's 
■appointment was a decision 
‘Mr. Aristide would live to 
regret. 

■ Within eight months of 


Mr. Aristide's swearing-in, 
the man known as the 
general remained atop the 
armed forces. But be also 
headed a military regime 
that overthrew the popular 
Roman Catholic priest and 
sent him into exile. 

Mr. Cedras has been por- 
trayed in many coup 
accounts as an unwilling 
participant forced into tbe 
limelight by tbe real plot- 
ters, Michel Francois, now 
Port-Au-Prince police 
chief, and Philippe Biamby, 
a boyhood friend who is 
now Mr. Cedras’s chief of 
staff. 

Despite widespread hu- 
man rights abuses and in- 
tractable resistance to Mr. 
Aristide’s restoration, 
many diplomats swallowed 
Mr. Cedras’s image as the 
reasonable leader of the 
ruling trio. 

“I genuinely believe he 
knows he made a mistake,'' 
said one senior diplomat 
who met regularly with Mr. 
Cedras, referring to his de- 
cision to go along with tbe 
September 1991 coup. 

But quiet Mr. Cedras 
dropped the facade last 
October when, amid a rash 
of vicious pro-military vio- 
lence, he reneged on a 
U.N.-mcdiared deal in 
which he had agreed to 
resign and allow Mr. Aris- 
tide’s return. 

For the past 21 months, 
Mr. Cedras has thumbed 
his nose at an incre asingl y 
exasperated international 
community to the point 
where U.S. President Bill 
Clinton has called him a 
killer and mobilised 
thousands of troops to in- 
vade his tiny, impoverished 
homeland. 

Bom July 9, 1949, to 



Raoul Cedras 

wealthy merchant parents 
in the southern town of 
Jeremie, Mr. Cedras aimed 
early for a military career. 
His father was a supporter 
of brutal dictator Francois 
“Papa Doc” Duvalier and 
when Duvalier’s son Jean- 
Oaude “Baby Doc” Duva- 
fier took over as president 
in 1972, Mr. Cedras was 
one of the first cadets to 
enroll at the capital’s newly 
opened military academy. 

He graduated in the class 
of ”73 along with Mr. Biam- 
by and Jean -Claude Duper- 
val, now his second in com- 
mand at army headquar- 
ters. Shortly afterwards he 
married Yannick — a 
‘ hard-headed business- 
woman described by those 
who know her as soulless 
and power hungry — 

fathered three children, and 

rose through tbe ranks until 
he was promoted to colonel 
in January 1989. 

Mr. Cedras speaks fluent 


French and Spanish as well 
as passable English, but re- 
fuses to speak in the latter 
tongue, saying the time it 
takes for his interpreter to 
translate questions allows 
him vital seconds to think. 

He is famous among j 
journalists for indirect 
answers to even innocuous | 
questions. 

A keen volleyball player 
and scuba diver, Mr. Ced- 
ras, 45, often spends his 
weekends at his gorgeous 
beach front home just north 
of Port-Au-Prince. It is 

there he can relax with 

other officers and his per- 
sonal bodyguards. 

“The army is condemned 
to serve the people,” Mr. 
Cedras said a few months 
before Mr. Aristide was 
elected. “The victories we 
have to respect wifi not 
the battles won by machine 

guns but by those who fight 

to make our society more 
humane.” 


Slovak farms 
sink into debt 


RUSOVCE, Slovakia — 
For centuries, these verdanr 
lowlands hugging the 
Danube have yielded some of 
Central Europe's most 
bountiful harvests.' 

But since the fall of Com- 
munism in 1989, Slovak 
agriculture has suffered in- 
solvencies and property dis- 
putes which have delayed 
the swift restructuring 
needed to cope with new 
market demands. 

At - the Dunaj farm coop- 
erative in Rusovee. west of 
Bratislava, general director 
Anton Markovic stares 
from his modest office at 
the newly harvested wheat 
fields. 

Here business practices 
have scarcely changed since 
the fall of Communism. 

“We can't afford new 
equipment, our buyers 
aren’t paying us for months, 
subsidies have been cut,” 
Mr. Markovic said. “This 
vicious circle has to be cut 
somewhere.” 

According to the Slovak 
Agriculture Ministry, some 
90 per cent of Slovakia's 
957 farm cooperatives are 
in the red, mostly because 
of debts racked up by distri- 
butors and the failure of 
food processing companies 
to pay. 

A ministry official said at 
least 20 per cent of Slovak 
cooperatives will go bank- 
rupt in the near future. 

Slovakia's 140 state 
farms, which are faring 
even worse than the coop- 
eratives, have also fallen 
behind on the road to a 
market economy. 

“State farms have no 
chance to survive. We need 
large-scale production, in- 
creased productivity, and 
new technologies,'" Mr. 
Markovic said. 


Slovak state farms and 
cooperatives received about 
seven billion crowns 
($247.7 million) in sub- 
sidies, down form 15 billion 
($530.8 million) in 1989. 

Half of all direct sub- 
sidies, making up three per 
cent of gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP), were made to 
the farm sector last year, 
Slovak officials said in a 
report to the World Bank. 

The Dunaj cooperative, 
which produces about 
15,000 tonnes of wheat, 
rye, and barley annually, 
gets five per cent of its 
production costs through 
state subsidies, just a third 
of what it used to receive 
under Communism. 

Some say Slovakia's 
farming crisis could be 
caused as much by the con- 
tinuation of Communist- 
style working practices than 
by a lack of subsidies. 

“Under Socialism, it was 
production at any cost. 
(Farmers) didn’t care about 
hedgerows, soil erosion, 
over-fertilising,” said Don- 
na Batcho, a U.S.-spon- 
sored agriculture expert 
who advises Slovak author- 
ities. 

Mr. Baxcho said perva- 
sive over-staffing on farms 
only made the problem 
worse. 

“One co-op had 25 trac- 
tor drivers and needed only 
three... Only a precious few 
(fanners) have a real over- 
view on running a farm." 
she said. 

She said entrenched in- 
solvency and hard-to-get 
loans also posed problems. 

Despite this apparent 
threat to their future, Slo- 
vak farms just keep on pro- 
ducing for their insolvent 
customers. 

In 1993 agriculture con- 
tributed 5.9 per cent of Slo- 
vak GDP, up from 5.2 per 
cent in 1992. 
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statistics mask fragility 
of new work — analysts 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18. jjj. 


New taxes to tackle Indian premier urges higher 
UAE budget deficit spending to back reforms 


PARIS (AFP) — A marked ahead of Italy 


unemploy- cent and Spain, with 22.1 per of its efforts to youth training come and help tackle it 


mem figures across the 12- cent unemployment. schemes, reducing em- budge 

nation European Union A recent study by the ployers' contributions for Friday 

(EU) is masking the under- European Social Institute low-paid workers and relax- The 

King fragility of new jobs. (ISE) highlighted the worry ing labour law through a five- range 

according to "labour analysts. that in spite of special mea- year plan on job creation. vices. 


ployers' contributions for Friday. 
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come and help tackle its % :i .■ duction and sustain economic 


budget deficit, bankers said 


ing a visitor’s visa. , * 
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according to labour analysts. 


European Commission, said most of the countries have unemployment is still affect- 

in Brussels this week that embarked upon have slewed ing 1.18 million people, a 

al thou eh the economic recov- off towards Britain's "ex- third of the jobless total. 


third of the jobless total. bankers said. 

Job creation remains fra- The taxes, endorsed c 
gile, and new jobs are often the past month, will be 


total non-oil income, the istration of vehicles and . 
bankers said. motorcycles, issuing driving g* 

The taxes, endorsed over licences and other traffic ser- | 
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“The recovery should not much greater flexibility. 


per cent of the active popula- the first half of the year for number of expatriates living Licences for trading in , l r on __ C be j]L 

Ron in July from 1CL5 per the whole of the country. in this country, a simple cal- arms also soared by 50 per | CL * “■ ke ‘; 


lead us into relaxing our Britain has enjoyed steady ment has levelled out on tl 
structural efforts and into falls in unemployment, to 9.2 . back of 2.8 percent growth 

forgetting about massive un- per cent of the active popula- the first half of the year f 

employment.’' he told the non in July from 10.5 per the whole of the count! 

European Parliament. cent in the same month last according to the Feder 

Unemployment in the EU year, on the back of a Labour Office, 
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dieted to be 19 million, equal ment has trumpeted reforms tendency among employers t he deficit in the federal 
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P.V. Narashnha Rao 
were on course and irreversi- 


"Considering the large of the licence. 


ble and global investors were goods. 


are becoming ont of date 
before we become nn m 
date,” he sakL n 

Indian companies spend 
less than 0.6 per cent of tw 
sales revenues on creatm, 
technologies compared with 
nearly six per cent in some 
developed countries. 

Mr. Rao also asked for 
more private investment hi 
India's infrastructure, i n 
power, roads and telecom- 
muni cations, io allow the 
government to shift resources 
to social benefits. 

“Development of infras- 
tructure is critical for indust- 
rial and economic growth,” 
Mr. Rao said, adding there 
was a definite change in foe 
attitude of foreign investors 
who were now reducing their 

emphasis on consumer 


tion, which shrank in the first confident of the Indian mar- “Our priority is infrastruc- 
year of reforms, has been ket. ture and foreign investors 

boosted in the past few Nearly 16,500 projects in- have accepted this. Today 80 
months, touching eight per volving foreign investment of 85 per cent of foreign invest- 

cent last July. S6 billion had been cleared men t is coming into infras- 

Mr. Rao said the reforms since 1991 and $1.5 billion tructure,” the prime minister 

flowed into the Indian bourse said. 

I _ . last year alone, Mr. Rao said. . . , OB . 


culation will show the new cent to 400,000 dirhams boosted in the past few 
fees will bring in much more ($108,991) and arms mam;- touching eight per 

than one billion dirhams a facturing to 300,000 diriiams la g Jul y-. 

year,” a UAE bank manager ($81,743). Mr- said the reforms 


Rwanda struggles 
in financial vacuum 
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the past few years due to KIGALI (R) — Two months August but revived as people bo “'5 es - works, but is yet to set dear 

austerity measures." he after the end nf civil war trickled hack to the caoital Now that the Indian mne* 


hinng and firing are simpler accounted for much of the 

than "elsewhere in the com- improvement in the job crea- l he tees, me most sweep- bank 
munity. tion figures. ingsince the UAE was estab- dept! 

Part-time work in Britain The new government has lished from a federation of becat 

now absorbs a quarter of the said it wants to create 350,000 seven emirates in 1971, co- vault, 

workforce, taking in six mil- jobs between now and 1998 yered such areas as immigra- Ba 

lion workers out of a total 25 by reducing employers’ wel- ^ on - traffic, health and arms 

million. fare contributions, by adher- licences for nationals. 


wage. and the procedures for time and temporary work has austerity measures," he after the end of civil war. trickled back to the capital Now tb^ the Indian guidelines for most of them, 

hirine and firing are simpler accounted for much of the added. offirials at Rwanda’s central and it became clearer what se^rn^im^a so Many foreign companies, 

than "elsewhere in the com- improvement in the job crea- The fees, the most sweep- bank cannot fathom the the toppled government took money, it needs vo be ^5™^ in telecomirranica- 

munitv. tion figures. ing since the UAE was estab- depths of its financial crisis with it into exile. translated into new inaus- are anxiously awaitm* 

I. tv. 6 licTifd from =, frH^rsirion nf ) W t.7,cMhpv ra nn n fn n pn«h» Within a ur-plr frames tnCS, Mr. RaO Said. J..7T* 


is since the UAE was estab- depths of its financial crisis with it into exile, 

shed from a federation of berause they cannot open the Within a week. 


ith it into exile. translated into new indus- 

Witbin a week, 300 francs tries,” Mr. Rao said. _ 


to the dollar was hard to find 


workforce, taking in six mil- jobs between now and 1998 verea sucn ***** ** 'mmigra- Bank offirials suspect no- and hotels only offered 150 larger si«.» ... — -- major investment. 

lion workers out of a total 25 by reducing employers’ wel- tion, traffic, health and arms thing of value is left behind, because of a shortage of no logies through research ^ inged inda& ^ 

million. fare contributions, by adher- licences for nationals. the doors of the German- banknotes as much of the and development, to enajur- to expand into mi3i ^ 
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J - - on whether to go ahead with 


The self-employed sector ing to a strict policy of the 

has also expanded substan- low wage rises, and by creat- 


staff have remained stagnant, term unemployed. 


around 140 million dirhams fleeing the capital Kigali. 


fleeing the capital Kigali. Former offirials of the Ial *ons, Mr. Rao said. transition from four deades 

But amid the plush carpets ousted Hutu government mdustry should Qf economics to m 

and leather chairs of the have been seen daily handing l* ave higher outlay for re- Q ^ jn n^j^ 

National Bank of Rwanda, out huge wads of crisp Rwan- search and development. We 
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buildings to escape shell dam- soldiers and militiamen in 
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Korea renews bid to attract foreign capital 


SEOUL (AFP) — North North earn hard currency Naewoe monitor called “fear Foreign partners doing | age in the three-month war, eastern Zaire refugee camps. 
Korea has renewed a bid to needed to lift its hobbled of ideological contamina- business in Pyongyang have ! they cannot be sure. Pierre Gashumba, cabinet 


. lure foreign capital, but it has economy, appears to conflict tion. 


complained about bleak busi- “For the moment we ha- 


intensified ideological control with the North’s current Analysts have long pre- ness conditions stemming ven’t been able to discover try in Kigali, admits the new 
to check against a flow of ideological campaign. dieted that if the North steps from isolation, lack of energy what has been taken because government faces a big eco- 

Westem information, south- An influx of foreign inves- iup its campaign for foreign invest- and infrastructure, they said. we cannot get inside the nomic problem, 

era monitors said Saturday. toys would inevitably undeT- tment it will isolate the invest- The North’s low credibility safe,” Peter Rwakayigamba, “We are forced to use 
South Korea's officials mine its socialist system, ment it will isolate the inves- from past failed contracts has second vice-governor of the whatever money is still in the 


Naewoe news agency said Naewoe officials said. tors from all but minimal been cited as the biggest 

Pyongyang lifted a ban last Since the death of Presi- official contact, and indrea- obstacle, 
week on trips by foreign dent Kim E-Sung on July 8, • lions point to rigid controls ■ 

trade officials and business- North Korea has generally on access to investment 111 one . J ? e ^ W known 
men, allowing them to tour tightened a ban on contact zones. samples in foe West, North 

industrial facilities. between its people and fore- Project realisation since J 0 Febniaiy 1985 eo- 

So far. invitations have igners while soldifying the laws were revised in 1984 to tered Ult0 . a joint-venture 

been limited to Chinese, Rus- leadership of his son and lure foreign investors has contract with a French con- 

siar\ African and some Asian heir-apparent, Kim Jong-D, been dismally slow. struction firm to build a 

nations, the monitoring agen- they said. Sketchy official data here jnajestic 46-story hotel in 

cv said. “On work sites ideological showed that in theory 120 of Pyongyang. 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 18, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundat 


time and could call for a considerable amount of time and effort U 


bank, told Reuters. system because the (commer- 

Made. ~ “Until we do so, we cannot rial) banks, the motors of the a*- Keep a cool head now and don t say anything you may regret. 

T , know what is the state of the economy, are both empty ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Your, mind is full of ideas for your 

in one or the tew known country's money supply,” he and closed,” he told Reuters. progress in the future, so make notes on how to handle them. Have a 

amples foe West, North ^ "What we have ^ not enou gh conference in the evening. 

rwT into 6 a i ofot-ven ture Evidence of the state of the to pay salaries and regenerate TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Even if it is Sunday, concentrate on 


economy however is avail- the economy.” ways to get ahead faster so that you c 

the streets where He said the ministry was family in the evening, 
a and Zairean attempting to raise money GEMINt (May 21 to June 21) Apply s 

angers say the from the international com- desire which mean much to you and gai 

franc remains, at munity through aid. Finance dose friends. Be generous. 


able on the streets where He said the ministry was 
Rwandan and Zairean attempting to raise money 
moneychangers say the from the international com- 


be happier. Save lime for 


“Information sifted from education has been almost North Korea's 170 joint- But work on the mammoth first sight surprisingly, in de- Minister Marc Rugemgera MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) This is a good day to study 

its media shows that Pyon- doubled and school children’s venture projects with fore- project ground to a halt in mand. spent the last two weeks in your philosophy of life. Come to an understanding with the one who 

gyang is now eager to attract visits to ‘revolutionary sites’ igners have been carried out, jggg with the French side The franc, which traded at Washington negotiating for means the most to you. 

foreign investment,’’ raid one stepped up,” said one with 90 per cent fended by accusing Pyongyang of about 145 to the dollar before loans.- LEO; July 22 to August 21) Ideal day to analyse your hopes and 


massacres on April 6, da’s needs so we are optimis- 
plunged in value after the • tic,” he said of the talks with 


foreign investment,’’ said one stepped up," said one with 90 per cent funded by accusing Pyongyang of about 245 to the dollar before loans.' 

monitor charged with collat- Naewoe official. ethnic Koreans in Japan. breach of contract, Naewoe the outbreak of civil war and “The world knows Rwan- 

ing the scant information He added that curbs on But by the end of August officials said. massacres on April 6, da’s needs so we are optimis- 

from the dosed Stalinist travel by individuals nation- only 30 of the joint-venture mu plunged in value after the- tic," he said of the talks with 

state. wide had also been intensi- firms confirmed to be operat- T “® row °y cr North Rwanda Patriotic Front the World Bank and Intema- 

But the move, coming at a fied, and that any person . ing in North Korea while the Korea s secretive nuclear (RPF) seized the capital in tional Monetary Fund. Bui 

time when Pyongyang watch- wanting to enter a foreign other projects have been sus- p r ° g r a m “ ® “ a * \ ? 1 J 0 early July. U.N. sources said they feared 

ers say a rapprochement with investment zone needed spe- pended or closed down, deepened the North s isola- It reached a record low and Mr. Rugemgera was meeting 

Washington could help the rial approval, for what the Seoul officials said. bon. 400 to the dollar at the end of some problems. 


“The world knows Rwan- wishes and to apply effort so that you can gain them c 

’s needs so we are optimis- Drive with utmost care while on the highway. 


time when Pyongyang watch- wanting to enter a foreign other projects have been sus- P r ° 8 r 

ers say a rapprochement with investment zone needed spe- pended or closed down, deepem 

Washington could help the rial approval, for what the Seoul officials said. ti° Q - 


It reached a record low and Mr. Rugemgera was meeting 
400 to the dollar at the end of some problems. 



tic, ne said ot foe talks with VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Know what your position is 

the World Bank and Interna- with those in the outside world and strive to improve it. Make 

tional Monetary Fund. But vocational plans. Gain greater happiness. 

U- N . soiirces said they feared LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22)Getoutoftbatrmyouaieiii 

Mr. Rugemgera was meeting and seek more lucrative outlets. Show that you appreciate new 
some problems. acquaintances. Take no risks with your name. i 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Your hunches are good 
today so be sure to follow them and you can advance more quickly. 
Be with your mate. Be careful in motion. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Situations arise 
which will make it easier for you to communicate better with others^ 
Visit a good friend in the evening. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) This is a good day to 
get your tasks for the future nicely planned and to show gratitude to 
those who have been of assistance to you. 1 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Get your t asks done early 
and have a good time with friends later. Flan time to perfect some 
special talent. Avoid someone dep ressing . 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) A fine day for being with fannly- 
Invitc friends in for dinner. Show that you are artistic and courteous- 
Avoid arguments with your mate. 

Birthstone of September: Saphhire — Lapis LazuIB 
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Arabs expand petrochemical output to meet higher demand 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab states are setting up 
new petrochemical projects 
and expnading existing units 
to meet world demand and 
enter new markets expected 
to emerge after a landmark 
GATT deal. 

Most of the projects are 
being earned out in Saudi 
Arabia, which accounts for 
almost half of total Arab 
petrochemical output and 
controls more than a quarter 
of the worlds proven oil re- 
serves. 

Saudi Arabia will be the 
venue of a major Arab con- 
ference this year on the pros- 
pects for the regional pet- 
rochemical industry and the 
impact of the accord signed 
by members of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) in December 
to liberalise world trade. 


“The Arab petrochemical 
industry is still concentrated 
■in the Gulf, particularly in 
Saudi Arabia, which is press- 
ing ahead with projects to 
develop its oil-related indus- 
tries,” the Kuwaiti-based 
Organisation of Arab Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OAPEC) said in its annual 
report this week. 

It said the expansion and 
new projects in Saudi Arabia, 
which produces one-third of 
OPEC’s crude output, co- 
vered most petrochemical 
products, including ethylene, 
gasoline, methanol, polys- 
tyrene and M l BE, a comm- 
plex substance which is used 
in the production of unleaded 
petrol. 

A new MTBE unit set up 
recently by the Saudi com- 
pany Ibn Sinai with an output 
capacity of 600,000 tonnes 


per year has made the king- 
dom the biggest producer of 
the substance, with annual 
output reaching 1.9 million 
tonnes. 

The German firm Zimmer 
meanwhile is involved in a 
project to set up a unit pro- 
ducing 140,000 tonnes of 
polystyrene. 

The Saudi Arabian Basic 
Industries Corporation 
(SABIC), one of the biggest 
petrochemical firms in the 
world, is also building a plant 
to produce a substance used 
in the manufacture of poly- 
vinyl chloride. The plant, the 
first of its kind in the region, 
will have a capacity on 
150,000 tonnes per year. 

In Qatar, the Qatari Pet- 
rochemical Company (QAP- 
CO) is expanding its main 
petrochemical complex to 


raise capacity to 520.000 ton- 
nes per year, from 320,000 
tonnes, according to the 10- 
nation OAPEC. 

Qatar also plans to set up a 
methanol project with a 
capacity of between 600,000 
and 660,000 tonnes per year, 
at a cost of around S450 
million. 

Kuwait, another key Gulf 
oil producer, is also develop- 
ing its petrochemical sector. 
It has signed an agreement 
with the U.S. company Un- 
ion Carbide to build and 
operate a major petrochemic- 
al complex that will produce 
annually 650,000 tonnes of 
ethylene, 450,000 tonnes of 
polyethylene and 350,000 
tonnes of ethylglycol. The 
project will be completed in 
1997. 

Libya, Algeria and Egypt 
are also setting up new pet- 


rochemical projects and rais- 
ing the capacity of existing 
units, said OAPEC. 

The organisation groups 
Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, 
Qatar, Libya, Algeria, 
Egypt. Syria, Iraq, Bahrain 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE). 

The UAE, die second big- 
gest Arab oil producer, does 
not have petrochemical in- 
dustries . but is planning to 
enter the sector as it presses 
ahead with projects to tap its 
enormous gas reserves. The 
UAE, however, is a major 
producer of fertilizers, most 
of which are exported to Chi- 

A recent study by the 
Dammam-based Arab Pet- 
roleum Investment Corpora- 
tion said regional states 
needed to invest S21 billion in 
petrochemical projects, of 


which $9 billion would be 
spent up to the year 2000. 

Arab states have pumped 
nearly $18.4 billion into 913 
petrochemical projects, 
which had a capacity of 
around 14 million tonnes in 
1992 — a fraction of the 
world capacity of 297 million 
tonnes. 

The conference in Saudi 
Arabia in December wil 
bring together key Arab oil 
producers and will be staged 
under the slogan “towards 
development of Arab pet- 
rochemical industries to deal 
with the new world economic 
development.” 

The meeting is a response 
to Gulf expectations that the 
GATT deal will open new 
outlets for their petrochemic- 
al exports and expand ex- 
isting markets. 


Taiwanese seek stake in 
Qatar petrochemical deal 


China sets up investment 
firm to help education 


DOHA (R) — Two 
Taiwanese companies are 
seeking an equity stake in a 
Qatari petrochemical project 
and buying pan of the out- 
put, a senior Qatar General 
Petroleum Corporation 
(QGPC) officials has said. 

State-owned Chinese Pet- 
roleum Corporation (CPC) 
of Taiwan, and Lee Chang 
Yung Chemicals (LCYC) are 
discussing taking a 12.5 per 
cent stake each in Qatar Fuel 
Additives Company 
(QAFAC) which is setting up 
a $700 million methanol and 
methyl tertiary butyl ether 
(MTBE) complex in Umm 
Said. 

Hamad Rashed A1 Nuaimi, 
deputy managing director of 
QAFAC who represents the 
dominant partner QGPC on 
the QAFAC board, said CPC 
and LCYC officials were due 
in Doha on September 18 for 
negotiations. 

QGPC currently owns 50 
per cent of QAFAC and the 
rest is equally shared by 
Canada's International 
Octane Limited (IOL) and 
France's Total S.A. 

“If an agreement on 
Taiwanese participation is 


reached, IOL and Total will 
have to transfer half of their 
holdings each to new part- 
ner.” Mr. Nuaimi said. 

He said the negotiations 
were mainly taking part be- 
tween the foreign partners 
and aimed at boosting the 
company’s financial base and 
its commercial viability. 

QAFAC is the more adv- 
anced of Qatar’s two metha- 
nol and MTBE projects, 
approved in 1991 following 
the arrival of offshore gas 
after the implementation of 
the first phase of the North 
Field, the world’s largest 
single concentration of natu- 
ral gas. 

It had been put on hold 
due to financial constraints 
and the implementation of 
multi-billion-dollar liquefied 
natural gas projects which 
took precedence over all 
other development schemes. 

QAFAC sources said all 
process engineering and ma- 
jor equipment selection had 
been completed. “But the 
financial package, which is 


BEUING (R) — China has 
‘established the first invest- 
ment firm designed specifi- 
cally to raise and manage 
funds to bail out the country’s 
cash-strapped educational 
system, an official newspaper 
has said. 

The Beijing-based China 
Education and Science Trust 
and Investment Corp (CES- 
TTC) will pool idle funds 
from richer schools and in- 
vest them in a range of funds, 
including stocks, the China 
Daily said. 

The non-profit institution 
will provide low-interest 
loans to schools and 
education-related enter- 
prises. company chairman 
and president Wang Xianm- 
ing told the daily. 

“The new corporation aims 
to reform the management of 
funds for education by adopt- 
ing economic measures that 
suit the country's shift to a 
market economy,” Mr. Wang 
was quoted as saying. 

“CESTTC will raise funds 
to support the development 
Of education, science and 
technology without adding i 
financial pressure to the cen- 
tral government,” he added. 
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The company is pan of the 
preparations for establishing 
an education bank, Mr. 
Wang said. 

It was jointly set up by the 
State Planning Commission, 
the Ministry of Finance, the 
State Education Commission 
and China International 
Trust and Investment Corp, 
one of the country’s largest 
enterprises. 

An increasing number of 
Chinese schools have been 
left to scramble for funds as 
state subsidies dried up in the 
wake of economic reforms. 

Those reforms have in- 
cluded experiments in stock 
markets and other capitalist 
tools. 

But in the rush to get rich, 
some local governments have 
diverted education budgets to 
property, hotels, fancy cars 
and building industrial zones. 

To raise money, many 
schools run factories, charge 
entrance fees and even de- 
mand exorbitant tuition, 
turning their backs on Chi- 
na's communist egalitarian 
ideals. 

Thailand 
brushes dust 
off bartering 

BANGKOK (AFP) — The 
Thai government is brushing 
the dust off a time-tested 
form of trade — bartering — 
and promoting ii as a founda- 
tion for international busi- 
ness transactions, according 
to an official statement. The 
cabinet said it would require 
state-run agencies to negoti- 
ate Thai products as part of 
payment for any business 
done with agencies or private 
firms in other countries, the 
statement said. 

Agencies are to aim at sub- 
stituting goods for 20 to 50 
per cent of the total value of 
any transaction with a foreign 
govern mem or private firm, 
although that figure was flexi- 
ble. it said. 
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Auriol is new 
chief for Forte 
Grand Amman 

AMMAN — The newly 
appointed General Mana- 
ger of the Forte Grand 
Amman, Jean-Pierre Au- 
riol, took over from 
Charles Barker earlier this 
month. 

Prior to the Forte Grand 
Amman, Mr. Auriol was 
general manager of the 
Forte Grand Beach Plaza 
Monte Carlo for the past 
six years. 

Having worked with 
Forte Hotels for 16 years, 
Mr. Auriol has a vast ex- 
perience in resort and com- 
mercial hotel management 
with a successful track re- 
cord in profit generation 
and product development. 

He also has previous ex- 
perience of the Middle 
East, Europe and the 
Caribbean. Mr. Auriol’s 
last appointment in this re- 
gion was in 1932 in the 
UAE as executive assistant 
manager of the Forte 
Grand Dubai. 
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<stami, Wakileh win 
lassie MAGI raliytour 


Sped si to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Faris Bustami 
arid Raed Wakileh were 
declared the winners of the 
Zanussi Classic Raliytour 
Saturday, one day after the 
race completion." 

The BustamiAVakileh 
■ team collected .the mini- 
mum penal tv time in their 
Nissan 18QK GT with 1.08 
minutes to win the rally. 

The second place went to 
Rami Mahmoud and Yazan 
, Habashneh and in their 
Hyundai Excel with 2.43 
.added to their time in total 
penalties. Ehab Shourafab 
and Omar Ghali took the 
third place in a Honda 
Accord, clocking 3.27 


seconds. 

With this win. Fans Bus- 
tami secured the third place 
in the National Rally 
Championship standings 
and improved his total to 
97.5 points, which kept him 
alive in competition for the 
first place, currently occu- 
pied by Bashar Bustami 
with 140 points. 

Mo'taz Masri and M^seu- 
Qotob. who hold a record - 
low penalty time at a 
national rally tour of 44 
seconds registered at this 
year ’s first raliytour, failed 
to break the record and fell 
in fifth place with 4.50 mi- 
nutes. 

The raliytour competi- 
tion consisted of four main 
stages. According to the 


rally’s regulations, drivers 
are supposed to obey speed 
limits required in each 
stage. If a driver violates 
the speed limit, the amount 
of time exceeded will be 
counted as a penalty. The 
rally, which started Friday 
morning with 24 competi- 
tors, ended with 21 of 
finishing the race after 
three cars withdrew. 

Each driver is accompa- 
nied by a co-pilot and one 
or two assistants. Asphalt 
public roads were the 
course of the competition 
and cruising speed ranged 
between 47 and 55 
kilometres per hour with 
drivers crossing nearly 2S0 
kilometres. 




, M Hussein club maintain lead 
lii Jordan soccer championship 


3y a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — A1 Hussein 
club maintained the lead in 
| the third consecutive week 
I of :fee 1994 first division 
J soccer league cham- 
Lpionship. organised by the 
h Jordan Soccer Federation, 
j;fo!!ojvsd by Kofrsoum and 
]»,A1 Wihdat clubs. 

V Al Hussein secured their 
riop position lead after 
Hhrashing newcomers Sha- 
rbab A! Hussein 4-0 during 
| the last game of the third 
i week. 

j* Are? Hussein scored two 
I of the four goals in the 
second half after Fayez 
'-Vo use.' opened scoring in 

• the ic-th minute of the first 
r;nalf frem a penalty kick. 

Maze.n Anbar added the 
•jpsrth goal. On the other 
! har.c Shabab Ai Hussein’s 
:Jtta::;ers caused* no real 
^threat to AI Hussein’s goal 
j Except for two attempts 
;vhich were foiled by Al 
! Hus-ein’s goalkeeper 

• Ratio Al Oamen. 

in Irbid. although Al 
! ,7/ i h d a t attackers 
‘ threatened AI Karmel goal 
. : : r.stantiy they were able 
"o'S&re only two goals to 
‘-urco their "club in third 


place, while Al Karmel 
maintained their last posi- 
tion in the league after los- 
ing for the third consecu- 
tive time. 

Kufrsoum, maintained 
its second ranking by con- 
tinuing its impressive and 
surprising performance. 
The club crushed Al Jeel 
dub 4-1. Its star Yousef 
Obeidat scored a hat-trick 
and Al Jed's sweeper Sizar 
scored a goal against his 
team after 15 minutes from 
start. 

Meanwhile, Al Ahli and 
Al Ramtha maintained 
their fourth position with 


four points each respective- 
ly, after both dubs drew in 
their games. Al Ahli played 
Al Qadissieh for a 1-1 draw 
and Al Ramtha also drew 
with Al Jazireh 1-1. 

Earlier in the week, Al 
Faisali crushed Al Arabi 
dub 5-0. 

Jeries Tadros of Al 
Faisali left his finger prints 
in the final two minutes of 
the match by scoring two 
goals. 

The win raised Al Fai sa- 
fe's total to three points 






Standings after 3rd 
week 


P W D L GF GA Pis. 


- 3 2 4 
16 2 3 
12 2 3 


Shabab Al Hnssern 
Al Arabi 
Karmel 


• ! CITATION TO TENDER FOR THE SUPPLY OF EQUIPMENT AND 
] FuSMITURE TO THE NEW FACULTIES OF EDUCATION AT 
THE THREE UNIVERSITIES IN JORDAN 
■ International Competitive Bidding (ICB) 

. l.The government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has 
; received a Loan of U.S. $73,0 million from the International Bank 
of Reconstruction and Development- the World Bank-and intends 
to apply part of the proceeds of this loan to eligible payments for 
the supply of the goods and services covered by this Invitation. 
2. The Respective Purchasers namely: 

1 . University of Jordan in Amman 

2. Yarmouk University in Irbid 

3. Mu’tah University in Mu’tah 

hereby invite local and international suppliers of educational 
equipment in subject being taught in the faculty of education of 
each one of these three Universities to apply for bidding 
documents and to submit tenders (bids) for the equipment and 
furniture to be provided to the various laboratories, workshops 
snd classrooms of the Faculties of Education about to be 
completed in the campus of each one of the respective 
Universities. 

: 3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from, 
and inspect the Bidding Documents for each of the three 
: Universities: (1 ) at the University of Jordan in Amman, (2) at the 

■ ' liaison office of Yarmouk University located at the Higher Council 
:r ■ for Science and Technology building inside the campus of the 

Royal Scientific Society, (3) at the liaison office of Mu’tah 
University located at Samir Rifai St.-Jabal Amman between the 
•: hours of 9:00 a.m. to 1 :00 p.m. Saturday to Wednesday from 
September 14, 1994 to Oct. 5, 1994. 

: 4. A complete set of the Bidding Documents may be obtained from 
■_ . the above referred offices on submission of a written application 
and upon payment of a non-refundable fee. All payments will be 

■ by a Bank draft or certified bank check in currency of the 
purchaser's choice or in cash made out in favour of the 
respective University. Price of purchasing the documents would 
be the equivalent of the Jordan Dinar as follows: 

[ - For Delivery to personal callers JD 15.000 per Lot. 

I. - For Delivery by local Mail to Local Bidders JD 25.000 per lot. 

- For Delivery to Overseas Bidders by Courier Service JD 25.000 

■ per Lot plus JD 50 for all Lots. 

-Bids will be priced and submitted separately for each 
^dividual Lot to each respective University. Contracts 
lll'ill be awarded for a Lot (by/Lot) basis to the lowest 
^siuated bidders who would prove capable to carry out 
I -:he requirements of the contracts to be signed. Bidders 
| could be awarded more than one Contract of each. 

‘ Closing date for the bid submission will be noon of 
j Wednesday, Nov. 2, 1994. Bids shall have a validity of 90 
5 days and will be accompanied issued by The University of 
l-Jordan, Yarmouk University and Mu’tah University by a 
1 Yid security to the value of about 3% of the Bid Price and 
Let duration of 120 days. 



GOLF TOURNEY: Spaniard Severiano Bal- round of the DunhiB Masters golf tournament 
lesteros is watched by Colin Montgomerie in Woburn, Great Britain Saturday (AFP 
(left) as he tees off the 5th daring the second photo) 


Jansher to face Englishman 
in squash World Open final 


BARCELONA (AFP) — 
Defending champion Jansher 
Khan will take on England's 
Peter Marshall in a historic 
final of the squash World 
Open Sunday. 

Jansher. who is favourite 
for a record-equalling sixth 
world title, needed less than 
an hour to subdue Australia's 
Rodney Eyles 15-7, 15-12, 
15-13. 

Marshall, the man with the 
unique double-handed grip, 
became Britain's first ever 
finalist in the men’s world 
championship when he out- 
gunned Scot Peter Nicol 15-7, 
13-15, 15-15, 15-3 in Satur- 
day's other semifinal. 

Jansher. who says he wants 
to win 10 World Opens — his 
legendary predecessor Jahan- 
gir Khan won six be- 

fore retiring — was superb in 
all departments against 
Eyles. 

On more than one occasion 
in the first game Eyles was 
left shaking his head as Jan- 
sher's inch-perfect drives to 
the back court simply kissed 
the back wall and died, leav- 
ing him no chance. 

But Eyles was also his own 
worst enemy, working him- 
self gradually into a position 
for a winning drop shot — 
only to land the ball in the 
tin. 

Those mistakes »were far 
fewer in the second game,- 
but at 11-11 Jansher simply 
moved up a gear in terms of 
his power and precision to 
romp home. 

The third saw the closest 
i tussle and at 13-13. it looked 


as though the Australian 
might yet haul back into the 
match. 

But a winning drop fol- 
lowed by a dazzling cross 
court backhand flick from the 
master, which sparked 
thunderous applause from 
the crowd, put the tie beyond 
doubt. 

“It’s important to put 
pressure on the other play- 
ers," Jansher said, “and if 
you come through the semi- 
finals 3-0 it means you're 
mentally strong." 

The world number one was 
understandably pleased with 
a performance which brought 
him his seventh World Open 
final in the last eight years. 

“Today. I’m happy. "I was 
playing a good length, near 
the wall, I was picking balls 
up and I was pleased with my 
fitness." And he had no pre- 
ference over whether he met 
Marshall or Nicol on Sunday: 
“They're all the same to me," 
he declared. 

Eyles had no complaints 
about his defeat. 

“It’s disappointing," 
admitted the Australian. 
“But he is the number one in 
the world. I just wanted to go 
on and give it 100 per cent, 
which I did. 

“He was too good on the 
day.” 

Marshal’s win owed some- 
thing to -the tiredness which 
set into Nicol’s game towards 
the end, although he worked 
the Scot around the court 
well with a mixture of the . 
long and the short game. 

Marshall has never beaten 


Will hold courses in Spanish Language 
for all levels: 

A) Beginners' level includes intensive 
course and a three-month course. 

B) Medium level course of three months 

C) Advanced level (three months) 

D) High level (three months). 

And a special course in conversation and writing 
The courses start on 26.9.94 to 3.10.94 
Registration for these courses takes' place in 
the periods between 19.9.94 until 3.10.94. 

For more information please call Tel. 610858., 
The Spanish Cultural Centre, Jabal Amman, 
3rd Circle, from 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
land 4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. during all days of 
Ithe week e xcept Fridays. 






American 
baseball teams 
start laying 
off staff 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
implosion of Major League 
Baseball has began, with 
some teams firing and laying ' 
off a large percentage of their 
business staff. 

The San Diego Padres 
fired half their administrative 
staff Friday, getting rid of 25 
employees. 

Padres President Dick 
Freeman said that the team 
could no longer afford the 
staff because of the strike. 

“Because of the strike, it’s 
tough to justify,” Freeman 
said. “There’s not as much 
activity as there normally is. 
We felt these were moves we 
had to make, and there’s no 
revenue coming in either.'’ 

Freeman said the account- 
ing, public relations and com- 
munity relations departments 
were among those included in 
the cuts. He said about 40 per 
cent of the team’s administra- 
tive payroll was eliminated. 

* In Oakland, the Athletics 
laid off 17 of 71 front-office 
workers. Most of the layoffs 
are in marketing and ticket 
sales. 

“We held the line as long 
as we could, but with the 
season dearly over we have 
exhausted all our options,” 
Oakland General Manager 
Sandy jflderson said. 

In New York, union head 
Donald Fehrsaid he will go on 
a seven-city tour to update 
players on the foiled talks. 

Friday marked the start of 
the strike's sixth week. Two 
days after cancelling the sea- 


son, acting commission^. 
Bud SeEg didn’t know wd 
talks would resume. - 
“As soon as possible 
should be the goal,” he said 
from his office m Milwaukee 
Bargainers on both sides 
said they would take^th! 
weekend off. Talks aimed at 
starting the 1995 season on 
time aren’t likely until Octo- 
ber. 

Eugene Oiza, the union’s 
no. 2 offidal, said the post- 
season could be saved with an 
agreement by Sept 26. but 
Selig’s announcement 
appears to have ended almost 
all talk between the sides. • 
Fehr and management 
lawyer Huck O’Connor spent 
Frida/ in Washington at a 
meeting of the U.S. Confer- 
ence of Mayors. 

Mayors of Major Leagne 
cities said they are consider- 
ing filing a lawsuit to end the 
strike, which causes an aver- 
age economic loss of Si. 16 
million per city for each can- 
celled home game. 

Fehr said any lawsuit 
should focus on manage- 
ment, whom he says pro- 
voked the strike because of 
its threat to implement a sal- 
ary cap. 

“I think what they need m 
do is look at their lease provi- 
sions with the owners,” Fehr 
said. “We think the spike 
was something of the owners’ 
own making. That can’t be con- 
sistent with promises to oper- 
ate their businesses that they 
made in the leases." 


Jansner in a major tourna- 
ment, but the English num- 
ber one will take some confi- 
dence from a 3-0 drubbing he 
gave the Pakistan star in the 
European Club Cham- 
pionship in Paris the previous 
weekend. 

"These are the matches 
that are really important, 
these are the games I'm really 
in it for," said Marshall, who 
seem to relish the role of 
underdog. 

"I’ll be going in confi- 
dent,’’ he insisted. “Of 
course, he’s a brilliant player, 
the best for a long time. But 
the pressure’s on him — I'm 
just going to try and play my 
best squash." 

He had already been well- 
prepared for Saturday’s 90 
minutes of tense, gruelling 
squash with Nicol. 

"I knew it was going to be 
hard. Peter’s been playing 
well and he seems to be 
gening better every tourna- 
ment. But I was ready for it 
and I played my best squash 
of the tournament so far." 

Nicol, widely seen as the 
sport’s rising star having 
broken into the top 10 after 
only two years as a profes- 
sional, was pummelled into 
making mistakes. 

“I was quite tired when I 
went on and he worked me 
hard at the start," said the 
21-year-old Scot. 

because of the (previous^ 
games — I only came off 
court at 10 last night. He 
knew that so he made it very 
hard for me. And he did 
well.” 




Canada to host Special Olympics 

TORONTO (AP) — Toronto and Collingwood, Ontario 
were chosen Friday as the hosts of the 1997 Special 
Olympics World Winter Games. The eight-day competi- 
tion, featuring more than 2,500 athletes from some 80 
countries, is scheduled to take place from Feb. 1-8, 1997. 
“Toronto bas become one of the premier sports cities in die 
world,” said Sargent Shriver, chairman and chief executive 
officer of 'Special Olympics International.' Plans call ifcr 
Toronto to host the floor hockey, figure skating and speed 
skating, events. Nearby Collingwood will stage Alpine arid 
Nordic skiing. Founded in 1968 by Eunice Kennedy 
Shriver, Special Olympics offers training and competition 
in 23 sports, both summer and winter. Almost 1 milli on 
athletes from more than 130 countries take part in Special 
Olympics programmes. 

Maradona becomes Boca Juniors assistant coach 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) — Soccer star Diego 
Maradona, his playing days behind him, said Friday be will 
begin a coaching career with his former Argentine Leagne 
team Boca Juniors. The 33-year-old midfielder* signed up as 
unpaid assistant to Boca coach Cesar Me noth beginning 
Saturday. “I want to learn the coach’s trade with someone 
like Menotti,” Maradona told reporters after a meeting 
with Menotti and Boca officials. Menotti coached Argenti- 
na to its first World Cup in 1978 and to the quarterfinals in 
1982. Maradona bas played in four World Cups, leading 
Argentina to the title m 1986 and the finals in 1990. In this 
year’s World Cup he tested positive for the use of the 
banned stimulant ephedrine. FIFA world soccer's gov- 
erning body, lacked him out of the tournament after the 
second match and later suspended him for 15 months. 
Maradona said two weeks ago that he was “almost 
certainly” retiring from professional play. 

Klemtsen captures IBC title 

AALBORG, Denmark (AP) — Ole Kkmtsen of Norway 
stopped Rick “Rocky” Gannon in the second round Friday 
to capture the International Boxing Council’s (IBC) vacant 
light heavyweight world title. Kiemtsen constantly pum- 
meled Gannon, who seemed slow and offered little 
resistance. The referee, seeing the American in difficulty, 
decided to stop the bout. “Tonight I feel I can beat anyone I 
in the world," said Klemsten, who now holds a record of 13 1 
victories in 14 bouts, of which 10 were knockouts. His 
opponent has won 21 out of 24 fights with 16 knockouts. In 
a World Boxing Council’s (WBC) international super 
middleweight title, Jaffar Ballogou of Togo beat Jerry Lee i 
Williams of die United States. In the fifth round, Bafiogqu 
pushed Williams into the ropes and landed a powerful 
uppercut before the referee stopped the men. Ballogou has 
26 wins, 23 of them knockouts, in 28 bouts. Williams has 
fought 14 times and lost twice. In another bout, Gert,Bo 
Jacobsen of Denmark knocked American George Samms 
down four times in the first two minutes of the first round 
of their light welterweight bout. The referee gave Jacobsen 
foe win. 

Wenger fired as Monaco coach 

MONACO (AP) — Arsene Wenger, who guided 
Monaco to the semifinals of the European Championships 
Cup last season, was fired Friday after coaching the French 
League dub since 1987. The dub was reeling in 17tb pladce 
in the 20- team league after losing five of its firs- eight 
matches this season. The dub president, Jean-Louis 
Campora, announced the widely expected dismissal in a 


Wenger’s replacement. Under Wenger, a 45-year-old from 
France's Alsace-Lorraine region, Monaco won French 
League title in 1988 and the French Cup in 1991. It wai the 
losing finalist in the 1992 Cup Winners Cup , and marched 
to the semifinals in the 1994 Champions Cup after replacing 
scandal-plagued Olympique Marseille as the French repre- 
sentative. Bayern Munich of the German Leagne has 
expressed interest in hiring Wenger, who speaks German- 

McRae leads Kankunnen in Australian raliy 

PERTH, Australia — Scotland's Colin McRae forged 8 
ib-second lead over world champion Juha Kankunnen- by 
me end of the second day of the Australian Rally Saturday. 
In a thru ling final stage of the day, McRae, in a Subaru 
impreza, edged out his Finnish rival’s Toyota Cetica by jus* 
one second in a head-to-head battle for a total time of on* 
hour 42 minutes 39 seconds with 13 of the 30 stages 
completed. • - 
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Bremen strengthen 
lead in Bundesliga 


Two-goal blast gives United 2-0 victory over Liverpool 


BONN (R) — Werder Bre- 
men increased their German 
first division lead Saturday 
with a somewhat fortunate 
1-0 win over Borussia Moen- 
chengladbach. 

A dose-range shot by Bre- 
men striker Bemd Hobsch 
and a clumsy attempted save 
by Moenchengladbach goal- 
keeper Uwe Kamps in the 
27th minute sealed victory for 
the home team and took 
them two points dear at the 
top of the Bundesliga. 

But Moenchengladbach, 
inspired by some brilliant 
play by Stefan Effenberg, 
were unlucky not to equalise 
in the 72nd minute when 
Bremen goalkeeper Oliver 
Reck pulled off a magnificent 
save from midfielder Peter 
Wynhoff. 


Bayern Munich, one of 
four teams on seven points, 
two behind the leaders, were 
held to a 1-1 draw by Ham- 
burg despite the visitors hav- 
ing goalkeeper UK Stein sent 
■off for deliberate hand hall 
outside the area 15 minutes 
into the scond half. 

Hamburg took the lead in 
the 16th minute through new- 
comer Andre Breitenreiter 
and Bayern were saved from 
defeat only by an 84th minute 
penalty converted by To rhar 
Mattfaaeus. 

Bayern, shaky since the 
start of the season under new 
Italian trainer Giovanni Tra- 
pattoni, were clearly missing 
midfielder Mehmet Scholl 
and French striker Jean- 
Pierre Papin, both injured. 


LONDON (R) — Two goals 
in as many minutes from 
Andrei Kanchelskis and 
Brian McClair gave cham- 
pions Manchester United a 
2-0 win over Liverpool in a 
Premier League match Satur- 
day that ended the 
Merseysidere* unbeaten start 
to the season. 

The victory moved. LTnited 
into third place behind lead- 
ers Newcastle, who face 
Arsenal Sunday, and Not- 
tingham Forest, who drew 
1-1 at Southampton. 

Leeds, who also had a 
chance of moving up among 
the leaders, slipped back af- 
ter losing 2-1 at Coventry, 
picking up a win bonus for 
the first time this season. 

There was no change at 
the bottom of the table with 
Everton remaining in last 
place despite avoiding defeat 


for the first time in four 
matches. 

They drew 2-2 at home 
with Queen’s Park Rangers 
but stay bottom with two 
points from six matches as 
Leicester beat Tottenham 3-1 
to move on to four points 
after winning their first game. 
The only bright point for 
Spurs was Jurgen Klins- 
mann’s seventh goal of the 
season, which makes him the 
top scorer in the Premier 
League. 

In other action. West Ham 
beat Aston Villa 1-0 with an 
87th minute goal from Tony 
Cottee, Crystal Palace drew 
0-0 with Wimbledon and 
Sheffield Wednesday drew 1- 
1 with Manchester City. 

After an evenly- fought first 
half at Old Trafford, Liver- 
pool carried the game to the 


champions and put them 
under relentless pressure for 
almost 20 minutes. 

But United weathered the 
storm, gradually re-asserted 
themselves and took the lead 
in the 71st miunute when 
defender John Scales, Liver- 
pool’s recent three million 
pounds sterling ($4.70 mil- 
lion) signing from Wimble- 
don made a mistake in back- 
heading the ball in the direc- 
tion of goalkeeper David 
James. 

He failed to notice the 
lurking Kancheslkis who 
pounced to score. A minute 
later McClair, who had come 
on for injured Mark Hughes 
15 minutes earlier put the 
finishing touch to a superb 
exchange of passes involving 
Kanchelskis and Eric Canto- 
na to make it 2-0 and effec- 
tively end the contest. 


Liverpool, who had only 
won 11 times in 61 previous 
visits to Old Trafford, were 
lucky not to lose by a bigger 
score as Ryan Giggs went 
close to adding a third in the 
closing minutes. 

Liverpool’s arch-rivals 
Everton avoided defeat but 
continued their worst start to 
the season for 36 years, 
staying bottom after being 
held to a 2-2 draw at Goodi- 
son Park by QPR. 

England striker Les Ferdi- 
nand gave the visitors the 
lead after four minutes, but 
six minutes later Nigerian 
World Cup striker Daniel 
Amokachi. their £3.0 million 
($4.70 million) capture from 
Anderlecht, marked his 
home debut with the equalis- 
ing goal. 

Paul Rideout, who would 
almost certainly have lost his 


place if Muller of Brazil had 
not pulled out of joining 
Everton on Friday, then put 
his side 2-1 up, but Ferdi- 
nand's second goal after 48 
minutes ensured the points 
were shared. 

Newly promoted Notting- 
ham Forest would have gone 
top — at least until Newcastle 
played Sunday — it they had 
won at the Dell were they 
went ahead against South- 
ampton after 43 minutes 
when Stan Collymore crack- 
ed home his third goal of the 
season. 

But Southampton hit back 
with a Matthew le Tissier 
penalty, his second of the 
week, in the 55th minute 
after Forest’s Norwegian 
World Cup debutant Alf- 
Inge Haaiand pushed Iain- 
Dowie in the t»ox. 

Leicester, like Coventry 


and West Ham, chalked up 
their first win of the season 
with an excellent perform- 
ance against Spurs in a match 
which saw three goals in the 
last two minutes. 

After Julian Joachim put 
Licester.r ahead in the 45th 
aiintue there were no more 
goals until David Lowe 
scored in the 8Sth minute to 
make it 2-0. 

Klinsmann gave Spurs 
some brief hope in the 89th 
minute, before Joachim’s 
second in the final minute 
secured the points. 

And there was joy late in 
the game at Upton Park 
where Cottee, returning to 
West Ham after six years at 
Everton, scored the winner 
on his homecoming against 
Aston Villa. It was only West 
Ham’s second goal of the 
season. 


Another site switch 
for Atlanta Olympics 


ATLANTA (AP) ■ — Coastal 
Georgia’s Tybee Island was 
dropped Friday as the site for 
the 1996 Olympic beach vol- 
leyball competition, the latest 
of several Atlanta Games 
venues' to be switched — at 
times under a cloud of con- 
troversy. 

With Tybee Island officials 
charging that backroom poli- 
tics took precedence over 
suitability, Olympic officials 
announced they were moving 
beach volleyball to Clayton 
County’s Atlanta Beach, a 
private recreation facility ab- 
out 15 miles (24 kilometres) 
-south of Atlanta. 

The Atlanta Committee 
for the Olmpic Games 
(ACOG) made the switch af- 
ter Ruben Acosta, executive 
director of the International 
Volleyball Federation, ob- 
jected to the Tybee site. 

While Acosta ha’d en- 
dorsed the island near Sa- 
vannah a year ago, “more 
thorough study of the venue 
by his technical staff’ led him 
to conclude otherwise, said 
ACOG sports director Dave 
Maggard. 

Among other things, Acos- 
ta had said the site was ac- 
cessible only by a two-lane 
causeway. Acosta acknow- 
ledged that he , also wanted . 
tobe closer to Atlanta, in pan 
to attract greater media 
attention to the sport, which 
has only exhibition status at 
the ‘96 games. 

The Tybee site, about 230 
miles (370 kilometres) from 
Atlanta, was part of the prop- 
osal four years ago that won 


Atlanta designation as host 
for the 1996 Sommer Games. 
Friday’s decision leaves the 
Savannah area with only one 
Olympic event — yachting. 

The site switch follows 
others in the planning of the 
‘96 games. 

Two months ago, ACOG 
decided to move the indoor 
volleyball preliminaries to 
Athens from Cobb County 
after nearly a year of protests 
over that country's anti-gay 
resolution. 

Late last year, rowing was 
moved from a lake m Rock- 
dale County to Lake Lanier 
near Gainesville after the 
rowing federation urged the 
switch. 

ACOG also dropped golf 
from the 1996 schedule after 
the proposed site, the Augus- 
ta National Golf Club, drew 
protests over its predomi- 
nantly white male mem- 
bership. The International 
Olympic Committee had also 
resisted adding a new sport to 
the programme. 

And ACOG came dose to 
scrapping plans for its 80,000- 
seat centerpiece stadium af- 
ter neighbourhood residents 
and Fulton County commis- 
sioners opposed the plans. 

Changes also have been 
made in. the sites for badmin- 
ton, equestrian events, gym- 
nastics, shooting, Tennis and 
weightlifing. 

Organising officials and 
veterans of past games say 
venue changes are an inevit- 
able part of staging some- 
thing as large as the Olympic 
Games. 
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WITH OMAR SHARIF 
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GETTING THERE’S THE PROBLEM 


* 10 9 8 7 3 
WEST EAST 

»QS2 * J 9 8 7 3 

7 10 9 6 2 7 K Q 8 
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• A 10 6 4 
A J 

0 10 9 4 3 
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The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Two of 7 
How does the expert mind work? 
Let's follow declarers 


gawd a heart contract. How would 
you go about making it? 


mood finesse wins, you have 
tricks in that suit, two spades and a 


likely from the lead, or that the si 


When East produces the queen of 
beans, do you hold up the ace? No, 
because that will not block the suit if 
East sorted with K Q bare. 

After winning the ace of hearts, 
what is your plan for setting up the 
dubs? If you play ace, king ana an- 
other dub. you will establish the 
suit, but you will come to only eight 
tricks— you have stranded yourself 


frrng of spades and return jc^hand 

long as dobs ore 3-2, you can cash 
the ace of spades and romp home 

nesse. Very pretty. 


SHARBAIN’S BOOKSHOP 

We are proud to announce the renovation of our 
premises on Rainbow St. (First Circle). You will- 
find a wide selection of classics, novels, chil- 
dren's books, bestsellers, books on the Middle 
East, biographies & travel, art & design etc... 
We also have a limited selection of 19th Century 
original DAVID ROBERTS engravings, old 
maps, and some unique views of the Holy 
Land, Jerusalem, Syria, Turkey and Lebanon. 
Sharbain’s Bookshop 
First Circle 

Rainbow St. - Tel. 638709 


Sanchez Vicario, Olazabal and 
Indurain help sports reign in Spain 


MADRID, Spain (AP) — 
Angel Gomez is a Madrid 
accountant who’s never been 
a. big flag-wave r — but a 
remarkable string of Spanish 
sporting triumphs is making 
him strut like a bullfighter. 

“I feel much prouder to be 
a Spaniard now that we are 
winning in all of these sports 
— before we were always 
finishing near the end." 
Gomez said. 

“I don’t care that much for 
(Aranxta) Sanchez Vicario. 
but you have to give her due 
for winning again." 

Sanchez Vicario’s victory 
at the U.S. Open last 
weekend was her second ma- 
jor title of the year, one of 
many achievements that 
prompted the daily El Pais 
this week to dub 1994 as 
Spain’s “golden year of 
sports." 

Put simply, sports are 
reigning in Spain. 

Spaniards are winning like 
never before in tennis, cycl- 
ing, athletics and golf. 

Sanchez Vicario’s victory 
at flushing meadows gave 
Spain its fourth Grand Slam 
title this year. Sergi Brug- 
guera and Sanchez Vicario 
swept the singles titles at the 
French Open, and Conchita 
Martinez won Wimbledon. 

Miguel Indurain captured 
his fourth-straight Tour de 


France in July, and earlier 
this month set the world one- 
hour record. This year’s U.S. 
Masters Golf title went to 
Jose Maria Olazabal. 

There’s more. The Spanish 
national team reached the i 
World Cup quarterfinals in 
July, losing to eyentuai 
runner-up Italy despite out- 
playing the highly touted 
Azzurri. Never regarded as a 
distance-running power, 
Spain swept the middle- 
distances through the 
marathon at the European 
athletics championships in 
August and claims the Olym- 
pic 1,500-metre champion in 
Penning Cacho. 

In addition, Spain's profes- 
sional soccer and basketball 
leagues are arguably 
Europe’s best. Ten of the top 
30 scorers from the World 
Cup play in Spain — and the 
European Cup basketball 
champion is Spanish club 
Badalona. 

It’s a remarkable change in 
a country' prone to biting 
self-criticism — equally with 
a cigarette in one hand and a 
drink in the other. 

“These victories have 
helped to reduce the sense of 
inferiority we have felt rela- 
tive to other Europeans.” 
said Gomez, a 26-year-old 
accountant. “We see now 
we’re as good as anybody else 


better than many, which is 
how it always should have 
been." 

The watershed was the re- 
cord 22 medals, including 13 
gold, Spain won at the 1992 
Barcelona Olympics. Spanish 
officials are now in a quan- 
dary as the 1996 Olympics in 
Atlanta approach. 

"It’s satisfying we’re win- 
ning and Spanish sport is 
gening all this attention and 
respect, but it increases ex- 
pectations all around, includ- 
ing what we’ll do in Atlanta," 
said Rafael Cortes Elvira, the 
government’s highest- 
ranking sports official. 

No country after holding 
the games has matched its 
medal total four years later, 
attributable to the “home 
field" advantage which spurs 
athletes on and increases the 
money raised to support 
them. 

"I think it’s almost im- 
possible that Spain will win 
more,” said Cortes Elvira, 
president of the Consejo Su- 
perior de Deportes. “What 
we don't want to happen is to 
slip back to only the four we 
won in. Seoul.” 

That’s unlikely. In 1990, 
two years prior to Barcelona, 
Spanish athletes won 224 
medals in world-level com- 
petitions in Olympic sports. 
They’ve already won 257 this 


year and seem sure to pass 
300. 

“We were at a very low 
point eight years ago," 
Cortes Elvira added. “We 
knew whether we were and 
we knew we had to do some- 
thing for ’92." 

Spain had been an embar- 
rassing sporting lightweight 
alongside countries its size. 
During the 36-year Franco 
dictatorship — which ended 
with his death in 1975 — 
about the only bragging point 
was the Real Madrid soccer 
club, which Franco used for 
propaganda purposes to sup- 
port his rule. 

“What this new sports 
power reflects in Spain is a 
transformation of the socie- 
ty,” said Cortes Elvira, who 
holds a doctorate in chemis- 
try. “Sports is not isolated 
from society. The richest 
countries, the ones who are 
most socially developed, are 
the countries that show the 
best results in sports. Spain 
has simply moved up. Not 
many years ago we hardly 
had telephones, highways." 

Young Spaniards are now 
noticeably taller, attributed 
to an improved diet over the 
last two decades. Several 
years ago standard bed 
lenghts were increased about 
10 centimetres (4 inches) to 
accommodate the growing 



Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
populous.' 

In the years leading up to 
the Barcelona Games, 20 
businesses contributed S15 
million annually to subsidise 
top-flight Spanish athletes. 
The figure this year is down 
to Sll million from IS 
businesses — a shortfall 
that’s being made up by the 
government. 

The government has also 
spent heavily on several new 
high-tech training centres and 
has brought in foreign 
coaches in many sports. 

And after the Olympics, 
Spain has continued to invite 
the world to its doorstep. 

Early next year, Barcelona 
will host the World Indoor 
Ahlletics Championships, 
and Sierra Nevada the World 
Alpine Ski Championships. 


The resort of Jaca has the 
next Winter University 
Games and is a candidate for 
the 2002 Winter Olympics. 

At the non-elite end, a 
decade ago there were four 
private sports facilities to ev- 
ery public one. Cortes Elvira 
said that figure has been re- 
versed, with junior program- 
mes thriving in many sports. 

For instance, tbe French 
Open junior title went this 
year to Roberto Carretero, 
who trains with dozens of 
other promising young Span- 
ish players at the Sant Cugat 
centre in Barcelona. 

“A Bruguera, an Indurain 
doesn’t come along often, but 
we have quality behind them. 
It's no vacuum," Cortes 
Elvira said. 


Vintage victory at Irish St Leger 


DUBLIN (AFP) — Vintage 
Crop turned in a superb dis- 
play to win the Irish St. Leger 
at the Curragh Saturday — 
and booked a return trip to 
Australia to defend the Mel- 
bourne Cup. 

Running third behind 
pacemaking stable compan- 
ion Giveden Gail and Bob’s 
Return to the straight, the 
favourite and 1993 winner, 
picked up immediately for 
Michael Kir.ane to cruise past 
Bob’s Return two furlongs 
out. 

He maintained a relentless 
gallop to the line to become 
the first horse to complete 
the Irish St. Leger double. 

"We will give them some 
run for it in Melbourne 
again," enthused owner and 
race sponsor Michael Smurfit 
as he led in the gelding, who 
has now won 11 flat races and 
more than £800,000 in prize 
money. 

Vintage Crop, a heavily- 
backed 7-4 favourite, and the 
eventual fifth, Cliveden Gail, 


bo± go into quarantine Sun- 
day, according to trainer 
Dermot Weld, who could 
scarcely conceal his delight. 

“Vintage Crop really pick- 
ed up for Michael when the 
race began in earnest. I 
wanted to ensure an end-to- 
end gallop and to find out 
whether Cliveden Gai! was 
worth perserving with for 
Melbourne, that's why she 
went to the front from the 
stan," added Weld. 

Philip Robinson seemed to 


be going the better on Bob’s 
Return turning for home, 
easing past the pacemaker 
and striking the front 
approaching the two-furlong 
pole before being totally out- 
paced. 

“I was very' happy coming 
off the last bend, only he 
could not quicken. He just 
plugged on in that sticky 
ground and might not have 
been at home on it," said 
Robinson. 


FOR RENT 
Monthly or Annually 

Well-furnished floor from a villa - 225m 2 . 
West Amman, Al Jubaihah - opposite to the 
Higher Education Ministry, quiet location, 
master B.R. + 2 B.R., reception, dining R. 
hall, fully equipped kitchen, balcony, pri- 
vate entrance, central heating, garden. 

Sf interested, please call tel. 694813 



FOR SALE 

1988 Volvo, 740 GL, fully equipped, 38, 000km only - 
duty unpaid, JD 10.000. 

1980 Renault, 30 TX V-G, fuel injection, fully equip- 
ped, 85,000km only - duty unpaid, JD 6,000. 

On view - Amman Marriott Hotel taxi stand. 


FURNISHED FLOOR FOR RENT 

Floor in.e villa, (area: 200 square metres), consisting 
of 2 bedrooms, spacious salon, living room, 2 
bathrooms, separate central heating, separate gar- 
age with an entrance. 

Call tel.: 816248 


IDEAL TWO-FLOOR VILLA 
FOR DIPLOMAT 

4 master bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, 3 salons, big sitting 
room, special floor for services, dining room, garden, 
garage, central healing, telephone. Location: Sweifieh. 

Call Tel: 865707 from 4-7 p.m. or call Irbid from 
9-12 a.m. 02-244222 


IDEAL WOW EMBASSY STAFF 
TWO SEME-VILLAS 

FOR RENT OR SALE 
NEAR U.S. EMBASSY - ABDGUN 

Over 600 square metres each — four master 
bedrooms-luxurious reception dining - spacious 
kitchen - family TV rooms - guard/driver/maids/ 
laundry/first class French plumbing. 

Details contact owner directly by Fax: 821711 
and Tel.: B16154 during working hours. 


NEW UNFURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, one living room, maid's 
room, spacious kitchen, 3 bathrooms. 2 verandas, 
garage, lift for the building, separate central heat- 
ing. Location: Gardens Street, entrance to Sarawat 
Restaurant. 

Call Tel. 689370/2/3/4 Mr. Rashid, from 10 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and from 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. 


wgeaa 

8A7 Investment Group 

BAT Investment Group is seeking to hire an Execu- 
tive Secretary with a minimum of 5 years experience, 
acquainted with using computers, and fluent in 
English. 

For more Information, please call at 862741/2 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 6P9238 

PLAZA 

CARUTO’S WAY 

Shows: 1130. 3:30. 6:15. SCO. 1(M5 

Thursday, Friday & Sunday fiw 

children 

The Care Bears 
at 11:00 a.m. 

tbe best of comedies: 

Strawberry Bar 

(Arabic) 

Starring: Yusra, Mahmoud 
Hamida and Sahar Rami 

Shows it 1230. 3 JO, 6:30. 8:30. 1030 


Tel.: 675571 

NabH Al Mashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

.Today & Everyday 
AbUjAwwad In social comedy 

. “PtmenHtED BAB 9 * 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

Al Salam Ya Salam 
Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday is the theatre's holiday 


T 
O 
D 
A ' 
Y 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

- CONCORD *V ' 

THE PELICAN BRIEF 


Bruce Willis — in 
Striking Distant 

Shows: 3:30, 5:30 

Prownto ate pt*y-- 

MA KUA AU5AHM YA ELEWA 
(H is the truth Elewa) 


Tel.: 61R274 - 618275 

AfiSMOUN _ 

"Cinema and Theatre 


Presents the political comedy: 

Legal Evening Entertainment 

Starring: Abeer Issa. Daoud Jalajel. 
Hassan Al Shaer and Mahmoud 
Abu Gharib. 

For reservation call tel.: 618274 - 618275 
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Crisis deepens as Rabat 
links gunmen to Algeria 

RABAT (Agencies) — A cri- ish tourists were shot dead on five gunmen arrested so fa 
iwriuxan Ana ia are of Aleerian or Momcra 


RABAT (Agencies) — A cri- 
sis between Maghreb neigh- 
bours Algeria and Morocco 
has deepen d after charges by 
the Rabat government that 
subversions bent on destabi- 
lising the kingdom were 
trained by Algerian security 
services. 

Diplomats said on Satur- 
day the risk of a break in 
relations had grown after 
Morocco demanded visas 
from visitors of Algerian 
nationality or origin and 
Algeria retaliated by dosing 
its 1 .200-kilometre land bor- 
der. 

. “Relations were broken off 
in 1976 for 13 years and it 
looks as though it could hap- 
pen again soon," one diplo- 
mat said. 

In a statement on Friday, 
the Interior Ministry named 
two wanted Moroccans with 
.Algerian passports it said had 
received weapons training 
from the Algerian military in 
the oasis town of Tindouf 
near the Moroccan border. 

It said Abdelilah Ziad, 36, 
and M'hamed Zineddine. 34, 
were behind five gunmen 
arrested in Morocco after a 
series of armed i jbberies and 
the discovery of a large cache 
of automatic weapons and 
ammunition in a mountain 
village. 

Parliamentary investiga- 
tions in Morocco and France 
had shown that the op ra- 
tions were "conceived and 
directed from abroad" by the 
men who "have always been 
manipulated by Algerian 
security services," the minis- 
try added. 

Members o ' the group 
being interrogated by an ex-* 
amining magistrate in the 
central city of Fez are sus- 
pected of attacking a luxury 
hotel in the southern city of 
Marrakesh where two Span- 


ish tourists were shot dead on 
Aug. 24. 

The two named Moroccans 
“underwent training on the 
use and manipulation of arms 
and explosives in southern 
Algeria, in Trndouf, along 
with elements of the Polisar- 
io," the ministry statement 
said. 

Polisario Front guerrillas in 
the Western Sahara, a 
phosphate-rich former Span- 
ish colony south of Morocco, 
began fighting for independ- 
ence from Morocco in 1975. 
In 1988 both sides agreed to 
U.N. -supervised elections 
that have yet to take place. 

After a hotel robbery in 
Marakkesh in August, 
Morocco began demanding 
visas from Algerians and be- 
gan searching for Algerian 
“terrorists” within its bor- 
ders. Algeria responded by 
closing its bordrs with Moroc- 
co. 

The long-hostile neigh- 
bours had mended fences in 
recent years, notably due to 
Algeria winding down sup- 
port for Polisario rebels. But 
Algerian President Liam in e 
ZerouaJ infuriated Moroc- 
cans recently when he refer- 
red to the territory as “occu- 
pied." 

The ministry added that 
Ziad and Eddine, convicted 
in absentia of gunrunning 
from Algeria in 1985, also 
received funds and "regular 
travel docments issued by 
Algerian authorities" to set 
up in France and other points 
in Europe. 

French authorities have 
rounded up North Africans 
believed linked to Algeria's 
fundamentalist militant 
movement aiming to topple 
the military-backed govern- 
ment hr Algiers. 

Described officially as 
"dangerous terrorists," the 


five gunmen arrested so far 
are of Algerian or Moroccan 
origin resident in France and 
international warrants have 
been issued for the arrest and 
extradition of others. 

It was not dear from the 
ministry’s statement whether 
the wanted men were still 
controlled by Algeria or only 
in the past. French investiga- 
tors have said the gunmen 
received weapon training at 
secret sites in France. 

Ziad and Eddine were 
sentenced to life imprison- 
ment in their absence in 
September 1985 by a court in 
Casablanca where 14 others 
were sentenced to death after 
smuggling arms and explo- 
sives into Morocco on motor- 
bike from Algeria. 

Those who appeared in 
court said they trained in the 
Tindouf area by Polisario 
guerrillas. 

They said they were mem- 
bers of the Islamic Youth 
Movement led by Abdul 
Karim Motii, a radical 
Moroccan Muslim fun- 
damentalist living in exile 
since 1970, and were intent 
on launching a “jihad” or 
holy war in Morocco. 

But the prosecution said 
they were planning an ex- 
tremist campaign on behalf of 
the Polisario with the help of 
Algerian military security 
during a previous period of 
tension when Rabat broke -ff 
relations and Algeria closed 
the border for 13 years. 

Algeria has not reacted so 
far to the latest Moroccan 
allegations and the official 
media did not report the In- 
terior Ministry statement 
which was splashed across the 
front page of the official 
Moroccan daily Le Matin on 
Saturday under the headline 
"Implications of Algerian 
Security Services." 
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PREPARED TO FIGHT: Hi 
invasion continued (see pag 

Khasbulatov 
stronghold 
under attack 

TOLSTOY- YURT, Russia 
(AFP) — Some 500 troops 
loyal to the breakaway 
Chechnya republic’s presi- 
dent attacked the stronghold 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘Iraqi authorities cut off ears of deserters’ 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The Iraqi authorities have punished 
780 army deserters by cutting their ears off. a Tehran-based 
Iraqi opposition group claimed Saturday. The Supreme 
Council of the Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI) said the 
ears of 300 people in Basra. 250 in Nasiriyah and 230 in A1 
Amarah — all provinces in southeastern Iraq — had been 
cut off. Several of the prisoners had died from massive 
bleeding, it said in a statement. The measure had met with 
considerable resistance in several Iraqi cities, SCIRI said. 
Four doctors were arrested in Nasiriyah for refusing to 
inflict the punishment. Three of them were named as "Dr. 
Rabih Abdul Hadi, Dr. Yahya Rajab Khafaji and Dr. 
Esam.” The fourth was described only as the bead of Sogh 
A1 Shiukh Hospital in Nasiriyah. SCIRI said the order was 
issued on Ang. 27 and published in Iraqi newspapers. 


murder trial. "There has been no final derision made," 
Johnnie Cochran told the Associated Press. Mr. Cochran 
denied telling the Washington Post that Simpson would 
take the stand. "He is going to testify,” Mr. Cochran was 
quoted as saying in Saturday’s Post. "He has absolutely 
nothing to hide. He wants to testify. He wants to keep the 
record straight.” Mr. Simpson has pleaded innocent in the 
June 12 slaying of his ex-wife, Nicole Brown Simpson, and 
her friend Ronald Goldman. Jury selection is scheduled to 
begin Sept. 26. By taking the stand, Mr. Simpson could 
allow prosecutors to question him about beatings that 
his ex-wife reported to police and statements Mr. Simpson 
made to investigators concerning his whereabouts on the 
night of the mil'-. "His testimony is now the main 
event,” said trial • v er Paul Hoefinan. "If he didn't 
testify, the essential event was going to be the forensic 
evidence." 


‘Anti-semitie crimes soar in Germany 9 ’Dane’s murder not linked to Cypriot case’ 


BONN (R) — A German news magazine said on Saturday 
that official figures showed anti-Semitic attacks had risen 
more than 100 per cent in Germany in the first six months 
of 1994 compared with the year before. Citing a report by 
the federal police agency BKA, Focus magazine said in 
excerpts of an article to be pulished on Monday that there 
had been 701 such attacks compared with 343 in the same 
period of 1993. Officials at the agency were not available 
for comment. Focus said Bavaria saw more anti-Semitic 
incidents than any other state. It added that 121 crimes 
aimed at Jews or Jewish targets were solved by investiga- 
tors. Germany has seen a surge in neo-Nazi violence since 
unification in 1990, with rightists attacking foreigners, Jews 
and other targets of Nazi ideology such as the handicapped. 
Jewish cemeteries have been desecrated and a synagogue 
on the northern city of Luebeck fire-bombed. A pack of 
neo-Nazi skinheads rampaged through the Bucbenwald. 
camp memorial in July, snouting "sieg heil” and threaten- 
ing to bum a supervisor to death. 

Mine kills 9 on bus in Turkey 

DIYARBAKIR, Turkey (R) — Nine Turks were killed on 
Saturday when a passenger minibus hit a land mine in 
southeast Turkey where Kurdish rebels are fighting for a 
separate state, officials said. The minibus was on a journey 
to a nearby province from the southeastern town of Siirt 
when the mine exploded near the town, officials at the 
municipality of Diyarbakir said. Seven people were wound- 
ed in the incident. The Anatolian news agency, quoting the 
emergency governor’s office in Diyarbakir, said 16 guerillas 
of the Kurdistan Labour Party (PKK) and one village guard 
were killed in clashes in the rural areas of Hakkari, 
Diyarbakir, Bingol and Bitlis towns on Saturday. Two PKK 
rebels were killed near Kars town on Friday. The PKK’s 
■10-year-old fight for a separate state in Turkey's southeast 
has claimed more than 12,800 lives. 

Lebanese detainees questioned in Argentina 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) — A federal judge 
investigating the bombing of a Jewish community centre 
that killed 95 people said Friday he would continue 
questioning two Lebanese detainees. Judge Juan Jose 
Galeano questioned detainee Jassam Dyoyb on Friday and 
said he was to interrogate Ali Haudi Hussein on Saturday. 
Hussein's name is the same as an alias used by a Lebanese 
wanted by the international police agency Interpol, Mr. 
Galeano told reporters. Hussein, Dyoub and three other 
Lebanese, including a 16-year-old boy, were detained Sept. 
10 in Misiones province near Argentina's northern border 
with Brazil. The other three were released Wednesday due 
.to a lack of evidence linking them to the July 18 bombing, 
which also injured more than 200. Mr. Galeano last month 
ordered the capture of four current and former Iranian 
officials for questioning in connection with the bombing. 
He also said three current employees of the Iranian 
embassy in Buenos Aires should be questioned. However, 
the supreme court, which handles all cases involving 
foreign diplomats, ruled there was not enough proof to 
force the Iranians to submit to interrogation. 

Simpson may not testify at trial 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — One of former football star O J. 
Simpson’s lawyers said Friday it was too early to decide 
whether Mr. Simpson will testify in his own defense at his 


NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus police questioning three British 
soldiers denied press reports on Saturday finking the 
macabre murder of a Danish blonde to that of a local girl. 
The decomposed, battered and naked body of 23-year-old 
Louise Jensen from Hirtshals, Denmark, was found in a 
shallow grave in the coastal town of Parliament on 
Thursday. The tour Guide had been missing since Tuesday. 
Salesgirl Chiystalla Ioannou, 18, from the port town of 
Limassol, was kidnapped, sexually assaulted and strangled 
with her own belt Her body was found in a remote region 
in Limassol on Feb. 13 after she went missing for a couple 
of days. ’'There is absolutely no_ connection. , police said 

Schoolboy wounded in Tehran blast 

NICOSIA (AP) — A bomb concealed under a parked car 
exploded early Saturday in downtown Tehran, lightly 
wounding a schoolboy, the official Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) said. IRNA said the boy was walking to 
school at 7:40 a.m. (0310 GMT) when the blast occurred in 
Kush street, near Ferdowsi Square. It did not give the. 
name or age of the victim, but said his injuries were not 
serious. The car, parked in front of a three-storey house, 
was destroyed and windows of nearby buildings were 
shattered, said IRNA, monitored in Cyprus. It said an 
investigation was under way to uncover the culprits and 
their motives. Violence has intermittently rocked Iran in 
recent months amid the nation's increasing economic and 
social hardships. The most serious attack mis year was an 
explosion Jane 20 at a mausoleum in Mashhad, in northeast 
Iran, which killed 26 people. Iran has accused the 
Iraq-based opposition group Mujahedeen-e-Khalq of 
trying to destabilise the country. It claims Iranian security 
forces have arrested several Mujahedeen operatives who 
confessed that they had been sent from Iraq to cany ont 
sabotage attacks across the country. Mujahedeen Khaiq 
has rejected the accusations, claiming growing public 
discontent triggered by economic problems and the oppres- 


’Open society.’ advocate Popper dead at 92 

LONDON (AFP) — Karl Popper, one of the century’s 
leading philosophers, died Saturday aged 92 at Croydon, 
south of London, after a long illness, members of his 
entourage said. Popper’s best-known book. "The Open 
Society and Its Enemies," published just after World War 
II, became widely influential with its critique of totalitarian 
societies and defence of the free market as an instrument 
for democracy. His writings on epistemology, the study of 
the limits of human knowledge, strongly influenced mon- 
dem conservative thinking and attracted the admiration of 
former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. Viewed 
as a reactionary during the free-wheeling 1960s, Popper 
returned to intellectual favour in the wbeeler-deaUng 
1980s. In an early reaction from his native Vienna, 
Austrian Chancellor Franz Vranitzky hailed Popper as 
"one of the largest philosophers and thinkers of our time." 
Resident in Britain since 1945, Popper became associated 
with anti-Marxist philosophical positions, rejecting the 
notion that the future is predetermined by history, assert- 
ing rather that it is subject to innumerable possibilities. 
Other influential works in which he developed his views 
were “The Poverty of Historidsm" and “The Logic of 
Scientific Discovery.” 


Gunmen attack UNICEF 
convoy in Egypt; 5 killed 


an Khasbulatov Saturday, 
before withdrawing after a six 
hour battle, opposition 
groups said. 

The offensive, the biggest 
to date by the forces of Presi- 
dent Dzhokar Dudayev, left 
an undetermined number of 
dead and wounded, said Bes- 
lan Gantemirov, 
commander-in-chief of the 
rebel pro-Khasbulatov 
forces. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Sus- 
pected Islamic militants 
ambushed a police car escort- 
ing a U.N. station wagon on a 
southern Egypt highway 
Saturday and killed four 
police and a U.N. employee 
in a hail of bullets. 

The Interior Ministry said 
a woman United Nations 
Childrens' Fund (UNICEF) 
employee and a photo- 
grapher in the car were 
gravely wounded in the 
attack as the two-vehicle con- 
voy drove south from Qus to 
Luxor, 560 kilometres south 
of Cairo. 

Qena province security 
officials launched a search for 
the fleeing attackers, who 
were believed hiding in cane 
fields. Officials in Lnxor, a 
major tourist destination that 
was a capital of ancient 
Egypt, said first reports indi- 
cated that three gunmen were 
involved and had gone into 
hiding in nearby sugar cane 
fields. 

Captain Hesham Safay of 
the Interior Ministry said de- 
tails were sketchy. “This is all 
we know about the attack 
until now, because all of 
those in the police car were 
killed,” he told the Associ- 
ated Press. 

The UNICEF representa- 
tive in Egypt, American Ba- 


Vanessa Tobin of Britain, 
were unhurt. 

The dead were an Egyptian 
UNICEF worker travelling 
with them and four police 
escorts in the car in front. 

The party was driving 
north from Luxor to open a 
clinic near Qena when gun- 
men opened fire at 8 a.m. 
near the village of Khuzam. 

The police car was rid dled 
with bullets and the UNICEF 
car was also hit. 

Assistant project officer 
Hana Singer, an Egyptian 
woma n, was injured, UN- 
ICEF spokeswoman Nagwa 
Faxag said. 

The dead police were Cap- 
tain Khaled Mohammad A] 
Toukhi, his driver and two 
conscripts. The gunmen stole 
their weapons as they fled, 
security sources said. 

Police said they suspected 
the militant A1 Gama’a AJ 
Islamiyab (Islamic Group), 
which has been attacking 
police in southern Egypt for 
more than two years as part 
of a campaign to overthrow 
the government and set up a 
strict Islamic state. 

Ms. Farag said police pro- 
vided an escort because the 
UNICEF team had also plan- 
ned to visit the governor of 
Qena. 


Shiite foes battle in Kabul 


KABUL (R) — Heavy fight- 
ing and air strikes rocked 
southwest Kabul on Saturday 
as two Shiite Muslim factions 
battled in what had been a 
relatively peaceful sector of 
the shattered Afghan capital, 
witnesses said. 

Hospital sources said at 
least 78 people had been kil- 
led and more than 500 
wounded since clashes be- 
tween the Harakat-e-Islami 
and Hezb-e- Wahdat groups 
flared on Wednesday. 

Witnesses said bodies were 
lying in the streets and the 
local Karte Sell hospital was 
overflowing with casualties. 

Medical workers said they 
had been unable to reach the 
worst-hit ares and feared the 
casualty toll could rise. 

The fighting, the heaviest 
in the mainly Shiite quarter 
since May 1993, has drawn in 
the allies of the two factions, 
with the forces of President 
Bnrhanuddin Rabbani on the 
side of Harakat-e-Islami and 
those of Prime Minister Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar and 
General Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum backing Hezb-e- Wahdat. 

Six people were killed and 
96 wounded on Saturday as 
opposition forces bombarded 
Rabbani-held parts of Kabul. 


Two presidential planes 
dropped fragmentation 
bombs and a duster bomb on 
southwest Kabul, apparently 
aiming at the headquarters of 
Hezb-e-Wabdat leader 
Abdul Ali Mazari. 

Witnesses said the bombs 
missed the headquarters, but 
bit streets and houses nearby, 
causing casualties. 

Further raids by Soviet- 
built Sukhoi jets were met by 
bursts of anti-aircraft fire. Civi- 
lians fled westwards from the 
area of Mr. Mazari’s head- 
quarters to an adjacent dis- 
trict as heavy exchanges of 
artillery and mortar fire con- 
tinued during the day. 

Eight people were killed by 
one bomb which pulverished 
their house on Friday night. 
Four more were killed when 
a bomb bit a building near 
the former Soviet embassy. 
Overnight fighting raged 
around the former royal 
Darulaman Palace. 

South Kabul is now cut off 
from the city centre due to 
the exchange of intense artil- 
lery fire, although hapless 
civilians behind Dehmazang 
Square were seen drawing 
water from communal wells 
even as machine-gun fire 
raked the surrounding 


houses. 

A Harakat official in Kabul 
denied claims tht Darulaman 
Palace bad been captured by 
Wahdat, while the Defence 
Ministry admitted the palace 
had fallen but claimed it was 
later retaken by Harakat. 

To the west of Kabul there 
was heavy shelling of the 
Wahdat- controlled strategic 
crossroads at Kote Sangj, 
which was seen under con- 
tinuous artillery and rocket 
fire. 

As yet there is no official 
confirmation that Mr. Rab- 
bani ’s ally, Ittihad-e-Islami 
faction leader Rasul Sayyaf, 
has ordered his fighters into 
battle against their traditional 
enemies Wahdat. 

The two Shiite factions had 
skirmished before, but until 
this week they had avoided 
open warfare, keeping the 
southwest relatively un- 
scathed by the fighi'ng be- 
tween Mr. Rabbani -jid his 
_ foes which has engulfed much 
'of the rest of Kabu since 
January. 

More than 11.500 people 
have been killed in factional 
strife since Mujahedeen guer- 
rillas moved into Kabul after 
the collapse of a communist 
government in April 1992. 


Hazardous waste found in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Dozens 
of barrels of hazardous in- 
dustrial waste have been 
found in mountains northeast 
of Beirut in the past month, 
newspapers reported here 
Saturday. 

Cesar Nasr, an advisor at 
the environment ministry, 
told AFP about 30 barrels 
were found Friday in Ouyoun' 
A1 Siman, containing be- 
tween five and 35 liters of 
"powder and other materials 
used in the manufacture of 
shampoo^’ 

“I believe this waste was 
collected from a number of 
factories and stored there. 
There was also on an attempt 
by whoever placed it there to 
bum it,” he said. 

The environment ministry 


said Thursday that 25 other 
suspect barrels had been 
found in the same region and 
a month ago 19 barrels con- 
taining ethyl acrilate were 
discovered. 

Environment Minister 
Samir Mokbel said the ethyl 
acrilate was in an advanced 
state of decomposition and 
could pose a threat, but he 
stressed it was not toxic. 

Experts said the ban-els 
found Thursday and Friday 
were packed with aniline, a 
coloring agent used to dye 
cloth, leather and rugs. 

One of the experts, Pierre 
Malichev, told a local radio 
station that the material con- 
tained in the barrels was 
"dangerous". 

"If someone swallows ani- 


line it attacks the blood... 
and could cause paralysis. If 
it is inhaled it can trigger skin 
diseases." 

Mr. Nasr said one of the 
barrels bore the inscription 
"Badische Anilin Soda Fab- 
rik ■ — BASF,” which he iden- 
tified as a factory based in 
Ludwigshafen, Germany. 

All the barrels will be col- 
lected and transported to 
Beirut port, where 19 other 
containers said to hold in- 
dustrial waste have been 
stored since they were disco- 
vered last month. 

The government, in coor- 
dination with the private 
British firm Eurotech, is 
planning to ship all the waste 
to Britain to be burned in a 
special furnace. 




Ms. Singer has head in- 
juries and was transferred to 
a hospital in Cairo. 

The death toll on the police 
side was the highest in a 
single attack since March 20, 
when gunmen thought to be 
Muslim militants killed five 
of policemen in the town of 
Sidfa. 

On Aug. 27, a policeman 
and five militants were killed 
in a battle near the southern 
town of Sohag. 

Militant attacks on police 
have noticeably increased in 
southern Egypt in the past 10 
days after a relative lull that 
lasted several months. 

Last Thursday Egyptian 
police shot dead two nrilrtants 
during a clash in fields near 
the town of Mallawi, some 
230 kilometres south of 
Cairo. 

On Wednesday militants 
ambushed a police car in the 
south, killing a policeman 
and wounding four. On Mon- 
day they attacked a patrol in 
Mallawi, killing two police- 
men and wounding four. 

More than 400 people have 
been killed in political vio- 
lence in Egypt since the 
Gama’a and other groups be- 
gan their campaign against 
the Egyptian government in ! 
1992. I 


‘Poison umbrella’ 
killer named 

LONDON (AFP)— Theit 

thors of a new book on the 
“poison umbrella” murder of 
BBC journalist George Mar- 
kov said they had 
police the name of a foime. 
high-ranking Bulgarian cEpjo. 
mat they claim was the ki~% 
After leaving Scotland Yard 
Friday, Kalin Todorov saijfc 
“We gave the officers -flfc 
name of the man we befiei^ 
is the killer and our reasom 
for reaching that concfa, 
sion.” Mr. Markov died lj 
years ago when a poisonous 
pellet was injected into.fc* 
leg using an umbrella aa-l*- 
waited for a bus on London’s 
Waterloo Bridge. The file oa 
the case still remains open; 
although at the time it 
thought he was killed by the 
KGB for expressing dissident 
views on the BBC World 
Service. But the authors of 
"The Umbrella Murder**, 
Bulgarians Vladimir Bereano 
and Kalin Todorov, who 
have spent four years resear- 
ching the murder and datm 
they have spoken to the for- 
mer diplomat, now living fa 
Sofia, they say is the killer, 
said Markov was not a dissi- 
dent but an agent for die 
Bulgarian Secret Service, 
They said he was killed 
cause he was then recruited 
by the British Secret Service 
and was working as a double 
agent. The case has been the 
centre of much speculation 
over the years. Earlier Ah 
year President Zhelev of Bul- 
garia accused the Russians of 
going back on a promise to 
open the KGB foes on dx 
case. Last November Major 
General Oleg Kalugin, a for- 
mer KGB spym aster, was 
, arrested in London and ques- 
tioned for 24 hours after 
being quoted as saying he. 
organised the murder. 

Singapore 
Muslims support 
‘living will’ law 

SINGAPORE (AFP) - 
Singapore’s Muslim clergy 
endorsed a government prop* . 
osal to allow Singaporeans tq 
decide whether they should 
be.kept alive when terminally 
ill. “It is permis5able in Islam 
for any person of sound mud 
to make a will that he wishes 
not to accept or refuse life- 
sustaining treatment when be 
becomes terminally ill," the 
Islamic Religious Council of 
Singapore (MUIS) said. The 
Fatwa or ruling, adopted h j 
the council's religious elders, 
removes doubts as to whether 
the government plan for a* 
called "living wills” will be 
accepted by Singapore’s 
minority Muslim community^ 
The living wills are standard 
forms that any adult can sign 
instructing his doctors not to 
keep him alive by artificial 
means when there is no hope 
of recovery. The government 
says it is against the use of 
expensive treatment to keep 
terminally-ill patients aEve 
and has instructed a 13-\ 
member panel to draw np 
guidelines for Singaporeans 
to die with dignity- fl TIiis 
(living will) is allowed be- 
cause the terminally-ill pa- 
tient has resigned to his suf- 
fering and would want to die 
naturally, in peace believing 
that death is destined by God 
and that when the time comes 
he will die,” MUIS said rfljj 
statement- But the MUIS. 
panel of religious elders sug- 
gested that three specialist 
doctors be asked to certify 
that a patient had no chance 
of recovery, instead of tbit- 
two recommended by an 
, ethics committee looking into 
the issue. The ethics commit- 
tee also suggested thatno one 
be forced to sign a living wiQ 
and that those who change 
their minds about being kepi 
alive through artificial means, 
after signing a will be allowed 
to revoke it. ^ 

George Burns 
is recovering 

LOS ANGELES (AJ?P) — 
Comic actor George Boms, 
98, was recovering well after 
surgery to drain fluid from bo 




